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Upcoming Events: 
Teens Cook for Friends—
March 5 at 6 pm 
 
Kitchen Focus Group—
March 6 at 7 pm at CBENT 
 
Purim Carnival—March 9 
at 10 am 
 
Purim Service—March 13 
at 7 pm 
 
Kabbalat Shabbat Purim 
Spiel—March 14 at     
5:45 pm 
 
Better Together—March 
16 at 10:45 am 
 
Kitchen Focus Group—
March 16 at 9:30 am at 
CBENT 
 
Kitchen Focus Group—
March 18 at 7:30 pm on 
Zoom 
 
Mini Mensch Program—
March 23 at 10:30 am 
 
Kitchen Focus Group—
March 23 at 9:30 am at 
CBENT 
 
CBENT’s Book Club—
March 24 at 7 pm on 
Zoom 
 
Sisterhood Shabbat—
March 28 at 7:00 pm 
 
Shabbat Service with 
Guest Speaker —March 
29 at 9:45 am 
 
Bid & Buy—April 24 at 
6:30 pm 
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Minyan Times & Leaders 

Gary Bernett Office@CBENT.org Sunday 9:30am 

Ben Rose bnesq@aol.com Monday 7:15am 

Rabbi Michal rabbimichal@cbent.org Tuesday 6:30pm 

Cantor Steve cantor@cbent.org Wednesday 6:30pm 

Joe Pless jess222@gmail.com Thursday 7:15am 

 Office@CBENT.org Shabbat Friday Evening 7:00pm 

 Office@CBENT.org Shabbat Saturday Morning 9:45am 

Check the weekly announcements for Shabbat services being in person or on 

Zoom. If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700 

so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation. 
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In the Talmud, Sukkah 53a says: 
“Where men truly wish to go, their feet will manage to take them.” 
When humans mature, develop, and grow, it isn’t easy, but it is obvious that it      
happens and that it is necessary. Otherwise, we don’t fulfill our full potential and the 
gift of life we have been given. Hence, we have parents, teachers, counselors,        
advisors, education, and experience to shepherd and guide us as individuals who  
experience and undergo this transformation. 
What about communities? Is there such a thing as community growth, maturation, 
and development? If one says yes, then we perceive this collective as dynamic and 
evolving. And yet, it seems much more difficult and challenging. We may believe in 
the need and necessity, and even espouse this, but walking the talk is much more 
difficult. 
Congregation Beth El—Ner Tamid decided a few years back that, in order to survive, 
grow in numbers, and thrive, it needed to revisit its vision and identify how it could 
be a community that is relevant to the lives of its current congregants as well as its 
future membership. And it grappled with two major issues: 

Inclusion 
Traditionalism 

On the surface, it seems that they won’t contravene one another, and can sit       
comfortably side by side. I feel certain it was said that “We will maintain the           
traditions of Conservative Judaism even though we will not belong to the movement 
anymore, while becoming more inclusive of the broad range of diverse individuals 
who we could potentially attract to become members, with their families, in the 
community.” 
Sounds wonderful. Yet, the moment the community became independent of the   
obligations and understandings of the Conservative movement, we would have to 
make decisions about many areas of Jewish life that were formerly made for us by 
our umbrella movement. Interestingly, it became apparent that many Conservative 
synagogues broke away from the movement and found themselves with a similar 
new reality. Each synagogue began the process of creating its unique version of how 
they understood Jewish practice when it came to issues concerning patrilineal       
descent, interfaith marriage and rituals concerning the family, Shabbat and prayers, 
Shabbat and music, kashrut, issues about gender, and related rituals and communal 
offerings, to name just a few. Also, there are discussions concerning the                   
unconditional support and relationship with Israel. Some even looked at the Siddur 
and discussed the use of gender-based language. The discussions in many               
synagogues once affiliated with the Conservative movement, but now are not, are 
fascinating. 
Ta’anit 21b:5 in the Talmud says: 
“It is not the place of a person that honors him; rather the person honors his place.” 
We have an amazing and exciting opportunity to create the next phase of our      
community’s Jewish rituals and identity, as discussed in your deliberations and      
decisions regarding the next iteration of Beth El-Ner Tamid. 
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It was with this mindset that I was hired as your new Rabbi to provide not only spiritual 
and religious leadership, but also guidance regarding Jewish law and its commentary, 
practices, rituals, innovations, discussions, teachings, and backgrounds. 
While doing this work in partnership with synagogue leadership, the Religious        
Committee, and relevant sub-committees, we discovered that, while studying in depth 
and breadth certain issues of religious practice, there has been tension between the 
principles of “Inclusion” and “Traditionalism” — which may not sit comfortably          
together, even though they are core to the new vision. At least three areas that had 
arisen before my arrival are currently being looked at, and many more are on the way. 
We have already grappled with musical instruments on Shabbat. The Congregational 
Board communicated that tambourines can now be played in the central service. 
Please note that there are many Conservative synagogues that not only play a range of 
instruments like guitars, drums, cellos, violins, oboes, etc. routinely every week on 
Shabbat, but some synagogues include pianos and organs as well as full amp-and-
sound gear. And yes, they are Conservative synagogues. 
Another area that came up was photography on Shabbat — which is interesting, since 
we Zoom so that folks at home can be part of the services. Zoom is a form of           
photography, and now that we also gather in person, it raises the question of           
consistency. Zoom, yes, but photographs, no? According to Jewish law, Zoom is         
certainly not permitted, yet people who aren’t technically from our tribe can take   
photographs. The Board took a vote and decided against photography altogether on 
Shabbat. 
The third area is kashrut. We are currently reviewing our kashrut policy so that it can 
be as inclusive as possible for those who keep glatt kosher, but also for vegetarians, 
vegans, and those concerned with the humane treatment of animals. There is also the 
possibility of bringing food from home, as long as our kashrut guidelines are respected 
and followed. There are serious financial issues here as well, and we will consult with 
members of our community regarding them through focus groups. We encourage you 
to join in order to hear your views and help us make decisions. 
As a community that is not Orthodox, we are faced with discussions about tradition 
and innovation, trying to respect those who are more stringent in their adherence to 
Jewish law, and those who wish to be more relaxed. We have voices wanting the      
synagogue to be closer to how it was with their parents and grandparents in the      
original Conservative movement’s guidelines regarding Jewish practices, and those 
who want to be non-denominational, more innovative, and open. 

I urge as many of you as possible to get involved and participate in our discussions so that 
you can help shape our community of the future to become more diverse and  inclusive 
— and provide a comfortable spiritual home for ALL our members. 
 

With love, 
Rabbi Michal 
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Who Are Our Heroes? 
Like most people living in Greater Philadelphia and its environs, I continue to enjoy 
the thrill of the Eagles’ Super Bowl victory. Green is now everyone’s favorite color, 
and “Go Birds” has become a common salutation. Over a million people celebrated 
our team with a parade that seemed equal in size to those following WWII or the 
Apollo 11 moon landing.  
One of the more interesting discussions following this great victory was about who 
would be selected as its Most Valuable Player. Who was the one person that stood 
out heroically? The award could only go to one player. But there were many players 
on the team, each deserving to be considered the MVP. The prize was given to the 
team’s quarterback, Jalen Hurts, who had a great game. But when asked about how 
it felt to be the team’s greatest hero, he quoted his coach: “YOU CAN'T BE GREAT 
WITHOUT GREATNESS FROM OTHERS.” This was an honest admission that everyone 
on the team deserved the award, since he could not have achieved it without their 
equal efforts in support of him. His coach, Nick Sirianni, continued, “This team is  
special, and we can’t be great without the greatness of others, and that certainly  
applies to our fans.” In essence, according to the coach, we all became virtual heroes 
because of our team’s success. 
I asked myself the same question about Purim and its Megillah. Who is the MVP or 
hero of that story? It’s easy to pick either of the leading players: Esther or             
Mordechai. Mordechai put his life on the line, refusing to bow down to an            
overachieving human. But his action of defiance put all the Jews at risk. Esther feared 
for her life and refused at first to plead for her people, but only conceded to do so if 
all the Jews fasted and prayed along with her for 3 days. The conclusion of the Book 
of Esther is the same. Esther could not have approached the king without her      
community’s support, nor could Mordechai emerge victorious over Haman without 
the cooperation of all the Jewish people to stand up in defense against an evil       
empire. 
In essence, we are all heroes when we support one another through successful 
teamwork. That is why we all basked in the glory of a Super Bowl win, celebrating for 
a week that ended with a parade attended by an entire city. And just as in Esther – 
“The Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a good day” – so did we Eagles fans     
celebrate equally as well. 
This meme works at CBENT, too. The success of our services and programming      
depends on the support of everyone in our community. A service or program is only 
successful when everyone attends. That is why we require a minyan to say kaddish. 
Everyone counts in a minyan. Therefore, all who attend them are heroes. 
Purim is an annual celebration of our heroes. Just as we celebrated our Eagles, we 
can celebrate our Jewish ancestors, who were victorious over a dynasty. There’ll be 
food and drink, noise and revelry, and maybe even a parade of costumed celebrants. 
Part 1 of the party is Thursday, March 13, a traditional Purim service complete with 
Megillah reading, and goodies for young and old. The joy continues Friday evening, 
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Adult Education Fund 
Deborah Weiss 
In Memory of Theodore 
Lazaroff & Louis Weiss 
 
Phyllis Weisfield 
In Memory of Albert Weisfield 

Cantor's Fund 
Henri & Debbie Levit 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston,  
Ellen & Arnie Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Beth & Steve Burak 
In Memory of Charlotte Lafair 
 
Henri & Debbie Levit 
In Memory of Howard Lipman 
 
Scot & Debbie Goldberg 
With Gratitude to Cantor Steve 
 
Joanne Hoffman & Alan Gothard 
In Memory of Audrey Silverman & Sylvan Silverman 

March 14, as our Mensch Making Academy students entertain us with a Purim play 
following the Shabbat service. Be a hero and celebrate with us at either event. There’s 
sure to be plenty of joy (and hamantaschen) for all. 
Chag Purim Sameach , (Go Birds!) 
 

Cantor Steve 

Rabbi's Fund 
Beth & Steve Burak 
In Memory of Leonard Lafair 
 
Susan Twersky 
In Memory of Barnett Daley 
and Hal Lipman 
 
Bill & Yael Golton 
In Memory of Rebecca Golton 
 
Marcy Abrams 
In Memory of Evelyn Diamond 
 
Andi & Adlai Joseph 
In Memory of Stuart Hirsh and 

Celia Hirsh 
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In the President's monthly newsletter, both Rich and I believe it is important that we 
keep you abreast of the projects that our leadership has been working on. Your          
committees, Executive Board, and Congregational Board  are continuing to improve 
our synagogue. We lean on our mission and vision to govern our direction. 
Our mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid fosters a welcoming, vibrant, and  
inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the Conservative movement 
with progressive teachings. Together we enjoy spiritual, cultural, and social activities 
while encouraging social action and lifelong Jewish learning. 
 
Our vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid aspires to be the heart of our Jewish 
community, supporting the religious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse  
population, with an open invitation to explore and celebrate Judaism. 
 
Last year we hired Rabbi Michal to help guide us to the future. She has brought us 
innovative ideas, education, community outreach, programming, and spirituality to 
our synagogue. One important project that needed to be addressed was an easy-to-
follow and cost effective kashrut policy. We have run into numerous barriers      
maintaining our kosher kitchen and bring affordable meals to our congregants. 
Therefore, a subcommittee of the religious committee was formed to help create 
new guidance to maintain and define our kosher policy. Our new policy will help us 
become more inclusive, family friendly, and cost effective. The committee diligently 
worked with rabbinic guidance and food service professional Scott Noye. Extensive 
research was done, and they created a new modernized three-phase plan proposal. 
This proposal was approved unanimously by the religious and executive committees, 
and was brought to the general board where the new motion was passed. 
 
The core of the new policy is that our kitchen will now become strict vegetarian, 
dairy, pescatarian and vegan. We will have no meat in the kitchen, so as not to     
create any confusion or contamination. Meat dishes provided by an approved kosher 
caterer will still be welcomed in the synagogue, just not in the kitchen. We are also 
working on a plan to allow non-hechshered dairy meals in the rest of the building.  
 
Phase two of this plan is that the committee will be creating a new educational    
program to help everyone understand the process. Phase three will be                     
implementation. To fully unveil this new plan will take some time and patience. The 
committee and rabbi are open to hearing feedback and suggestions, and they will be 
holding four focus meetings to do so. Once the plans have been approved, they will 
be released to the general congregation. We look forward to having cost-effective 
family dairy meals in the synagogue. 
 
Along with our new kosher policy, we have begun offering both traditional and      
creative services on Shabbat. They have been well publicized and occur                   
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approximately every two months. Both of our services have been extremely successful, 
well attended, and meet the needs of our diverse congregants. Our goal is making      
Judaism accessible, enjoyable, meaningful, and comfortable for our entire                  
congregation. 
 
As we grow and adapt to the needs of the community, we thank you for your             
understanding and patience. We hope that there is a place for everyone to celebrate 
Shabbat, religious holidays, social and education experiences. We are ONE big family. 
 
I would also like to introduce our new custodian and facilities manager, Robert Russo. 
Robert comes to us with over 30 years of contracting experience. Please welcome him. 
As we celebrated our beloved Eagles winning the Super Bowl and the holiday of  
Tu B'Shevat, we are reminded that spring is right around the corner. I hope your spirits 
are high and there is a smile on your face. 
 
 
Marc Belitsky 

Bernett Family Fund 
Ben and Joan Rose 
In Memory of Anna Rose 

ÑŸƖċőНÅĲƚƣŸƖċƣŔŸŰН[ƨŰĬ 
 ċŰĦǃН7ƖċĬĤƨƖĬ 
fŰЮ~ĲůŸƖǃЮŸŉЮ~ċǂЮuũĲŔůċŰ 

Building Maintenance Fund 
Maury & Penny Reiter 
In Memory of Teddy Sherin 
 
RoseJoy Kleinman 
In Memory of Aaron Vigderman 
 
Nancy Fox, Sam & Simon Fox 
In Memory of beloved brother and uncle  
Kenny Fox 
 
Sharon Teres 
In Honor of Marilyn Bamash 
 
Marilyn Bamash 
In Memory of Helen Welsh 
 
Penny & Maury Reiter 
In Memory of Shira Reiter Traurig 
& Celia Meyers 



We’d like to begin this article with everyone stopping to think about the one common             

denominator that brings people together … FOOD! 

 

The Religious Committee has appointed a subcommittee whose task is to devise a plan for our 

kitchen so that all members of our congregation will feel comfortable coming into our              

synagogue and sharing a meal together. 

 

This committee has spent countless hours researching and discussing who we are as Jews and 

what degree of kashrut stringency should be observed. Are congregants and potential new 

members comfortable eating only glatt kosher foods? Are some more relaxed as long as meat is 

not involved? Use of only disposable items for serving and eating? Endless discussions ensued, 

trying to present a plan that would be inclusive and welcoming while keeping in mind our       

financial budget. 

 

The plan we all agreed upon is a kitchen that is to be: 

Kosher 

Pescatarian (kosher fish) 

Vegetarian 

Dairy 

 

How, you may ask, is this achieved? That, friends, is where you all come in. There will be         

extensive signage and education as part of the next phase of this project. But we need to hear 

everyone’s thoughts about comfort degrees so that we can break bread together in an            

atmosphere that is safe and relaxing. 

 

Our intention is to have a few “listening sessions” where congregants can express their thoughts 

and hear others’ opinions. In doing so, the collective congregation will help shape our kashrut 

guidelines and enable us to eat together. When the dates of the listening sessions are              

announced, please use that opportunity  to attend one session and tell us where your degree of 

kashrut stringency and comfort lies. Without your input, it will be difficult to come to a           

consensus of kashrut acceptance in our kitchen. 

 

Our committee is looking forward to seeing everyone in the upcoming listening sessions (focus 

groups). And yes, food will be involved! 

 

The Kitchen Committee 

Need your thoughts... 
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Love Thy Neighbor 

Love Thy Neighbor (LTN) Committee is sponsoring a talk and luncheon on Saturday, 

March 29. The talk will be during services, beginning at 11:30 am. All are welcome! 

Please join us as Pastor Sarah Cooper-Searight from the Swarthmore Presbyterian 

Church will be sharing information and stories about their amazing charitable 

group, First Place Swarthmore. This all-volunteer group helps welcome refugees 

from various places by providing short-term apartments  in Swarthmore and core 

supports until they settle in a permanent location. 

 

LTN committee members have volunteered several times, donating needed items, 

moving furniture to First Place’s storage unit, etc. There are so many ways to get 

involved — regardless of your time commitment or experience. We can't wait for 

you to hear about how WE as a congregation and community can help repair the 

world by literally Welcoming the Stranger  and loving our neighbors. Vegan and  

gluten-free food options will be available. 

 

Please RSVP to the CBENT office by 3/25/25 to ensure we have food and drink 

aplenty! Thank you! 
 

Love Thy Neighbor works with Project S.H.A.R.E., a Childhood Cancer charity 

headed by Shannon Mahler, our Vice President. 

 

Last month, CBENT congregants joined others and purchased about $500 in 

books from Children's Book World, an incredible small, local, woman-owned   

business!  All books donated were for kids with cancer and their siblings at CHOP, 

and any books bought for oneself yielded a store credit donation for us to buy 

MORE books for these special kids! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!! 

Way to go, CBENT community! 
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Puzzle 
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Men’s Club: Ray Krautheim & Richard Gordon 

There were several successful events over the last month. 
 
And that’s a wrap! – After a minor snow delay, our Mensch Making                     
Academy students participated in the FJMC World Wide Wrap, along with Rabbi 
Michal, Cantor Steve and Morah Ruth. Together, along with several other           
congregants and parents, we engaged in conversation and knowledge sharing 
about the history and practice of wearing tefillin. It was the first time experiencing 
the special feeling of tefillin for many of us and a refresher for others. Thank you to 
Dr. Gary Bernett, Larry Gorson-Marrow, Richard Brody and Elizabeth Brunswick for 
spending a portion of your morning guiding our participants. 
 
Super Bowl Fund Raiser – The Men’s Club sponsored our annual Super Bowl pool 
with over 40 participants. Congratulations to the winners – Andrew Bernstein, 
George Saxe, Arthur Pollin and Dave Kaplan. It is always a fun event, but was even 
more special this year with the Eagles’ resounding victory! 
 
Volunteers for JRA – On March 23, the Men’s Club is sponsoring a volunteer effort 
with the Philadelphia Jewish Relief Agency to pack and deliver food boxes to the 
needy. Food packaging will begin at 10:00, followed by food delivery. For those that 
are interested in joining us, please contact Rich Gordon before March 18. All        
volunteers must be registered with JRA by March 18. 
 
Spring aƛǘȊǾŀƘ Project  – We will be performing our annual spring mitzvah project 
to beautify the synagogue and/or synagogue  grounds as we do each spring. More 
information on the date and exact project will be provided shortly. 
 

Ray Krautheim & Richard Gordon  



Thank you CBENT Men’s Club for bringing the FJMC’s World Wide Wrap to 
our congregation and our school. We are thankful to everyone who helped 
us learn how to perform this important mitzvah and for teaching us how to 
lay tefillin. 
 
(FJMC - Federation of Jewish Men’s Club)   
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Sisterhood: Marilyn Bamash 
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Thank you all for your love and good wishes on my award from the CBENT Trustees. 
Your outpouring of support for me over these years has kept me happy to work for 
CBENT.  
 
Please join Sisterhood for our inaugural Zoom book club on Monday, March 24, 
from 7:00–8:15 pm. Everyone (including men) is invited to meet quarterly via Zoom 
to discuss current books of Jewish content. In response to the survey that Penny 
and Jenna sent, the first book will be “The Heaven & Earth Grocery Store” by James 
McBride. Please RSVP to montesano33@gmail.com if you would like to join us. (And 
since reading the book is NOT a requirement, everyone is eligible to participate.) 
 
Now is your chance to take part in a special Sisterhood Shabbat March 28 featuring 
Influential Jewish Women . Be prepared for a “Who Am I?” contest where prizes will 
be awarded to the winners. Naturally, an expanded Oneg will be one of the         
highlights of the evening. If you would like to be included in the service, please 
RSVP AS SOON AS POSSIBLE to me at marilynpres@gmail.com. 
 
April 24 is our famous Bid & Buy — and donations are already being collected. What 
better way to stay warm than to clean those closets and get your “unused gems” 
ready for a new home? Check out the flyer to order your tickets and make seating 
arrangements for this fun-filled event. 
 
As requested many times, Penny Meyers will teach two sessions of beginner Mah 
Jongg  at 7:00–9:00 pm on Wednesday, May 14 and May 21. The $50 fee includes 
both classes and your very own Mah Jongg card to keep. Checks payable to CBENT 
Sisterhood must be received by April 10, so cards can be purchased in time for the 
class. Space is limited to 20 people — reserve now so you don’t miss out! 
 
Yours in Sisterhood, 

 
Marilyn  

xŔĤƖċƖǃН[ƨŰĬ 
7ĲċƣƖŔĦĲН[ŸƖů 
fŰЮ~ĲůŸƖǃЮŸŉЮsċĦŸĤЮcċũƓĲƖŔŰ 

xċŰĬƚĦċƓŔŰŊН[ƨŰĬ 
ÅŸƚĲŢŸǃНuũĲŔŰůċŰ 
fŰЮ~ĲůŸƖǃЮŸŉЮ ċŸůŔЮéŔŊĬĲƖůċŰ 







Ellen Glassman Mitzvah Fund 
Scot & Debbie Goldberg 
In Memory of Harry Goldberg 
 
Debbie Weiss 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston,  
Ellen & Arnie Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Sharon Pastore 
In Memory of Sylvia Garrison 
 
Laura Schreiber 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston,  
Ellen & Arnie Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Beth & Steve Burak 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston,  
Ellen & Arnie Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Rosejoy Kleinman 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston,  
Ellen & Arine Glassman’s Granddaughter  

Religious School Designated Fund 
Arthur & Audrey Pollin 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston, 
Ellen & Arnie  Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Rosejoy Kleinman 
In Memory of Harry Leibowitz 
 
Nancy Fox 
In Honor of the Birth of Dakota Johnston, 
Ellen & Arnie Glassman's Granddaughter 
 
Andi & Adlai Joseph 
In Memory of Stuart Hirsh, and Celia Hirsh 
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Mensch Making Academy & Mini Mensch Academy 

Ellen Glassman, Education Director 
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Purim is always an exciting time for our students to brainstorm a theme and create 
a spiel/skit that they’d like to bring to life. They look forward to taking part in the 
spiel and dressing up while retelling the story with a modern twist. This year, they 
suggested performing “A Wicked, Wicked Purim.” When asked why they connected 
the movie “Wicked” with Purim, they brainstormed a list of themes that are         
important to them, which included, “identity, standing up for what you believe in, 
prejudice, equality, friendship, self-respect, popularity, privilege and belonging.” 
When we took a deep dive into these themes, we learned that “Wicked” was based 
on a novel written in 1995 by author Gregory Maguire. In an interview, Maguire  
explained that he “hoped his novels would give children the courage to stand up 
against hate and prejudice.” He wanted them to “know that they could stand up for 
what is right, even when doing so is difficult.” He wanted to “remind people to not 
be so quick to judge and demonize others.” 

We also learned that the music for Wicked was written by Jewish composers       
Stephen Schwarz and Winnie Holzman. Schwartz, who also wrote the music for the 
Prince of Egypt, drew upon his Jewish heritage with Wicked. He shared that he    
created the character of green-skinned Elphaba to be a kind, moral person who 
cares for her paraplegic younger sister and sticks up for her persecuted teacher Dr. 
Dillamond. Despite the goodness of her character, Elphaba is hated by almost     
everyone. People turned away from her green skin and mocked her. In an interview 
with Dr. Yvette Alt Miller for Aish Magazine, Schwartz stated, “I think a lot of       
musical theater themes speak to Jewish audiences because in many instances,   
musicals are about outsiders striving to discover how they might fit in’. He           
explained that “Wicked certainly resonates with many Jewish people’s experience. 
In today’s world, where Jews face rising antisemitism and are often demonized and 
seen as ‘other’, Elphaba’s green skin and the hatred she evokes feels timely and 
familiar.” 

Our class explored that the setting of Wicked has ‘dark secrets at its core’. In the 
story of Purim, Haman is the evil villain. It is revealed in Wicked that its ruler – the 
Wizard of Oz – is evil and a sham. Dr. Miller’s article likened that ‘the Wizard      
consolidated his power through fomenting fear of minorities’ and highlighted that 
one of the most memorable lines exchanged between Glinda and Elphaba is, ‘The 
best way to bring folks together is to give them a real good enemy’. They need a 
scapegoat. Throughout history, Jews have been scapegoated. Our students hope to 
empower everyone to come together for this Purim spiel and stand strong for what 
they believe in. 
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Cheer on our students and our congregants on Friday, March 14, as they perform a 
Wicked Wicked Purim! Here’s the plan: 

¶ 6 pm—Persian Shabbat at the Dinner Table (candle lighting, Kiddush, Motzi and 
Zmirot Shabbat) 

¶ 6:40 pm—Optional shortened Ma’ariv service in the chapel 

¶ 7 pm—A Wicked Purim Spiel featuring students and congregants  

¶ Dessert will follow, RSVP with phone number: 610-356-8700 

¶ Also join us on Thursday, March 13, for the Megillah reading in Hebrew at 7 pm. 
English translation will be provided on the big screen. 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone! Adults and kids are encouraged to dress in 
costume!  

Ellen 



Page 20 

Pancake and Pajama Breakfast is always fun at the Mensch Making and 
Mini Mensch Academy! We are grateful to all of the volunteers who 
helped us make the morning special for our students and their families!  
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Teens cook meals each month for people in need! Thank you April 
Wolfe and Helene Berkowitz for inspiring CBENT teens; their friends 
and teens from Marple Civic Youth to get involved and do a mitzvah!  
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The Mensch Making Academy’s Tu B'Shevat activity stations helped students learn 
how we are all stewards of the earth and empowered to take care of our                
environment. Corresponding to winter, spring, summer and fall, each station         
enabled students to taste the different fruits of the season and celebrate the       
birthday of trees, identify 64 different species of  trees through Tree Bingo, plant 
scallions to enjoy and use at the Passover Seder, introduce Gematria - assigning a 
numerical value to each letter in the Hebrew alphabet, where “Tu expresses the 
number 15 and the holiday falls of the 15th day of the month of Shevat, answer    
trivia questions, share a mitzvah that each student is willing to do to repair our world 
and have a relay race with fun fruits! Big thanks are sent to Rabbi Michal, faculty, 
Annie Weiss, Saundra Boyd,  parent volunteers and our Madrichim for guiding our 
students through each activity! 



































~ċƖĦőШΞΜΞΡШ-ШĬċƖШΡΤΥΡ 
ÉĦőŸŸũ 

~ĲĲƣŔŰŊƚ 
EƻĲŰƣƚ 
ÉĲƖƻŔĦĲƚ 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     Rosh Chodesh 
Adar 

1 Rosh Chodesh 
Adar 
9:45 AM 
Shabbat  
Terumah 

2 
9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan 
10:30 AM Mini 
Mensch  

3 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
 
7:00 PM Men’s 
Club Meeting 

4 
3:00 PM Voices of 
Jewish Legacy 
w/Rabbi Michal @ 
WELS 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Rabbi 

Michal 

7:00 PM Member-
ship Meeting 
7:30 PM Religious 
Committee 
Meeting 

5 
4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 
6:00 PM Teens 
Cook for a Friend 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Cantor 
Steve 

7:00 PM CBENT 
Singers 

6 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
1:00 PM Creative 
Crafters 
7:00 PM Kitchen 
Kashrut Forum 

7 
7:00 PM  
Kabbalat  
Shabbat (zoom) 

8 
9:45 AM  
Shabbat Zachor 
Tetzaveh 

9  
9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan 
10:15 AM Torah 
Readers’ Circle 
10:30 AM Mini 
Mensch 
10:30 AM Purim 
Carnival 

10 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
 
7:00 PM  
Sisterhood Board 
Meeting 

11 
3:00 PM Voices of 
Jewish Legacy 
w/Rabbi Michal @ 
WELS 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Rabbi 

Michal 

7:30 PM Executive 
Board Meeting 

12 
4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 
 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Cantor 
Steve 

 

13 Erev Purim 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
 
7:00 PM Purim 
Traditional  
Megillah Reading 

14 Purim 
 
6:00 PM Purim 
Seudah (dinner) 
6:40 PM Kabba-
lat Shabbat 
7:00 PM Purim 
Spiel 

15 Shushan  
Purim 
9:45 AM  
Shabbat Ki Tisa 

16 
9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan 
9:30 AM Kitchen 
Kashrut Forum 
10:45 AM Better 
Together 
12:00 PM Love 
Thy Neighbor 

17 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
 
7:00 PM  
Finance Meeting 

18 
3:00 PM Voices of 
Jewish Legacy 
w/Rabbi Michal @ 
WELS 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Rabbi 

Michal 

7:30 PM Kitchen 
Kashrut Forum 
on Zoom 

19 
4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Cantor 
Steve 

7:00 PM CBENT 
Singers 

20 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
1:00 PM Creative 
Crafters 

21 
7:00 PM  
Kabbalat  
Shabbat (zoom) 

22 
9:45 AM Shabbat 
Parah Vayakhel 
12:20 PM Philo-
sophical Issues of 
Judaism 

23 
9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan 
9:30 AM Kitchen 
Kashrut Forum 
10:15 AM Torah 
Readers’ Circle 
11:00 AM Mini 
Mensch 
1:30 PM Waltz 
Group 

24 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 

25 
3:00 PM Voices of 
Jewish Legacy  
w/Rabbi Michal @ 
WELS 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Rabbi 

Michal 

7:30 PM Board 
Meeting 

26 
4:00 PM Mensch 
Making Academy 
6:30 PM Evening 
Minyan w/Cantor 
Steve 

27 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 
7:30 PM Security 
Committee 
Meeting 

28 
7:00 PM  
Kabbalat  
Shabbat (zoom) 

29 
9:45 AM Shabbat 
Mevarchim 
Hachodesh 
Pekudei 
Love Thy       
Neighbor        
sponsored  
Speaker & Lunch 

30 Rosh Chodesh Nisan 
9:00 AM Mensch 
Making Academy 
9:30 AM Morning 
Minyan 

31 
7:15 AM Morning 
Minyan 

     



03/03/2025  Jay Scheinfield 

03/06/2025  Lillian Garfinkel 

  Helene Berkowitz 

3/8/2025 Sophie Marx 

03/11/2025 Michal Morris Kamil 

03/12/2025  Andrew Holt 

03/13/2025  Janet Belitsky 

03/14/2025  Mark Henninger 

03/15/2025  Marcia Abrams 

03/16/2025  Alan Gothard 

03/18/2025  Mark Bernstein 

  Susan Strieb 

  Barbara Friedrich 

03/20/2025  Kenneth Frank 

03/21/2025  Nancy Fox 

  Arthur Pollin 

03/23/2025  Lisa M Dolson 

03/25/2025  Daniel Bernstein 

03/27/2025  William Golton 

03/29/2025  Effie Brenner 

  David Stall 

03/30/2025  Marcie Levin 

 3/30/2025 David Kaplan & Jennifer Kaplan 

https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15649643
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15647829
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648341
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=18674513
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=19528557
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=17169874
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15647036
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15649639
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15646985
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15649717
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15647040
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648284
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15650549
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648087
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15649248
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15647425
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15650747
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15650756
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15647225
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648093
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15650850
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648353
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648120
https://cbent.shulcloud.com/admin/person.php?id=15648121




Puzzle Answers 



DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON–DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND  

Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission state-
ment for each of these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or 
more of these funds. In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND  

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special educa-
tion needs for the children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious 
School tuition for families in need.  

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND  

To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.  

THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutor-
ing, textbooks, trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated 
jointly with the Shames family, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.  

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND  

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or 
whatever capacity the Board and Founder/s may determine.  

ADULT EDUCATION FUND  

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the 
CBENT adult community 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for pro-
gramming. In lieu of an Adult Education Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input 
on adult educational programming.  

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND  

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action 
Fund will in the best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecuri-
ty, increase self-sufficiency, provide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality 
of life for those in need.  

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND  

The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of 
CBENT children.  

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND  

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot. 
Funds may be used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.  

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND  

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been pur-
chased, the Fund can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed 
and as determined by the Rabbi and/or Religious Committee.  

CBENT Friends Designated Fund 

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult 
membership and prospective new members of CBENT congregation.  

Designated Fund of Torah Restoration 

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This 
includes all fees and materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve 
the spending of funds.  



UNDESIGNATED FUNDS  
Davidow Fund  

Hulnick Fund  

K’Tonton Fund  

Library Fund  

Orloff Fund  

J. Jay Wolf Fund  

Landscaping Fund  

Judy Linder Fund  

Dori Riesenfeld Fund  

David Schwartz Fund 

Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund 

Cantorial Fund  

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION  
DEDICATION AMOUNT  

Eternal Light $ 36,000*  

School Entrance $ 10,000  

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) $ 2,500  

Sound System $ 5,000  

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000  

Kipah Holders (2) $ 2,500  

Founder $ 1,500 -$ 1,999  

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000  

Sanctuary Seats $ 500  

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499  

*Some members already gave $5,000  

MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a 

Memorial Plaque. Plaques are placed in the 

Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting 

memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is 

brought to the sanctuary entrance and mount-

ed on the yahrzeit memorial wall located out-

side the Minyan chapel entrance.  

Cost is $350 

Contact the Synagogue office for  

details and to make a donation…..  

610-356-8700  

Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the 
name of Funds that do not meet the requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of 
“Undesignated Funds”. 

CHAI WALL 

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 

Wedding Anniversary, significant 

Birthday or Wedding by purchas-

ing a Chai Wall Plaque. Your Sim-

cha will always be remembered 

in our Synagogue! 

Cost is only $175 
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IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 

CALL THE OFFICE 

610-356-8700 
 

Michal Morris Kamil — Rabbi 

Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus 

Steven Friedrich — Cantor 

Ellen Glassman —Education Director 

Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director 

Marc Belitsky and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents 

Mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid is dedicated to 
fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and  
inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the 
Conservative movement with Reconstructionist teach-
ings. We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activi-
ties, and encourage social action and lifelong  
Jewish learning.  
 
Vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid aspires to be 
the heart of our Jewish community, supporting the  
religious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse  
population, with an open invitation to explore and  
celebrate Judaism.  
 
Values: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid centers itself 
around these five sets of core principles:  
 
· Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a warm and 
caring family environment where Jews of all ages, back-
grounds, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual orienta-
tions, and their loved ones feel welcome and  
respected 
 
· Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create  
opportunities for people to form meaningful connections 
with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives 
 
· Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage  
people of all generations to explore Jewish identity,  
heritage, and community and to celebrate Judaism 
through a variety of religious, educational, and social ac-
tivities 
 
· Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals and prac-
tices of Judaism while adapting to current times, appreci-
ating the values of both tradition and modernity 
 
· Social Action & ¢ƛƪƪǳƴ hƭŀƳ: We wholeheartedly sup-
port the needs of our wider community in collaboration 
with other religious and secular institutions. 


