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Twice a year we use the words “HaYamim” (meaning “the days”) when referring to specific holidays. The 

first set is from Rosh Hashanah through Yom Kippur. The second involves the days of Yom HaShoah 

(Holocaust Remembrance Day), Yom HaZikaron (Remembrance Day for the Fallen Soldiers and Victims of 

Terrorism), and Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israel Independence Day). Collectively, they are referred to as 

“HaYamim.” 

 

For much of my career, one of my foci has been on Israel education and on building bridges between Israel and the Diaspora. Over 

these years, I have become increasingly aware of a growing divide and lack of consensus when we use the word “Zionist.” In recent 

years, many fundamental questions about the place of Israel in Jewish identity have risen to the forefront. What were once        

considered “a given” in Jewish identity and many moral dilemmas have sharpened the challenges when grappling with issues     

concerning the “Jewish state.” What is clear is that we lack a consensus — not only regarding automatic affiliation to Israel as Jews, 

but also what connects us as Jews to one another. It has also become clear that there’s a major discrepancy in what we expect in 

standards from Israel as opposed to standards of ethics and practice in our own backyards. Sometimes it feels to me that we 

choose to turn a blind eye when it comes to Israel. This is unacceptable by American liberal standards — and indeed challenging for 

me as a Rabbi. And perhaps the place to start this discussion is right at the core by asking what is “Zionism”? Over the years my 

views have changed, and evolved, and I am sure for many of our members they have as well. So, I’d like to start a conversation. 

 

Zionism began with the desire and need to establish a refuge for a persecuted people, which would become a state for the Jewish 

people with the blessing of the family of nations — a liberal democratic state that guarantees full equality of rights for all its       

citizens. Zionism did not seek to establish a Jewish state, but a state for the Jewish people. 

 

Here, already, there may be differences of opinion. So let me ask you: What is the difference? 

If we call a state a Jewish state, then this Judaism must be specifically defined as it will become the identity of its citizens. And yet, 

we weren’t and still aren’t ready to define this multi-millennia-old question, nor are we able to agree on who should be the definer 

of this identity of being “Jewish” beyond genetics and matrilineal (and maybe patrilineal) descent. We don’t all belong to the same 

synagogue, or stream of Judaism, or even recognize one definitive Chief Rabbi — as opposed to the Christian faith that has a Pope, 

an archdeacon, a church , saints, or  apostles. Especially once Jews went into exile following the destruction of the Temple. Jews 

from Poland, Hungary, Yemen, Argentina, Ethiopia, Egypt, Greece, Lithuania, etc. did educate our next generations using our sacred 

texts and our holy language, and passed on through the males, central benchmarks and ideas pertaining to the Exodus, Sinai, the 

Promised Land, the story of Esther, Hannukah, etc., and created a collective narrative and communal “memory,” and — most    

importantly — tried to keep as many Mitzvot as possible (even though so many of the 613 were no longer relevant). And of course, 

the calendar, Shabbat, and the main festivals (though not all of them). 

 

And yet, over these thousands of years, there were many Jews who did not keep the Commandments, were unversed in Torah, in 

Hebrew, in the Mitzvot, had to hide their Jewish practice, and intermarried — and yet, felt a belonging to our people and our     

culture. There was always diversity among the Jewish people who felt “in” or “out” of the communities of those times and         

identified themselves to some degree as Jewish. I often wonder what connected more-modern Jews like Einstein, Marx, Henrietta 

Szold, Emma Goldman, Chaim Weizman, the Rebbe of Lubavitch, Modigliani, Neil Sedaka, Yehuda HaLevi, Marc Chagall, and Harry 

Houdini, to name just a few. What did they all have in common? Living in France, Italy, Ukraine, Holland, USA, Germany, etc., many 

growing up in Jewish communities, they all loved knowledge transmitted in their own languages AND immersed at some point of 

their lives in the Jewish narrative, or in Jewish law, history and, for some, the religion. They all shared the collective memories 

about redemption from slavery, and the Jewish imperative to fight evil and social injustice. One can also ask that about the more 

ancient ancestors: What did Abraham have in common with Bar Kochba, Moses, the Baal Shem Tov, Rambam, Donna Gracia, the 
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Vilna Gaon, Glickel from Hamelin, Benjamin Disraeli, or Shabtai Tzvi? And what did they have in common with Barbra Streisand, 

Yitzchak Herzog, Benny Lau, Shai Agnon, Rabbi Ephraim Mirvis, Chaim Potok, Anita Diament, Ofra Haza z”l or David Grossman? 

 

Each was and is a Jew. But none had or has a uniform identity as “Jewish.” Even that word is a relative “ish” word. Israel was      

created for all types of Jews to live together. There was no binding to one definition of Jewish identity — all genders, all               

nationalities, Orthodox, atheists and everything in between, capitalists, socialists, etc., etc., etc. It was intended as a state for all 

Jews, but perhaps not a Jewish state. And today, if one just looks at the number of different political parties and how they            

self-define regarding this “state,” then one can understand how deeply diverse and divided this Jewish state actually is. Israel is 

there for Jews suffering and fleeing from persecution — and as a democratic state, Israelis value their freedom of self-identifying as 

Jews and their ways to express it more than anything else. Israelis are fiercely guarded about self-definition as Jews and its        

characterization. 

 

Israel is now entering its 77th year in May, and the fight for its Jewish identity is more poignant than ever because of this             

quintessential argument of whether we are a Jewish state or a state for Jews. And because of our rich diversity and multiple     

models of identification, there is a growing acceptance of the need to separate religion and state and create the safeguards for that 

pluralism. This must be done through finally creating a constitution and laws that protect the diversity and pluralism that all        

citizens who are equal before the law must abide by and respect, and all must respect the freedom of others to choose their      

lifestyles as they see fit within the law of a liberal democracy that protects free choice for all its citizens, Jewish and non-Jewish, 

who by the way, make up 20% of the population. 

 

Tragically, the fight today for what is Zionism in Israel involves sectors that promote hate and fear, that are ignorant of the rich 

diversity of Judaism, and that advocate fundamentalist uniformity. Some of these sectors exploit the majority who serve in the 

army for Israel’s defense and refuse to contribute themselves. Their leaders extort funds from the national treasury without giving 

back, and advocate for dispossessing non-Jews from their lands and persecuting them through direct violence, and destroying their 

property and public religious spaces, while planning to expand the religious settlements on their account. That is not a Judaism that 

most Israelis own as theirs and, in fact, gives Judaism a bad name. This ideology that believes in rebuilding the Temple and the 

coming of the Messiah, advocating for political extremism — along with racist and chauvinist ideology and political policies — is 

now what is portrayed as the new Zionism of today. It is as far removed from Herzl, Jabotinsky, Ben Gurion, Begin, etc. as could be. 

It is as far removed from what my parents believed was Zionism when they came to Israel and settled on a new Kibbutz in the    

Galilee in 1947. 

 

Herzl advocated for a complete separation between religion and state — “the theocratic impulses of our clergy are not allowed to 

raise their heads at all” (The Jewish State) — and he envisioned citizens irrespective of religion, nationality, gender, etc. who would 

all enjoy absolute equality in all areas of life. Choice was at the center of identity, and Zionism was a humanistic idea for all Jews 

suffering persecution, without a new binding Jewish identity imposed. Jews would have sovereignty to self-express in any way 

they’d like in this new state. A shared language of Hebrew would become official, but so would Arabic. 

 

So, I ask you as American Jews … 

If anyone would try to impose on you what your Jewish identity should be, that would be unacceptable. So why do many American 

Jews think that it is OK in Israel and call it “Zionism”? I hope we will have opportunities to discuss this in respectful and safe spaces 

in the coming weeks. And please keep praying and be active for the release of the 59 remaining hostages in Gaza and for the end of 

this terrible war. 

With love and L’Shalom, 

Rabbi Michal 
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   Honor Roll 

We have an amazing Religious School. The heart of the school is Ellen Glassman. 

Her many tireless efforts have revitalized the atmosphere of the entire synagogue. 

Despite the challenges of the past few years (i.e. a poor partnership with another school, and Covid) Ellen 

and her staff of dedicated teachers (Penny, Gigi, Shari, and Ruth) our students were able to stick through it all 

in order to become proficient in Hebrew reading, religious holidays and festivals, and achieve a reasonable 

background in Bible and Jewish History – all while making Hebrew School interesting, practical, and fun. 

Speaking with my colleagues, I’ve realized that our students have excelled in areas where students in other 

shuls struggle. All the students of the Mensch Making Academy reach the age of B’Mitzvah with the ability to 

read Hebrew without needing transliterations. All our students are capable of reading directly from the Torah 

by the time they graduate into Jewish adulthood. They are Siddur competent. They have learned the          

importance of acting responsibly to their studies, their family, their friends, and to their heritage. 

This month we will be celebrating with the families of two young women who are about to become       

B’Mitzvah. Julia Kohan and Maddy Fried have mastered their studies. Each will read both Torah and Haftarah 

in addition to acting as prayer leader for their services. They are each unique, but very special girls who will 

take these skills with them for life. They deserve our congratulations and our support. Please be sure to join 

us for Shabbat services in May to celebrate with them and their proud families. 

May is also graduation month at the MMA. Mazal tov to Helena Law, Annabel Dzubow, Julia Kohan, and   

Maddy Fried who will complete their elementary Jewish education this month. Let’s encourage them to     

continue their studies in our High School. 

This month will also see the Confirmation of Jordyn Kochavi, Elliot Homel, and Alisha Henninger. These young 

adults have completed an additional 3 years of study in the MMA Hebrew High School. They have enjoyed 

the privilege of learning and study directly with Rabbi Michal, Ellen, and their teacher, Ruth Henninger. These 

students may now become future leaders of our people. Let’s be sure to come out to celebrate with all of 

them and their families for their achievements at CBENT. 

Mazel tov to all our students, their parents, and their teachers. 

                   Cantor Steve    

Cantor’s Notes 
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What a busy month we have had as a congregation! Passover seders, a school  seder, 
Mini Mensch seder, and an Interfaith seder. Sisterhood ran another amazing              
Bid-n-Buy, Toda Raba. Rabbi, Cantor and Ms. Gigi led a Ruach Chadash and school   
service. Our teens Cooked For a Friend, Better Together met to share wisdom with our 

students, and Ellen led a Mini Mensch program. This is just some of what our active congregation has done. 
There's much more to come in the following months, and we encourage you to stay engaged. Zoom with 
Rabbi on Tuesday and Cantor on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 for a quick evening service. Of course, there 
are Friday and Saturday Shabbat services each week, along with morning minyans; just look at the synagogue 
calendar for times. Our website is being updated and modernized to make it even easier to find all these 
events. We encourage you to take advantage of these services as they are here for you, our congregants. 
 
Our Kashrut committee has completed all the parlor meetings and has aggregated all the data collected from 
our congregants. We have identified the major concerns, and as we move forward to phase two, we will    
educate everyone on the ease and simplicity of following through, making sure that our synagogue maintains 
our kosher policy. Thank you for your participation and patience. 
 
A long-awaited vote that formally acknowledges patriarchal descent in our community was recently         

completed. This means if you have a Jewish father, and you were raised, educated and identify as Jewish, 

you are considered Jewish with all the rights and privileges. 

Our annual congregational board meeting will take place on Tuesday, May 22nd  at 7:30 p.m. live  at the   
synagogue. All congregants are welcome to attend. We would like to thank all our board members,          
committee chairs and volunteers, along with our business office staff and clergy for helping to provide all 
these services and events to our congregants. For the board members whose terms are expiring, thank you 
for your service and support. 

CBENT is here for you. We are evolving with the times, and we appreciate your patience and input as we try 

new ideas and implement some changes. We are committed to growing and maintaining a thriving, enriching 

and committed Jewish community. 

 

Marc Belitsky 

Rich Brody 

Co-presidents 

 

Co-President: Marc Belitsky 

Torah Restoration Fund 

Richard & Joyce Brody 

In Memory of Iris Rose 

General Fund 

Kaplan Family 

In Memory of Adele Kaplan 

The Blake - Wegener Family 

In Memory of Arnold Blake 
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Dick Packel Fund 

Sandy Melnikoff 

In Memory of Cherished Daughter Rona Melnikoff Rosner 

& In Memory of Beloved Sister Laurel Zimmerman 

Natalie Packel 

In Memory of David Packel & Sara Hoffman 

Bernett Family Fund 

Gary & Bonnie Bernett 

In Memory of Joan Shassian 

Building Maintenance Fund 

Richard & Joyce Brody 

In Memory of Bessie Robinson, Harold 

Brody, & John Nyari 

Maury & Penny Reiter 

In Memory of Joan Sherin & Jann Sherin 

Cantorial Fund 

Marilyn & Eric Bamash 

In Memory of Sol Welsh 

Rabbi's Fund 

The Brenner Family 

In Memory of Edith Brenner 

Dr. Alexander & Mrs. Elyse Axelrad 

In Memory of Rysie Wulach 

Marc & Sue Gewertz 

In Memory of Abraham Gewertz 

Brenda & Martin Brenner 

In Honor of Evelyn Polansky's 90th Birthday! 

George & Rande Saxe 

Natalie Packel 

Ann & Steve  Friedrich 

Marc & Janet Belitsky 

Bonnie & Gary Bernett 

Adult Education Fund 

Debbie Weiss 

In Memory of Jeffrey Bernstein 
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Last summer, I attended a workshop sponsored by Jewish Learning Venture and led by 
educator and author, Bob Vogel, Ed.D. Bob taught at La Salle University for 43 years 
and is Founding Director of Writers Matter — an innovative opportunity for students in 
grades 2 – 8 to learn critical writing skills through personal journaling. In 2023, Bob 

published the book Wondering: Feelings, Emotions and Building Resilience — a collection of 100 “I wonder 
why …” questions. These thought-provoking questions were posed by 90 students, ages 8 to 14 who Bob   
describes as curious, imaginative, compassionate and vulnerable as they strive to understand themselves and 
those around them. This book was written in hopes of amplifying kids’ voices and concerns, helping adults 
understand what kids are thinking, and fostering meaningful, non-judgmental conversations between adults 
and kids. Their questions were organized into nine categories: Understanding Yourself; Emotions and       
Feelings; Fears, Anxiety and Becoming Resilient and Self-Confident; Understanding Others; Understanding 
Friends and Building Friendships; Family Relationships; Connecting With Your Parents and Other Adults In 
Your Life; Equity, Personal Responsibility and Making the World a Better Place; and Hopes and Dreams. Each 
chapter begins with “I wonder why … .” Student responses are shared in blue; teachers' responses are shared 
in fuchsia. Every chapter is accompanied by thought-provoking art, a place to write down and doodle the 
reader's thoughts and ideas, and the opportunity to reflect on the questions and share advice with yourself 
or others. The questions are heartfelt and reflect kids' physical, emotional and cognitive struggles. Although 
there are no right or wrong answers to questions  like, “I wonder why sometimes it feels good to cry and  
other times it doesn’t.”; “I wonder why we have fears and anxieties.”; “I wonder why some people are nice 
and other people are mean.”; “I wonder why I can’t talk to my parents about serious matters.”; “I wonder 
why everyone is not created equal.”; and “I wonder how people from different backgrounds affect how they 
see the world.” I can’t help but think many of these questions  are universal to kids and adults alike.  

 

Inspired by Bob Vogel’s work, several education directors who attended the workshop decided to create a 
Jewish version of Wondering using questions for their own students. We’re excited to engage our students in 
the art of wonder as Judaism’s roots are grounded in questioning, debating and Torah/text  that encourages 
interpretation.  Our responses to kids' questions will be through a Jewish lens and answered by clergy,       
educators, Jewish leaders and change makers  in the community. Our goal is to compile the questions,       
answers and artwork in order to create our own Jewish book of wondering. I am proud to be a part of this 
journey.  
 

Are you interested in answering our students' questions through a Jewish lens? If so, we’d welcome your 
help! If so, please contact Ellen Glassman and be a part of this meaningful project!  

Mensch Making Academy & Mini Mensch Academy 
Ellen Glassman,  Education Director  
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Ellen Glassman 

Mitzvah Fund 

Law Family 

In Memory of 

Heshmat Benhaim 
Religious School Designated 

Fund 

Law Family 

In Memory of Sherry Litchko  

& Rahim Benhaim 

Mini Mensch Academy 

Drs. Eli Lourie & Jen Shrager 

Andi & Adlai Joseph 

In Honor of Zoe & Noah Joseph 

Ellen & Arnie Glassman 

Here's the Confirmation pic! Confirmation will take place on Friday, May 30, at 7pm. 

This year's Confirmands are Ali Henninger, Jordyn Kochavi and Elliot Homel.  

Featured in the pic from left to right are: Morah Ruth Henninger,   

Rabbi Michal Morris Kamil, Jordyn Kochavi, Alisha Henninger, Elliot 

Homel, Education Director Ellen Glassman and Cantor Steve Friedrich  
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Rabbi Michal, Joyce Brody and a team of professionals cleaned the kitchen from top to 

bottom to Kasher it for Passover! 
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The Mensch Making Academy 

enjoys learning and snacking 

as a community!  

From our hearts, we sing Israel‘s National Anthem Hatikvah everyday, as we pray for peace, 

understanding and hope.  
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Better Together and our teens and Madrichim make and bake Kosher for Passover Matzah! 
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Thank you to everyone who continually supports our Bingo! 100% of every dollar 

raised directly benefits our students at the Mensch Making Academy!! Special thanks 

are sent to Mark Bernstein, Richard, Joyce and Dan Brody, Ed Meyers, Ruth Henninger, 

Elizabeth Brunswick, Lauren Homel, Larry Gorson-Marrow, Andy Rosenfeld and Vance 

DiCristo for helping us bring Bingo to life throughout the year and to Saundra Boyd, for 

having the vision to bring this wonderful fundraiser to CBENT!  
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Twice a month, Miss Andi and Anne Thomas enjoy singing, storytelling, dancing and crafting 

with families from the Mini Mensch Academy! Join us on Saturday, May 3, from 11 am to 12 

noon for a special Shabbat celebration followed by lunch!!  
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Miss Andi and Ellen Glassman sing, dance and help K’tonton kiddos cross the Red Sea while 

learning about Passover!! 
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B’Mitzvah student Julia Kahan, (in the gold shirt) inspires her classmates to make pillowcases 

to give to patients at CHOP!  
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On the first Wednesday of every month, CBENT teens and the Marple Civic Youth cook 

30 meals for people in need. These meals are picked up and distributed by The Klein Life 

Center. We are grateful to Helene Berkowitz and April Wolfe for spearheading this 

meaningful Mitzvah!  
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Morah Gigi’s class prepares for 

their class service with Miss Andi!!!  

Rabbi Michal and Ellen Glassman celebrate Shabbat with K’tonton on Fridays at 3:15 pm! Join 

us as we light the candles, bless the challah, read stories and sing!!!!!  
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What do you know about Lag Ba’Omer? 

1.  What does Lag Ba’Omer commemorate: 

A.  The end of the plague that claimed the lives of 24,000 students of Rabbi Akiva. 

B.  The passing of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, preeminent student of Rabbi Akiva. 

C.  Both of the above. 

D.  None of the above. 

 

2.  The largest Lag Ba’Omer celebration takes place in:  

A.  Madison Square Gardens. 

B.  Meron, Israel. 

C.  Kathmandu, Nepal. 

D.  The Texas State Fair. 

 

3.  The date of Lag Ba’Omer Is: 

A.  18 Iyar. 

B.  33 days after the end of Passover. 

C.  Seven full weeks after the Omer offering was brought in the Temple. 

D.  The last Thursday in May. 

 

4.  The Rebbe advocated the Lag Ba’Omer be celebrated with: 

A.  Four cups of wine and leftover matzah. 

B.  Alacrity, even if the means celebrating a few days early. 

C.  Shofar blasts and Native American drumbeats. 

D.  Giant parades saluting Jewish unity. 

 

5.  Lag Ba’Omer is often celebrated with bonfires because: 

A.  Lag means “log” in Yiddish, and the custom developed to celebrate with burning logs. 

B.  It is a Torah commandment for which no explanation is given. 

C.  It was on the day that Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught insights of such spiritual intensity that the entire house was ablaze 

with spiritual fire. 

D.  Firewood is plentiful in Israel. 

 

6.  The first Lag Ba’Omer parade was in: 

A.  Brooklyn, NY, in 1953. 

B.  Caracas, Venezuela, in 1985. 

C.  Cracow, Poland, between 1883 and 1893. 

D.  Tiberius, Israel, in 73 CE. 

 

Quiz was found on Chabad.org website 
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7.  “Lag Ba’Omer” means:  

A.  “Mocking the speaker” in Aramaic. 

B.  “33 [days] in the Omer [count]” in Hebrew. 

C.  “Crackling bonfire” in Yiddish. 

D.  “Revealing the depths [of Torah]” in Judeo-Arabic. 

 

8.  Among other places, the teachings of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai are found in: 

A.  Sefer HaBahir. 

B.  Idra Zuta. 

C.  Sefer Yetzirah. 

D.  None of the above. 

 

9.  Children customarily play with these on Lag Ba’Omer: 

A.  Bows and arrows (since a rainbow did not appear in the days of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai). 

B.  Balloons (a throwback to the days when balloons were made of animal lungs, representing the voice of Torah). 

C.  Paint (symbolizing the Kabbalistic notion of “colors that conceal, and colors that reveal”). 

D.  Spinning tops (since Rabbi Shimon and his son would spin them while hiding in a cave from Roman authorities). 

 

10.  Carobs are traditionally eaten on Lag Ba’Omer because:  

A.  They were miraculously provided for Rabbi Shimon and his son, when they hid in a cave from Roman authorities. 

B.  Their tough skin protects the seeds, like G-d who protects His nation. 

C.  The Hebrew word for “carob” means “many”, symbolizing the many rich teachings of Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. 

D.  The Talmud says that Rabbi Akiva was a carob merchant. 
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Our Sisterhood Shabbat proved to be another sensational evening of our women  
taking part in and conducting Shabbat services. All women present received a       
magnetic bracelet with the Star of David raised above the band. The winners of the 
“Who Am I?” contest also received a “dog tag” necklace with a moveable Star on it. 
The expanded Oneg gave everyone a chance to socialize and eat yummy desserts.  

 

Just the other day, 50 of us attended the Broadway show “& Juliet” at the Academy of Music, here in       
Philadelphia. The show was a success and enjoyed by everyone who attended. We may have another night 
at the Academy next year. 

 

We enjoyed our first Zoom Book Club meeting discussing The Heaven and Earth Grocery Store by James 
McBride.  We all took part in the lively discussion relating to the book. Our second Book Club event will be IN 
PERSON on June 17 at 6:15 PM. We will discuss The Promise of the Pelican by Roy Hoffman. A light dinner 
will be provided. We will ask for RSVP’s very soon. Many thanks to Jenna Montesano for her leadership and 
knowledge and making the evening a success. 
 

Do you shop at Acme or Giant supermarkets? You can now purchase “script” (gift cards) in advance at CBENT 
to pay for your purchases. The gift cards come in $25, $50 and $100 denominations, and Sisterhood gets a 
percentage back from each sale. Please help us with this “silent” fundraiser. 

 

Our gift shop is now stocked with hand-knitted baby items. Please stop by to see them and other handmade 
items. Also available are several items from the Franklin Mint including Donald Duck figurines.  

 

Yours in Sisterhood, 

Marilyn 

Sisterhood 
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Men’s Club 

Men’s Club events are open to all CBENT members and their families  
 

2024–2025 CBENT Annual Gala: Sunday, June 8, at 5:30 p.m. 

This year’s honoree is Vance DiCristo. We are delighted to recognize Vance for his many years of dedication 

to CBENT, having served as President, Gabbai, and on too many committees to list. You can honor Vance and 

his family by attending the event and supporting the annual ad book. Also, please contact Rich Gordon 

(Gordon601@verizon.net) to place a tribute supporting Vance or a business advertisement in our annual ad 

book. 
 
Leadership Development – Ray Krautheim and Rich Gordon recently attended the FJMC Regional Leadership 

Conference, hosted by Beth Shalom Synagogue. Our very own Dr. Marc Belitsky presented to about 15    

leaders. This annual meeting provides an opportunity for club leadership to share ideas about programming, 

fundraising, and community engagement. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JRA Mitzvah Project – A small contingent of CBENT members volunteered at the Jewish Relief Agency Food 

Pantry in March. It was a fantastic morning and the culmination of an idea that started during Hanukkah 

when we were asked to discuss a non-profit organization. We met with other volunteers while we packed up 

dozens of boxes of food for local delivery. Please reach out to Rich Gordon or Ray Krautheim if you would 

like to hear more about the morning, or how to volunteer at the JRA. 
  

Yom Hashoah Yellow Candles – The Men’s Club is proud to participate in this annual remembrance, which 

took place this year on Wednesday night, April 23. 

The FJMC Yom HaShoah Yellow Candle Program builds a link in the chain of memory by continuing to        

memorialize Holocaust victims and stand against anti-Semitism and all forms of hatred against Jews. 

Marc Belitsky speaks at the FJMC Mid-Atlantic 

Region Leadership Conference 

mailto:Gordon601@verizon.net
























1.  C. Both of the above 

2.  B. Meron, Israel 

3.  A. 18 Iyar 

4.  D. Giant parades saluting Jewish unity 

5.  C. It was on the day that Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai taught insights of such    

spiritual intensity that the entire house was ablaze with spiritual fire 

6.  A. Brooklyn, NY, in 1953 

7.  B. 33 days in the Omer count in Hebrew 

8.  B. Idra Zuta 

9.  A. Bows and arrows (since a rainbow did not appear in the days of Rabbi 

Shimon bar Yochai) 

10.  A. They were miraculously provided for Rabbi Shimon and his son, when they 

hid in a cave from Roman authorities. 
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What do you know about Lag Ba’Omer? 
 
Answers:  

0—2 Answers correct:  Have you ever celebrated Lag Ba’Omer? 

3—4 Answers correct:  Mensch Making Academy member 

5—6 Answers correct: You must be a Hebrew High student 

7—8 Answers correct:  You are well informed about Lag Ba’Omer 

9—10 Answers correct:  You must be a rabbinical or cantorial candidate — CONGRATULATIONS!!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

2 

7:00 PM  

Kabbalat Shabbat 

3 

9:45 AM Shabbat 

Tazria-Metzora  

Mensch Making 
Academy 

Shabbat School 

11:00 AM Mini 
Mensch  

Baby Naming: 
Daughter of Jenna 
& Bryan Johnston 

Luncheon to follow 

4 

No Religious 
School 

9:30 AM Minyan 

9:30 Men’s Club 
Clean up - Rain 
Date 

11:00 AM - 3:00 
PM Men’s Club 
Family Picnic at 
Ridley Creek State 
Park  

5 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

 

7:00 PM Men’s 
Club Meeting 

6  

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

7:30 PM Religious 
Committee 
Meeting 

7 

4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 

6:00 PM Teens 
Cook for A Friend 

7:00  PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

8 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

1:00 PM Creative 
Crafters @ WELS 

9 

7:00 PM  

Kabbalat Shabbat 

10 

9:45 AM Shabbat 

Achrei Mot-
Kedoshim 

12:20 PM  

Philosophical  

Issues of Judaism 

11 

Mother’s Day 

No Religious 
School 

9:30 AM Minyan 

10:15 AM Torah 
Readers’ Circle 

12 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

 

7:00 PM  

Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 

133:00 PM Voices 
of Jewish Legacy at 
WELS with Rabbi 
Michal 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

7:30 PM Executive 
Board Meeting 

14 

4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

7:00 PM Mah 
Jongg 

15 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

 

7:00 PM  

Membership Com-
mittee Meeting 

16 

7:00 PM  

Kabbalat Shabbat 

17 

9:45 AM Shabbat 

Emor 

B’Mitzvah of Julia 
Kohan 

18Last Day of 
Religious School! 

9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 

9:30 AM Minyan 

10:30 AM Mini 
Mensch  

12:00 LTN Meeting 

19 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

 

7:30 PM  

Finance Meeting 

20 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

 

21 

4:30 PM Final Fac-
ulty Meeting 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

7:00 PM Mah 
Jongg 

22 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

1:00 PM Creative 
Crafters at WELS 

7:00 PM Trustees 
Meeting - CBENT 
Library 

7:30 PM Security 
Meeting 

23 

7:00 PM  

Kabbalat Shabbat 

24 

9:45 AM Shabbat 

Behar-Bechukotai 

B’Mitzvah of  

Maddy Fried 

25 

9:30 AM Minyan 

1:30 PM Mostly 
Waltz Dance 
Group 

26 

Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

9:00 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

27 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

7:30 PM Board 
Meeting 

 

28 

7:00 PM Evening 
Minyan on Zoom 

29 

7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan on Zoom 

30 

7:00 PM  

Confirmation 

7:00 PM  

Kabbalat Shabbat 

(in person) 

31 

9:45 AM Shabbat 

Bamidbar 

May 2025—Iyar Sivan 5785   

Services Meetings 

School Events 



5/3/2025 Robin Schwartz 
5/4/2025 Eli Lourie 
5/4/2025 Donna Cohen 
5/5/2025 Roslyn Jaffe 
5/6/2025 Larry Gorson-Marrow 
5/6/2025 Steven Burak 
5/7/2025 Susan Levy 

5/9/2025 Joanne Hoffman 
5/9/2025 Debra Morrissey 
5/11/2025 Pamela Holt 

5/11/2025 Lauren Homel 
5/11/2025 Chad Parnis 

5/12/2025 Karen Bernstein 
5/13/2025 Raymond Krautheim 
5/14/2025 Richard Chaitt 

5/18/2025 Kenneth Dietz 

5/19/2025 Melissa Cooper 

5/20/2025 Gerry Rothman 

5/23/2025 Bess Koenigsberg 

5/23/2025 Megan Aaron 

5/26/2025 Doreen Shumsky 

5/26/2025 Jay Cooperstein 

5/30/2025 Rande Saxe 

5/30/2025 Beth Burak 

5/3/2025 Robert & Ruth Bender 

5/3/2025 Robert J & Lisa M Dolson 

5/4/2025 Richard & Shelley Chaitt 

5/6/2025 Mark & Marsha Millman 

5/7/2025 Marc & Sue Gewertz 

5/18/2025 Alan & Karen Brown 

5/24/2025 Pamela & Andrew Holt 

5/29/2025 Ina & Arnold Galer 

5/29/2025 Murray & Sharon Greenberg 

5/29/2025 Arnold & Ellen Glassman 

5/31/2025 Adlai & Andi Joseph 
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DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON–DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND  

Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission state-
ment for each of these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or 
more of these funds. In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND  

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special educa-
tion needs for the children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious 
School tuition for families in need.  

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND  

To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.  

THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutor-
ing, textbooks, trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated 
jointly with the Shames family, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.  

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND  

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or 
whatever capacity the Board and Founder/s may determine.  

ADULT EDUCATION FUND  

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the 
CBENT adult community 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for pro-
gramming. In lieu of an Adult Education Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input 
on adult educational programming.  

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND  

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action 
Fund will in the best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecuri-
ty, increase self-sufficiency, provide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality 
of life for those in need.  

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND  

The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of 
CBENT children.  

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND  

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot. 
Funds may be used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.  

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND  

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been pur-
chased, the Fund can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed 
and as determined by the Rabbi and/or Religious Committee.  

CBENT Friends Designated Fund 

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult 
membership and prospective new members of CBENT congregation.  

Designated Fund of Torah Restoration 

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This 
includes all fees and materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve 
the spending of funds.  



UNDESIGNATED FUNDS  

Davidow Fund  

Hulnick Fund  

K’Tonton Fund  

Library Fund  

Orloff Fund  

J. Jay Wolf Fund  

Landscaping Fund  

Judy Linder Fund  

Dori Riesenfeld Fund  

David Schwartz Fund 

Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund 

Cantorial Fund  

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION  

DEDICATION AMOUNT  

Eternal Light $ 36,000*  

School Entrance $ 10,000  

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) $ 2,500  

Sound System $ 5,000  

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000  

Kipah Holders (2) $ 2,500  

Founder $ 1,500 -$ 1,999  

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000  

Sanctuary Seats $ 500  

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499  

*Some members already gave $5,000  

MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a 

Memorial Plaque. Plaques are placed in the 

Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting 

memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is 

brought to the sanctuary entrance and mount-

ed on the yahrzeit memorial wall located out-

side the Minyan chapel entrance.  

Cost is $350 

Contact the Synagogue office for  

details and to make a donation…..  

610-356-8700  

Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the 

name of Funds that do not meet the requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of 

“Undesignated Funds”. 

CHAI WALL 

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Wedding Anniversary, significant 

Birthday or Wedding by purchas-

ing a Chai Wall Plaque. Your Sim-

cha will always be remembered 

in our Synagogue! 

Cost is only $175 
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CALL THE OFFICE 

610-356-8700 

 

Michal Morris Kamil — Rabbi 

Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus 

Steven Friedrich — Cantor 

Ellen Glassman —Education Director 

Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director 

Marc Belitsky and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents 

Mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid is dedicated to 
fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and  
inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the 
Conservative movement with Reconstructionist teach-
ings. We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activi-
ties, and encourage social action and lifelong  
Jewish learning.  
 
Vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid aspires to be 
the heart of our Jewish community, supporting the  
religious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse  
population, with an open invitation to explore and  
celebrate Judaism.  
 
Values: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid centers itself 
around these five sets of core principles:  
 
· Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a warm and 
caring family environment where Jews of all ages, back-
grounds, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual orienta-
tions, and their loved ones feel welcome and  
Respected 
 
 
 
 
 
 
· Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create  
opportunities for people to form meaningful connections 
with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives 
 
· Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage  
people of all generations to explore Jewish identity,  
heritage, and community and to celebrate Judaism 
through a variety of religious, educational, and social ac-
tivities 
 
· Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals and prac-
tices of Judaism while adapting to current times, appreci-
ating the values of both tradition and modernity 
 
· Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly sup-
port the needs of our wider community in collaboration 
with other religious and secular institutions. 


