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Joe Pless

jess222@gmail.com
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Check the weekly announcements for Shabbat services being in person or on
Zoom. If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700
so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation.
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RABBI MICHAL

Going back to a place once called 'home' is never easy. Even more so, when it
is Israel. The 'catching up', sharing and explaining; the feeling of being an
'insider-outsider' where everything is instinctually familiar and yet in reality
isn't; the understanding that life goes on and one's role in other people's lives
may be important but diminished due to the daily routine; and mostly, that
you yourself have changed and are not the same person as when you left.
Living thousands of miles away from this home of birth and heart, in the
comfort of my living room and tv in Broomall, PA, my community CBENT, and
my twin citizenship (in my case third as | am also British), | have been following
and connected to the goings on in Israel literally through my umbilical cord as
my youngest daughter Matal lives there, in Tel Aviv, as well as my brother
Benny, outside Jerusalem. Every siren alert, every news flash, every direct and
indirect communication maintains that very strong connection and
identification with this parallel reality. It's hard to describe in words, but it
impacts my daily perspectives and understandings of human existence.

| share this with you because | AM your new Rabbi and | so want you to 'get'
me so we can build deep relationships with one another based on this
familiarity, and perhaps sensitization, as at times | hear through the grapevine,
"Oh, she's talking about Israel...Again", and my immediate thought is, "As
Jews, why aren't you? Israel and Judaism cannot be separated, or can it?"

Yesterday, | deeply listened to a student who with sensitivity said, 'you can'
and the student said in a very understandable context of having to potentially
'take sides' regarding the current conflict. I.E., not recognizing that Israel's
enemies are suffering in this war as well. And | really appreciated this student's
candor and courage to share, as for me that demonstrated intellectual and
moral courage to speak up and question, even though we may not agree. It
demonstrated 'conscience’, and | explained that war is complex and never
simply binary, and that it reflects how complicated and multi-layered humanity
is in understanding the reality on the ground as though one species, each with
a unique perspective, Betzelem Elohim.

Art is a wonderful way of highlighting the complexity of human consciousness,
and is an enriching universal language that is open to multiple interpretations
dependent on the viewers' experiences and understandings. | was thankful to
gain those insights while in Israel through the eyes of Israeli artists, and it

so brought this web of diversity home.

| SPENT 12 DAYS IN ISRAEL. And yet, so much of my perspective felt challenged
by that feeling of 'insider-outsider'. | spoke to family and friends, journalists,
psychologists, archaeologists, town planners, historians, taxi drivers-Jews and



Page 3

Arabs, Rabbis, religious, secular, politically left and right, so many views and
perspectives on the current situation. And | was awed by the variation and lack
of uniformity in perception and grasp of the situation, and its impact
individually and collectively. | plan to do a series of presentations to the
community through the many photographs | took, and conversations | had
where | was 'the listener and poser of open ended questions' so that | can
create a portrait of Israelis in December 2024. The relevance, and in actuality,
a response to that student, is that Israel is a microcosm of our existential
reality here in the USA as Jews who are American, and a reflection of the
multiple moral dilemmas we face that can be held in the 'same space at the
same time' in a world that is more complex and challenging than ever,
especially for young people whose foundations are being challenged, often to
the core. As a 'spiritual Jewish leader', familiar with a history and legacy of
thousands of years of a people that has repeatedly faced existential threats of
destruction, resilience, moral and ethical humanitarian grounding, and
initiative, the times we live in are not new. But we have changed.

| hope you will join me for these conversations (date TBD), and together we
will find answers to the 'why'. As Jews we should relate to what's going on in
Israel deeply, and ask questions like, "What can we do from here?" which |
was asked yesterday by some wonderful members of CBENT as well, and see
ourselves as the extended family that is impacted on so many levels. And not
just because of the Anti-Semitic backlash, which is major, and only one part of
deeper and more probing questions for discussion.

In the meantime, | leave you with one small exhibition by artist Rachel
Rabinowitz from Kibbutz Dafna in the northern tip of the Galilee (where my
eldest daughter went to Junior High) which | saw in the Tel Aviv Art Museum
on the day | left. Rachel's trauma, having to evacuate and abandon her home
this past year, is reflected in her drawings and for me spoke deeply as it
highlighted what many Israelis | spoke to are feeling real time, at the moment,
post October 7, 2023.

| wish us all a meaningful Hannukah and wish to follow Hillel in my lighting this
year from 1 candle to many, from darkness to light, as the miracle is about the
human spirit's capacity to find light and hope in the darkest of times and
places.

Chag Urim (Lights) Sameach and with love,
Rabbi Michal
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CANTOR’S NOTES

The Good and the Bad of Ritual

Every Shabbat—no, every religious service—I experience tension due to its
ritual. We repeat most of our prayers three times daily. After a time, the words
become routine. They can be recited without any conscious thought. How
must they be to the congregation if they become routine for me? At the same
time, the ritual of these services may be comforting to those who view the
ritual as a mantra, enabling meditation and relaxation. As | perceive it, the
dilemma is the interplay between the community's rituals and each
congregation member's spiritual needs.

Our rituals are actions performed in a prescribed order, often with symbolic
significance. They serve various purposes. They foster a connection to
something larger than oneself (e.g., religion, community, nature). They may
provide comfort and reassurance in times of uncertainty or stress. Ritual offers
a framework for transformation, facilitating personal growth, and spiritual
development. The repetition of our prayers reinforces their meaning and
creates a sense of rhythm and flow to the service.

Rituals can create a sense of meaning and purpose, but they can also become
rigid and mechanical if not approached with mindfulness and intention. Every
individual in attendance is free to choose whether or not to participate in the
rituals and will undoubtedly have their own personal interpretation of them.

Balance is the key to solving this dilemma. Our ritual services provide structure
and support, a sense of communal strength, and solidarity of purpose. Yet the
service is informal enough to allow each individual to find their own way to
connect with G-d, the community, or themselves. Attendees are free to enter
or leave the service as they wish. Our Siddur and Chumash encourage
individual study and interpretations of our sacred texts. Yet, all are welcome to
join in dialogue with the Rabbi or join in song and prayer with the community
when the ritual strikes a chord within them.

While our ritual comforts many, it is not the only reason to attend our services.
Chatting with someone nearby is okay even while the ritual service is
performed. It’s okay to sit alone and be quiet if you wish, and it’s also okay to
sing out loud in the midst of a group. Some come for the Torah reading, some
for the Rabbi’s Dvar, and some for the Kiddush or Oneg at the end of the
service. Some might even come to hear the Cantor sing or, better yet, to sing
along with the Cantor.

Whatever your reason for coming to services, it is its rituals that bring us
together towards a common goal of love and respect for each other by
steering us all in the same direction. Our rituals can be a powerful tool for
personal and spiritual growth, but they should never be used to stifle individual
expression or choice. Rabbi Michal and | have made many efforts to make our
services more accessible and more spiritual for everyone, regardless of skill
level. Like any skill, making the ritual work for you requires some practice. But
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it also requires your input and feedback to help us make our rituals more
memorable for you.

Happy secular New Year. | hope to see you in shul.

Coantor Steve

Cantorial Fund

Beth & Steve Burak

In Memory of Jonathan Wolf Lafair
In Memory of Lillian Burak

Henri & Debbie Levit

In Memory of Barnett Daley

Rabbi's Fund

Rob & Bess Koenigsberg

In Memory of David Schreiber
Beatrice Form

In Memory of Sarah Halperin
Dorothy Schindler

Steven & Frances Lesser In Honor of Lorna Gorberg's 90th Birthday
In Memory of Bella Lesser
Marshall Chick

In Memory of Adele Chick

Beverly Emanuel

In Memory of Bernie Brown

& Selma Rosenbaum
I

B’Mitzvah
Meeting:

Sunday. January 26

11:00 AM
Mandatory For Parents of

Students in 3th, fith & 7th Grades
who have not yet been
Don’t miss this opportunity to
get the important information
you need to know for your
B'Mitzvah:!

RSVP to the office
office@cbent.org
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CO-PRESIDENT: MARC BELITSKY

Welcome to 2025. If we were to review our past year, it would take many
pages and I'm sure no one would read it. Suffice to say CBENT has had a very
full calendar. We are a very active and vital synagogue and center of the Jewish
community in Delaware County. | would like to thank the arms of this
synagogue, the board and all our congregants for everything that we
collectively have accomplished. Together, we maintain a welcoming
atmosphere here at CBENT. With that in mind, we have new members that
have joined our congregational family, and we have welcomed our new
spiritual leader, Rabbi Michal. Just a quick rehash over the past month in case
you missed something. Our school stays active and was involved in a field trip
to Mary Magdalen Church where we continue sharing religious holidays and
customs with our Christian neighbors. We had Shabbat school, and the
following week had a visit from Shoshana McKinney Kirya Ziraba from the
Abayudaya Jewish community in Uganda. Shoshana, who represents Tikvah
Chadasha Uganda shared her Shabbat Dvar and her personal story with us.
Men’s Club and Trustees had another successful latke bingo and raffle. CBENT
was well represented at the Mid-Atlantic Federation of Jewish Men’s Club Man
of The Year event held at Adath Israel. We were also asked to participate in the
Delaware County Hannukah party to help increase the Jewish presence in
Delaware County. Rabbi Michal came up with an idea of sharing Hannukah with
all the arms of the synagogue culminating with a traditional Chinese dinner. As
for Rabbi, she ventured to Israel for two weeks to reconnect with family and
friends and share in celebrating the graduation of her daughter Matal as she
received her Master's degree.

As for the state of the congregation, our Board continues to function in
supporting the synagogue socially, spiritually, and financially. We continue to
work on improvements throughout the synagogue; we encourage you to use
ShulCloud. Not only to improve our communication, but it helps with our
bookkeeping and attendance records for events. If you are unsure how to use
it, please call the office and they will take you through a very quick and easy
tutorial. Our website is continually being worked on to improve its layout and
content. Thank you to our Vice President, Lauren Homel, our technical advisor,
Brad Miller, and our layout and marketing advisor, Larry Cetlin, for their help
and guidance.

It is said that in times of darkness, the spirit of Hannukah literally brings light.
Although it may be dark outside and our days of sunshine are short, CBENT
shines bright throughout the year. Come and join us and find an event to help
you connect to your Jewish community. Shabbat services and minyan happen
on a regular basis. There are social events with young families, Mini Mensch,
Mensch Academy, Men's Club, Sisterhood, Trustees, and social action events
with Love Thy Neighbor. We always have something going on. If you are not
receiving any of our electronic weekly announcements, please call the office
and we will happily add your email to the list.
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In January we are looking forward to more events including Men's Club
Shabbat on January 17, and there is always Tuesday evenings with the Rabbi,
and Wednesday evenings with the Cantor on Zoom at 6:30 pm. We are here
for you, and we listen to our members. Please reach out to the Rabbi, office or
one of our Presidents if you have any suggestions, concerns, or needs. We are
your extended family.
Co-Presidents,
Marc Belitsky
Richard Brody
| would like to thank my CBENT family for your support
at the Man of The Year event for the Federation of
Jewish Men's Clubs Annual awards dinner. It was very
thoughtful and appreciated. Happy Hannukah to all!
|
Building Maintenance Fund
| The Brody Family
General Fund In Memory of Mary Brody
Amy Blake & Bill Wegener In Memory of David Schreiber
In Memory of David Schreiber Maury & Penny Reiter
Rob & Ruth Bender In Memory of Jerry Sherin
In Memory of David Schreiber In Memory of Steven Sherin
Robert Berkowitz I
Norma Rosenfeld
In Honor of Lorna Gorberg's 90th Birthday
.
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MEN’S CLUB:
RAY KRAUTHEIM &
RICHARD GORDON

December was a time to celebrate the Hannukah holiday and enjoy time with
family and friends. The Trustees and Men’s Club sponsored our Annual
Hannukah Latke Brunch. Mensch Academy students enjoyed their latkes, Ellen
called out Hebrew Bingo and many lucky children also took home Hannukah
door prizes! Parents and volunteers also enjoyed having a latke or two
together; many wore Hannukah sweaters adding to the holiday festivities. The
Men’s Club also sponsored an annual Hannukah raffle. Prizes to the 4 winners
included $500 in cash, 2 Phillies tickets, $100 in lottery tickets and a basket of
cheer! Thanks to all who participated in the raffle helping to raise money for
the synagogue and to all who volunteered their time, particularly to Arthur
Pollin and Rob Bender for preparing the latkes.

Special Mazel Tov to Dr. Marc Belitsky who received the Men’s Club Man of
the Year award along with winners from other local Synagogues, sponsored by
the Federation of Jewish Men’s Club Middle Atlantic Region. CBENT was well
represented at the awards dinner with 2 tables of Marc’s friends and family in
attendance to celebrate with Marc; recognizing his many accomplishments
leading the Men’s Club for over a decade. The annual dinner is also a great
experience to celebrate together and meet congregants from other
synagogues in the area. Thanks also to the many congregants who submitted
tribute ads for Marc. The tributes were on display at the dinner and I'm proud
to say it appeared Marc had the most tributes! Way to go CBENT! 10% of the
money raised comes back to our Synagogue. For those of you who would like
to see the tributes, they will be on display at www.marfjmc.org.

Also during the month, several members volunteered to help with fall clean-up
of the synagogue grounds. Thanks to all the volunteers!

Mark your calendar for January 17 as the Friday night Shabbat service will be
led by the Men’s Club followed by dessert.

Also, get ready for our annual Super Bowl! “fun-raiser”. Just as last year, prize
money will total $1,000 to 4 lucky winners. Unlike last year, hopefully the
money will not be the only thing green in the Super Bow!!
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Lighting the menorah at the Men’s Club
Latke Bingo event

Man of the Year Gala sponsored by the Federation of Jewish Men’s Club
Mid-Atlantic Region honoring our own Dr. Marc Belitsky

I
Adult Education Fund
Debbie Weiss
In Memory of Edward Jay Weiss
Natalie Packel

In Honor of Lorna Gorberg's 90th Birthday
I

Landscaping Fund
Sharon Teres

In Honor of Marilyn Bamash
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SISTERHOOD: MARILYN BAMASH

| hope everyone had a good Hannukah and Secular New Year 2025. We pray
for a new year of promise, hope for a secure country, and peace through out
the world. Please continue to join us for all our activities as we unite in prayer
for Israel. If possible, please join the Rabbi and Cantor in attending Zoom
services on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings; and Fridays, either in person or
on Zoom. We could really use your help in providing comfort to those
observing a Yahrzeit. Here at home, we are planning a Jewish Book Club that
will meet in the evenings on Zoom. If you are interested in joining with
learning, discussions, and reactions to books of Jewish content, this is for you!
Our new member, Jenna Montesano will be our moderator. We will send a link
for you to join us, but if you have any favorite authors/books, you can email
Jenna at montesano33@gmail.com

Yours in Sisterhood,

Marilyn
Bernett Family Fund
Bonnie & Gary Bernett

In Memory of David Schreiber
Marvin & Sophia Davidow Fund
Vance & Andrea DiCristo

In Memory of David Schreiber

The Shames Fund
Marc & Janet Belitsky
In Memory of Dianne Shames

Dick Packel Fund

Sandy Melnikoff

In Memory of Leon Radosh
Natalie Packel

In Memory of Richard Packel
Natalie Packel

In Honor of Marc Belitsky's Man
of the Year Honor


mailto:montesano33@gmail.com




2025 Shalach Manot Bags

My/our name(s) should appear as:
Do you want a bag? Yes No

Circle the names below for $5 each, if not sending to the entire congregation.

Aaron, Seth & Megan

Abrams, Paul & Marcia

Akerman, Lara & Daniel Kohan

Al-Bakhit, Alanna

Alexander, Helen

Amon, Annette

Auslander, Sam & Cindy

Axelrad, Alexander & Elyse

Bamash, Rick & Marilyn

Barone, Linda

Belitsky, Marc & Janet

Bender, Robert & Ruth

Benheim, Shira

Berger, Margie

Berkowitz, Michael & Helene

Berman, Anne

Bernett, Gary & Bonnie

Bernett, Hana & Joel Schwarz

Bernstein, Daniel

Bernstein, Mark & Karen

Blake, Amy & William Wegener

Blum, Rabbi Emeritus Barry &
Amy Blum

Bradburd, Nancy

Brason, Marcia

Brenner, Barry & Effie

Brinkhus, Donna

Brody, Andrew

Brody, Daniel

Brody, Rebecca

Brody, Richard & Joyce

Brooks, Dorothy

Brown, Alan & Karen

Brunswick, Michael &
Elizabeth

Burak, Steven & Beth

Cetlin, Bernice

Cetlin, Lawrence & Rhonda

Chaitt, Richard & Shelley

Chick, Marshall

Cohen, Arthur

Cohen, Clifford & Donna

Cohen, Elaine

Cohen, Rhoda

Cohen, Ronald

Cooper, Todd & Melissa

Cooperstein, Jay & Jeri

Copelovitch, Larry & Meaghan
Messner

Daley, Eileen

Davis, Ruth

DiCristo, Joshua

DiCristo, Vance & Andrea

Dietz, Kenneth

Dolson, Robert & Lisa

Dziados, Ashley & Joseph

Dzubow, Mike & Yoana

Ellman, Susan

Emanuel, Beverly

Falcone, Sandra

Feldman, Michael & Trish

Form, Beatrice

Fox, Nancy

Frank, Kenneth

Freidenreich, Aron & Tova

Fried, Alan & Marina

Friedrich, Bernard & Barbara

Friedrich, Cantor Steve & Ann

Fuiman, Richard & Michelle

Galer, Arnold & Ina

Garfinkel, Lillian

Gewertz, Marc & Sue

Glassman, Arnie & Ellen

Goldberg, Daniel & Catherine
Daniel

Goldberg, Scot & Debbie

Goldman, Michael & Amy

Golton, William & Yael

Gorberg, Alan & Pam Stein

Gorberg, Lorna

Gordon, Richard & Sarah Wolf

Gorson-Marrow, Larry & Gigi

Greenberg, Murray & Sharon

Grzesik, Nancy

Gutkind, Michael & Sondra

Harmelin, Jennifer

Henninger, Mark & Ruth

Herron, Jonathan & Elana

Hoff, Jennifer

Hoffman, Jeff & Sarah

Hoffman, Joanne & Alan
Gothard

Holt, Andrew & Pamela

Homel, Stewart & Lauren

Jacobs, Stanley

Jaffe, Marc & Roslyn

Joseph, Adlai & Andi

Kahn, Debbie

Kamil, Rabbi Michal

Kanowitz, Shirley

Kaplan, David & Jennifer

Kaplan, Richard & Bonnie

Kates, Helene

Keisling, Aviva

Kleinman, Rosejoy

Kochavi, Jonathan & Cheryl

Koenigsberg, Robert & Bess

Krautheim, Charles & Sandra

Krautheim, Raymond & Lisa

LaVan, Frederick & Marthe

Law, Feri

Law, Jacquelyne

Lesser, Steven & Frances

Letofsky, Marilyn

Levin, Franklin & Marcie

Levit, Henri & Deborah

Lipman, Howard & Joan

Lourie, Eli & Jennifer Shrager

Manon, Miriam & Suzanne
Lundy

Marx, Jonathan & Sophie
Jacobs Marx

Melnikoff, Sandra

Meyers, Ed & Penny

Miller, Brad & Aimee

Millman, Mark & Marsha

Montesano, Jenna

Morrissey, Debra

Noye, Scott



Obludzyner, Matias & Michelle
Mancher

Ostroff, Judi

Ozer, Marlene

Packel, Natalie

Parnis, Amy & Chad

Pastore, Chris & Sharon

Pless, Joseph

Pollin, Arthur & Audrey

Pollin, Melissa

Poot, Jeffrey & Melissa

Poppel, Adam & Karen

Rednor, Blanche

Reiter, Maury & Penny

Rose, Benjamin & Joan

Rose, Iris

Rosenblum, Dina & Jack
Szychtel

Rosenfeld, Andrew & Karen

Roth, Katherine

Rothberg, Ruth

Rothman, Gerry

Rudolph, Gail

Saionz, Alan

Salus, Rebecca &

Kristofer Hodge

Samberg, Robert & Jill

Sandler, Leona

Saxe, George & Rande

Scheinfield, Jay & Susan Levy

Schreiber, Laura

Schwarcz, Myron & Lisa

Schwartz, Richard & Diane

Schwartz, Rod & Robin

Shatoff, Ken & Jean

Shumsky, Doreen

Spector, Jason & Jennifer

Stall, David & Judith Hausen

Stolar, Neal & Shannon Mahler

Strayer, David & Marcy
Borofsky

Strieb, Christine

Strieb, Susan

Thomas, Bruce & Anne

Tobin, Frank & Ilene Chester

Weinstein, Ronald

Weisfield, Phyllis
Weiss, Deborah

Weiss, Terry & Annie
Wolfe, David & April
Yellin, Felix & Faith
Zeiger, Bruce & Barbara
Zeiger, Elaine

Zeitlin, Joseph & Elaine

STAFF

*Rabbi Michal Kamil

*Rabbi Emeritus Barry Blum

*Cantor Steve Friedrich

*Ellen Glassman, Education
Director

*Larry Gorson-Marrow,
Executive Director

Saundra Boyd

*Annie Weiss

Jeff Needs

Peter Koka

TEACHERS

*Ellen Glassman
*Gigi Gorson-Marrow
*Ruth Henninger
*Andi Joseph

*Penny Meyers

Shari Robbins

*Anne Thomas

*Congregant

MADRACHIM
Naomi Fuiman
Nathaniel Holt
Derek Homel
Dax Kaplan
Sarah Levin
Ava Pastore
Eden Stolar

NON-MEMBERS’ NAMES @ $10
EACH TO BE PICKED UP AND
DELIVERED BY YOU (list here):

MEMBERS’ COLLEGE STUDENT
@ $18 EACH
Please provide address of each

student and make sure student is

available to receive the package.
(Provide additional names on a
separate paper.)

Name:

Address:

Check if | can help package on
Wednesday, March 5 at 6:30pm and

will contact Jennifer Shrager at
jlshrager@gmail.com
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Puzzle

ACROSS

10

1 Hebrew for "Repair The World" 8

2 Jewish Organization
3 LTN s an acronym for
4 Unpaid helper

5 To help others =
6 Religious school for tots

7 Used to be Knitters Club
8 Acronym for Temple Israel
9 Second part of 2 down

11

12

10 Alight bulb indicates 10

13

11 Toconnectisto.......
12 Januaryis a monthfor.......
13 Pep

11

14 Assist others 12
15 Make happen

DOWN

1 What knitters started making
2 Opposite of bad

3 Rabbi returned from visiting
4 Jewish National Fund has this acronym

5 Raising funds for big improvements

6 Dollars

7 Togiveisto.....

8 Everyone is welcome to join this Arm

9 January is a month for ......

10 Acronym for Congregation Beth EL - Ner Tamid
11 The males are part of this Arm

12 Checkyour clock for the .......

13 Ladies are part of this Arm

13

14

15
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MENSCH MAKING ACADEMY &
MINI MENSCH ACADEMY
ELLEN GLASSMAN, EDUCATION
DIRECTOR

Don’t let the Hannukah ruach and energy dissipate once we’ve celebrated 8
great nights together! Let’s keep celebrating! Join us on Saturday, January 11,
at 5:30 pm in the Felinton Auditorium for a congregational and all school
Havdalah* dinner dance! Cantor Steve and Rabbi Michal will lead us all in a
heartfelt Havdalah service and afterwards, Israeli dance specialist Pam Stein
will join forces with DJ Evan Kallish to lead us in nostalgic and popular dances
that everyone can enjoy listening to, singing along with and/or dancing!! Bring
your friends and family! We’ll be having a delicious light supper of blintzes,
bagels, borscht and babka with a side of potato latkes!

We're taking requests to play your favorite music and engage in line dances
and games. Hava Nagila, Tzena Tzena, the Hora, the Chicken Dance, Mayim,
the Macarena, Cupid Shuffle (the kids asked for this one!) Od Yavo Shalom
Aleinu, Sweet Caroline, tunes by Taylor Swift, Coke and Pepsi game, a little
Elvis Presley - we’ll be playing music to connect with everyone!!

* RSVPs to the office (610-356-8700) or to Ellen Glassman by Monday,
January 6, are a must! This program is free but donations are gratefully
accepted. We hope to see you there!! Questions? Suggestions? Contact Ellen
at cbentschool@gmail.com or Arthur Pollin at apgirard@verizon.net

Dorothy Brown, Education

Director at St. Mary Magdalen
Parish Religious Education
Program (PREP), Jackie Dooley
PREP teacher, Ellen Glassman
CBENTs Mensch Making
Academy Education Director,
Deacon Peter Zurbach, Mary
Zurbach, past Education

Director at the PREP


mailto:cbentschool@gmail.com
mailto:apgirard@verizon.net
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On Wednesday, December 11, our Mensch Making Academy traveled to St Mary Magdalen Church in
Media for our 27th annual interfaith program, sharing rituals, traditions and information relating to
Judaism and Hannukah along with Catholicism and Christmas. This gathering began in 1995 with
Emeritus Rabbi Barry Blum and Ellen Glassman, who believed that knowledge and understanding of
each other’s religion deepens respect and tolerance. Our current students asked thoughtful and deep
guestions. Father Eric and Cantor Steve answered them with knowledge and heart. Playing dreidel with
massive amounts of gelt and candy had every student engaged! We look forward to welcoming
students from St Mary Magdalen to CBENT in April for an Interfaith Passover Seder. Congregants are
welcome and encouraged to attend!
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Our Mini Mensch program partnered with jkidphilly for a morning of Hannukah singing, storytelling and
making Blessing Bags that will be delivered to people in need by the Love Thy Neighbor committee.
Thanks for the Trustees and the Men’s Club, families enjoyed latkes and applesauce too!! We appreciate
Miss Andi, Anne Thomas, and jkidphilly Parent Ambassador, Ashley Dziados, for working together to bring
this morning to life! Extra thanks are sent to Vance DiCristo and Marcie Levin, for registering participants,
Lauren Homel for overseeing our latke and Sufganiyot fundraiser, every congregant who purchased
donuts and latkes, Arnie Galer, for taking photos, Saundra Boyd, for helping students create the largest
Hanukkah Menorah in Delaware County that will be donated to Kids Against Hunger Food Pantry, Annie
Weiss and Larry Gorson-Marrow, for working tirelessly behind the scenes to help make everything
happen, Scot Goldberg for helping us dish out the most delicious latkes and co-presidents, Marc Belitsky
and Richard Brody, for supporting us every step of the way!
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Thanks to Men’s Club co-presidents Rich Gordon/Ray Krautheim and volunteers, and the generosity and
leadership of Arthur Pollin, Rob Bender, and the Trustees, students at the Mensch Making Academy and
their parents were treated to a wonderful morning of Hebrew Letter Bingo, Bagels and Latkes, complete
with gelt and Barnes and Noble gift card prizes! We appreciate ALL of the people behind the scenes who

helped bring this party to life, especially Karen and Alan Brown who helped us set up!

I
Religious School Fund
Elaine Zeiger
In Memory of Howard Wolfson
Sharon Teres
In Memory of Barnett Daley
Andi & Adlai Joseph
In Memory of Siegmund Joseph
& Yolanda Joseph
Arthur & Audrey Pollin
In Memory of David Schreiber
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FORMER MADRICH FLIES AS AN EAGLE!

Jacob Krautheim started his scouting career as a Cub Scout, earning the Arrow of Light — the
highest award in Cub Scouting — before joining Boy Scout Troop 44 at age 12. He then started on his goal
of completing 21 Merit badges to obtain the rank of Eagle Scout by age 18. An Academy Park grad, Jacob
is now a student at the Pennsylvania College of Technology in Williamsport.

For his Eagle Project, Jacob led fellow scouts, family, and friends in helping him to build and install
five wooden benches at Knowles Cemetery in Glenolden. He also rebuilt the flower bed that surrounds
the cemetery's flagpole and flag holders for all wars fought by those who were laid to rest there. We
appreciate Jacob for his generous contributions to the well-being of others and wish him the best for
every future happiness!

Jacob and his family along with the American Legion and the Jewish Council of Scouting
America representatives
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IN HONOR OF MLK DAY HERE ARE SOME QUOTES FROM

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.:

Hope: "Out of the
mountain of despair,
a stone of hope".

Light and darkness: "Darkness
cannot drive out darkness,

onlj light can do that".

Justice: "We shall overcome
because the arc of the moral
universe is long, but it bends
toward justice”.

History: "We are vot
makers of history., we
are wade by history",

Billewess: "Nevern succumb teo . »
the templation of bilt " SILENCE: "THERE COMES A TIME

WHEN SILENCE IS BETRAYAL”.

GFaith: Faith s taking
you can't bee the whole
" v

Peace: "ffti&mﬁm&uﬂvt&w'%w
must not wage wan.” [ftbs«mcwa)uj
t&ievepeawandmu’ﬁ@ﬁwiﬁ'.

Power: "l am not interested
in power for power's sake,
but I'm interested in power
that is moral, that is right
and that is good".

Injustice: “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere”.

Education: 'Intelligence plus
character — that is the goal of
true education”.

Letm%hbnqbﬂ@wwwup.
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Puzzle Answers
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School, Meetings

lleveiShevatsii8S Events, Services

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 Hanukkah 2 Hanukkah 3 4

Rosh Chodesh 7:15AM Minyan Shabbat Vayigash

New Year’s Day 1:00PM 9:45AM

Office Closed Creative Crafters

No Religious 7:00PM Kabbalat

School Shabbat on ZOOM

6:30PM Minyan

7:00PM Hanukkah

Candle Lighting
5 6 7 8 9 10 Fast of Tevet 11
9:00AM Mensch 7:15AM Minyan 4:00PM Mensch 7:15AM Minyan Shabbat Vayechi
Making Academy 6:30PM Minyan Making Academy 9:45AM
9:30AM Minyan | 7:.00pM Men’s 7:30PM Member- | 6:00PM Teens 5:00PM Mini
10:15AM Torah | Club Meeting ship Committee | CoOk 7:00PM Kabbalat | Mensch
Reader’s Circle 7:30PM Religious | 6:30PM Minyan Shabbat on ZOOM | 5:30PM Trustees &
10:30AM Better Committee 7:00PM CBENT Mensch Academy
Together Singers Havdalah/ Dinner
11:00AM Mini Dance! (LUCky 7)
Mensch
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
No Religious 7:15AM Minyan 4:00PM Mensch 7:15AM Minyan 7:00PM Men'’s Shabbat Shemot
School 6:30PM Minyan Making Academy | 1.00p\ Creative | Club Shabbatin 9:45AM

9:30AM Minyan

7:00PM Sister-

7:30PM Executive

6:30PM Minyan

Crafters

Person

12:20 Philosophical

12:00PM Love Thy | hood Board Board Meeting 7:00PM BINGO & | (MMA Lucky 7) Issues of Judaism
Neighbor Com- Meeting POKER!

mittee

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

No Religious Shofar Deadline 4:00PM Mensch 7:15AM Minyan Shabbat Mevarchim
School Making Academy 7:00PM Kabbalat | Vaera 9:45AM

9:30AM Minyan

7:15AM Minyan

10:30AM Mensch
Academy & LTN at
Wesley

7:30PM Finance

6:30PM Minyan

6:30PM Minyan
7:00PM CBENT
Singers

7:15PM Invest-

7:30PM Security

Shabbat on ZOOM

9:45AM

Mensch Making
Academy All Student
Service

Meeting ment Committee (Lucky 7)
26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00AM MMA 7:15AM Morning 7:15AM Minyan

9:30AM Minyan
10:15AM Torah
Circle

10:30AM Mini
Mensch
10:45AM Better
Together

11:00AM B’Mitz-
vah Meeting

Minyan

6:30PM Minyan

7:30PM Board
Meeting

4:00PM Mensch
Making Academy

6:30PM Minyan

1:00PM Creative
Crafters

7:00PM Kabbalat
Shabbat on ZOOM
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llevet/ShevatySii85S

Birthdays
Anniversaries

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Fran & Steve |Cheryl Kochavi Larry Cetlin
Lesser
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Rich Gordon Bernice Cetlin Lorna Gorberg Rob Bender Clifford Cohen
Rosejoy Klein-
man
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Jill Samberg Sharon Pastore | Andrew Rosenfeld
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Karen Poppel Brad Miller
26 27 28 29 30 31
Elizabeth Arnie Galer Ellen Glassman

Brunswick







HAR
JEHUDA

CEMETERY
& MAUSOLEUM

Drexel Hill, PA

An
Investment In
Thoughtfulness

The
Beth El -~ Ner Tamid Section

-Please contact the synagogue office at:
(610) 356-8700

Experience the Culture at

Wesley Enhanced Living
Main fine

« Full time Rabbi on staff

+ Weekly Shabbat services

« Weekly Kiddush and
shared lunch

+ Holiday services and
activities

« Spiritual lecture series

+ Author presentations

+ Intergenerational
programs and trips

For more information on our senior living options,

or to join us for our next event, call 610-355-1308

WESLEY EN);[AN(‘.ED LiviING
Main Line
100 Halcyon Drive « Media, PA 19063
1-877-U-AGE-WEL - www.WEL org

b Wesley Ennanced Livin 3 continuitg Coré retrement communit2s are non-grofit with o

massion to delver o purpose-filed Ee to residants



DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON-DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND

Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission state-
ment for each of these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or
more of these funds. In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special educa-
tion needs for the children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious
School tuition for families in need.

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.
THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutor-
ing, textbooks, trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated
jointly with the Shames family, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or
whatever capacity the Board and Founder/s may determine.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the
CBENT adult community 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for pro-

gramming. In lieu of an Adult Education Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input
on adult educational programming.

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action
Fund will in the best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecuri-
ty, increase self-sufficiency, provide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality
of life for those in need.

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND

The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of
CBENT children.

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot.
Funds may be used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been pur-

chased, the Fund can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed
and as determined by the Rabbi and/or Religious Committee.

CBENT Friends Designated Fund

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult
membership and prospective new members of CBENT congregation.

Designated Fund of Torah Restoration

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This

includes all fees and materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve
the spending of funds.



Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the name of

”

Funds that do not meet the requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of “Undesignated Funds”.

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS

Davidow Fund
Hulnick Fund
K’'Tonton Fund
Library Fund

Orloff Fund

J. Jay Wolf Fund
Landscaping Fund
Judy Linder Fund
Dori Riesenfeld Fund
David Schwartz Fund
Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund

Cantorial Fund

Contact the Synagogue office for
details and to make a donation.....
610-356-8700

CHAI WALL

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Wedding
Anniversary, significant Birthday or
Wedding by purchasing a Chai Wall
Plague. Your Simcha will always be

remembered in our Synagogue!

Cost is only $175

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION
DEDICATION AMOUNT

Eternal Light S 36,000*

School Entrance $ 10,000

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) S 2,500
Sound System $ 5,000

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000

Kipah Holders (2) S 2,500

Founder $ 1,500 -S 1,999

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000
Sanctuary Seats S 500

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499

*Some members already gave $5,000

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a
Memorial Plague. Plagues are placed in the
Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting
memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is
brought to the sanctuary entrance and mount-
ed on the yahrzeit memorial wall located out-

side the Minyan chapel entrance.

Cost is S350



Mission: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid is dedicated to
fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and
inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the

Conservative movement with Reconstructionist teachings.

We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activities,
and encourage social action and lifelong
Jewish learning.

Vision: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid aspires to be the
heart of our Jewish community, supporting the

religious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse
population, with an open invitation to explore and
celebrate Judaism.

Values: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid centers itself
around these five sets of core principles:

- Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a warm and
caring family environment where Jews of all ages, back-
grounds, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual orienta-
tions, and their loved ones feel welcome and

respected

- Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create
opportunities for people to form meaningful connections
with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives

- Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage

people of all generations to explore Jewish identity,
heritage, and community and to celebrate Judaism
through a variety of religious, educational, and social ac-
tivities

- Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals and prac-
tices of Judaism while adapting to current times, appreci-
ating the values of both tradition and modernity

- Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly

support the needs of our wider community in
collaboration with other religious and secular

institutions.

Congregation
Beth El—Ner Tamid
715 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Broomall, PA 19008
Permit # 35

CBENT LEADERSHIP
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
CALL THE OFFICE
610-356-8700

Michal Morris Kamil — Rabbi
Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus
Steven Friedrich — Cantor
Ellen Glassman —Education Director
Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director
Marc Belitsky and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents



