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Rabbi Michal  

We are on the doorstep of Elul, the closing month of the Jewish calendar. Like many 
of the names of our calendar, the source of the name is Babylonia, and was brought 
back with the exiles of the First Temple, who returned to Jerusalem after 70 years of 
adaptation and acculturalization to the local language and customs. It’s Babylonian 
meaning is ‘Harvest’. There was a similar word in Aramaic as well, meaning ‘Search’. And then in the 14th   
century, the Hebrew letters of  אלול came to represent the beautiful verse from the Song of Songs 6: Ani 
Le’Dodi Ve’Dodi Li- “I am for my Beloved and my Beloved is for me”- which was a love song to G-d.  

 

Our tradition always tries to attach meaning and metaphor to what otherwise may be regarded as the       
commonplace and commonality of ritual in our lives. And yet, Elul is an opportunity for closure, which      
beckons some sort of ceremonial experience.  

 

In fact, we have some beautiful practices in this new month. Akin to how our Sages teach us that we can start 
preparing for Shabbat on the prior Tuesday, so great is the anticipation, similarly, in Elul, we have the custom 
of blowing the Shofar, right after the morning service (except on Shabbat), announcing in anticipation the 
nearing of the new year. Like heralding the approach of royalty in the Middle Ages, we herald the birthday of 
our biblical ‘date’ for the world’s creation as well as humanity’s birthtime where human consciousness and 
the Divine connected, as well as an awareness of the seasonal cycles that came into being. Another important 
tradition is the internal work we initiate in preparation for the Day of Atonement, Yom Kippur, and beyond 
(technically Hoshana Raba on Sukkot). This includes reflection and a deep look into one’s mirror of the soul. 
Have we been kind? Have we loved our neighbor as ourselves, and NOT as ourselves, (for we are all in G-d’s 
image)? Have we actively been guardians of our environment? Have we pursued both justice and peace as we 
are commanded? Have we approached Mitzvot as an academic suggestion, or as a way of personally and   
ethically relating to this world through ritual practices, and if so, going the extra mile? 

 

The month of Elul is a gift and a blessing for providing ample opportunities, to get back on the path, the 
‘Torah’ way of life filled with values and morals that strive to improve humanity. Only then can we face G-d 
with our personal reckonings, ownership of our behaviors and spiritual connection, and personal resolutions 
of atonement and correction for the year 5785 and 2024/2025. 

 

In Psalm 27, which is traditional to recite daily in our prayers during Elul, these words in verse 11 sum up the 
spirit of the Elul prayer additions: 

Please teach me Your way  

And guide me on the straight path. 
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Elul is an opportunity for closure. But as the acronym of its letters, Ani Le’Dodi Ve’Dodi Li infer- with love, 
with compassion, with sincerity, and with self-care.  

 

I have been dealing with closure in this period of my transition from  my former community of Ahavat Torah 
in the City of Angels, to my new community of Beth El-Ner Tamid. Personally, I have had a chance to sort 
through my belongings and reflect, as well as think about my past relationships. There have been times I 
have cried like a baby, for example, when I came across a visiting card given to me by its owner 30 years ago, 
who was murdered on the 7th of October 2023 in her kibbutz by Hamas Terrorists, Vivian Silver z”l. There 
have been other times, like in my final Shabbat with my congregation, when my smile outstretched my face 
as the community shared their love and sorrow at my leaving, and their beautiful understanding and       
compassion telling me why they so support this next stage of my journey and showered me with reminders 
that I will keep in my new office in Broomall. Together we lovingly shared our three years of mutual growth 
and evolvement. 

 

I, in turn, gifted each member with a blank notebook and pen so they could journal Elul as a personal        
testament of the inner work they could do in the beautiful month of closure, creating their special space and 
time to record and that they could refer to.  

 

Closure is important before embarking on the new. Our Sages who created our beautiful Jewish calendar, 
knew that there is a much needed practice by human nature, that of ‘closure.’ I look forward to sharing this 
precious time with you during Elul as a lead up to celebrating our new Rosh Hashanah together. 

 

With love, 

 

Rabbi Michal 

Rabbi's Fund 

Ilene Chester & Frank Tobin 

In Memory of Phoebe Chester 

Marc & Sue Gewertz 

In Memory of Dorothy Gewertz 
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Cantor’s Notes 

Es Is a Bissel Meshugah 

This has been a relatively tumultuous year for us as a congregation as well as for our nation and for Israel. I 

really didn’t know how to describe it properly until Gov. Tim Walz said the word ‘weird.’ It was almost the 

perfect word to describe recent events. I would have preferred he used the word meshugah, Yiddish for   

crazy, strange, or weird. 

It has indeed been a meshugah year. Things seemed somewhat normal until October 7. It was Simchat      

Torah, a day normally filled with joy and celebration, singing and dancing, instead was overwhelmed by the 

murderous events in Israel, the capture of over 200 hostages, and the beginning of a nearly year-long war to 

eradicate those responsible for the atrocities of Oct. 7. I bet most of us thought the mighty Israeli forces 

would quickly free the hostages, capture the perpetrators of the atrocities, and free the Gazan citizens of 

Hamas’s cruel leadership. But those events never happened. Meshugah. The war has dragged on now for 

over 10 months. Over 40,000 people have died and so many thousands more left homeless in its wake.    

Meshugah and sad. It has been such a cruel war that even our own people have doubts about Israel’s moral 

and ethical responsibilities in wartime. Have they done too much or too little? Is the Israeli government in 

tune with the will of its citizens? Is there any solution to this issue that began in 1967? Can Israel survive as a 

democracy or has it turned into an authoritarian dictatorship? Is a two-state solution even viable anymore? 

We remain more conflicted than ever over the path Israel has taken. Meshugah. 

It has been a meshugah year for our country. It has been over 4 years since Covid killed a million of our     

citizens and changed the way we work and live. We were fortunate to have leadership that enabled us to 

survive the greatest pandemic of our time, to lead us out of the mess Covid gave us far ahead of the rest of 

the world. Yet, we have more doubts about the truthfulness of our leaders words, or the sincerity of their 

actions in doing what is best for the entire nation. Meshugah. A very large percentage of our citizens remain 

unconvinced that our election systems are being run honestly, despite repeated recounts that proved that 

their was no fraud or cheating involved in any previous election. Meshugah. Our country has actually        

progressed greatly since 2020, yet so many continue to claim that we are a nation in decline and whose 

leaders are corrupt regardless of the facts. Meshugah. 

For us at CBENT it has been a really meshugah year. Things seemed to be going so well until January when a 

sudden leadership change greatly altered our plans for 2024. It certainly came as a shock to me, and I’m sure 

to most of our congregation, that without much notice we found ourselves coming together to ensure that 

the Spring events (Purim, Passover, B’Mitzvahs, etc.) could still occur without interruption. Simultaneously, a 

committee was formed quickly to begin a search for a new Rabbi. The entire congregation came together to 

make sure that we remained as stable as possible through a most challenging 5 months as plans for rabbi 

visitations were hastily added to our calendar of events. Very quickly, the committee searched and            

interviewed a number of candidates. But our concerns remained high as many plans had to be adjusted 
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quickly. In particular was our leadership need for a B’Mitzvah and Shavuot in June, plus planning for the fall 

holidays and a new school year. There was so little time and so much to do. Our entire staff became a bissel 

meshugah, not quite knowing how things might, or might not, work out. 

I must honestly admit I had my doubts about our ability to find a new spiritual leader in so little time. But find 

one we did. Despite the odds, they found Rabbi Michal Morris Kamil and invited her for a weekend of         

services and interviews. For the first time since January, we could breathe a bit easier as Rabbi Michal         

endeared herself to our community. After a round of negotiations (another meshugah sequence of events) 

an agreement was reached. Rabbi Michal would move from her home in LA and join us September 1 in 

Broomall. 

The mishigas (weirdness) wasn’t quite over. Coverage for summer services and events were still needed. My 

greatest concern as we approached June was service leadership, as I was scheduled for vacation time that 

month. But much [sic] kudos goes to Aron Friedenreich for acting as our Rabbi for the summer months, giving 

sermons and talks while making every service an educational experience. Thank you, Aron, for your help this 

summer. Your participation took much of the mishigas out of this summer. 

I feel fairly sure that some of this mishigas may remain over the autumn months. It will take time for Rabbi 

Michal to move in and get situated with her new home, her new office, and her new responsibilities. Ellen 

and I have been in contact with Rabbi Michal throughout the summer to get her up and running things asap, 

while various synagogue committees have assisted her in finding a new home and getting things organized 

for her arrival. When she arrives, I believe the mishigas will disappear. 

Having met with Rabbi Michal I have every confidence that she is the right person to lead us. She has an    

excellent educational background (degrees in Rabbinic studies and Education) along with many years of     

experience. But it will take some time for her to become acclimated to our community and acquainted with 

our membership. But her success depends on us as much as it does on her own work ethic. She has many  

innovative ideas that she will want to share with us. I’m eager to see them implemented. For those ideas to 

work she will need the support that CBENTers have already demonstrated we are capable of giving. Let’s be 

sure to include many synagogue events on our personal calendars. Let’s show Rabbi Michal that we support 

her efforts by assisting her preparations and attending her services and events. That will enable her to help 

us heal from the mishigas of the past season. 

The mishigas is sure to continue elsewhere in the world. Hopefully our national mishigas will end November 

5 and/or Jan 20. At the very least we won’t be bombarded by political commercials 24/7. And, G-d willing, 

the leadership of both Israel and Hamas will come to their senses and work towards a mutually agreeable 

armistice to end the mishigas we’ve experienced over the moral and ethical dilemma imposed upon us by a 

conflict on the other side of the world. 

Some of that meshugeneh feeling may certainly linger into the new year. So, make it a point to escape such 

weirdness by joining in all the wonderful events, activities, and services that bring us together in a              

community of good feeling and a sense of hope that there is an escape from the meshugah  world we live in. 

Let us all, together, make the coming season at CBENT one of happiness and joy. Let’s leave the mishigas of 

the past few years behind us. 

Cantor Steve 



Thriving at 65 Fundraising Campaign!!!! 
 

Dear CBENT Community, 

 

CBENT is celebrating our 65th year as a congregation in Broomall in 2024!   

 

We have celebrated many simchas together, made life-long friends, evolved in our practice of Judaism, 

provided a strong and vibrant Jewish education for our children, supported each other during life cycle 

events and contributed to the needs of our surrounding community. We have much to celebrate about 

our past and to look forward to as we embark on our next 65 years!   

 

The past few years have had some challenges; a once in a hundred-year pandemic, restructuring our  

Religious school, and, after careful study, a recognition that we needed to evolve as a congregation to 

attract and  retain new members.  We have made strides in these areas as the          Religious School has 

grown threefold, and membership has stabilized and started to grow again as we have incorporated new 

practices. 

 

However, this progress has not come without a financial cost. The Board and Congregation expected this 

when passing the 23/24 Budget, though the actual deficit was larger than anticipated.  We expect       

another deficit, albeit smaller, in 24/25.  Our goal is to raise $150,000, and we are thrilled to announce 

that, including a large anonymous donation, we already have pledges of $77,000 to date & 100%         

participation from the CBENT Executive Committee!   

 

CBENT needs your help to defray the deficits!  The campaign starts in    earnest now!!  Giving levels are 

listed below.  Please reach out to the committee members or the Office with any questions.  Let us know 

how much you can help!   

 

 Donations of any amount are welcome.  Suggested levels for recognition are below: 

Platinum - $1,800 and above 

Gold – $1,000 and above 

Silver - $780 and above (12 x $65) 

Bronze - $250 and above 

Perform an Extra Mitzvah and also buy a brick as part of new parking lot  project - $154 

 

Note this campaign is in addition to our normal year-round fundraisers.   

 

The Thriving at 65 Fundraising Committee 

Margie Berger, Richard Brody, Ina Galer, Elaine Zeitlin and Mark Bernstein 
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Co-President: Marc Belitsky 

Welcome back, Congregation Beth El-Ner Tamid family. This is my first article as 

one of your new co-presidents. I have spent 29 years as a member of the        

congregation and 14 years as Men's Club president. It is now time to use some of 

my experience and passion to continue building a strong, vibrant, and inclusive 

Jewish community in this new leadership role. Over the past few years, as Chair of the Strategic Planning 

committee, many new ideas and procedures have rolled out enabling us to modernize and become a more 

vital and progressive institution. The trends of the future are to increase diversity, inclusion, and social       

action, as well as create a sense of belonging while maintaining our traditional and progressive religious     

beliefs and rituals. There has been a lot of thought and work by the Board, Committee Chairs and               

congregants to help implement our strategic plan. We hope that you will join us on this journey. Our new 

mission statement reflects: “Congregation Beth EL-Ner Tamid is dedicated to fostering a welcoming, vibrant, 

progressive, and inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the Conservative movement with  

progressive teachings. Together, we enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activities, while encouraging 

social action and lifelong Jewish learning.”  Governance of the synagogue will be guided by this mission. 

 

I am also very excited and happy to present our new religious leader, Rabbi Michal. She comes to us with  

passion and a multitude of experiences that match our vision and mission. Please help me welcome Rabbi 

Michal and make her feel a part of our congregational family. Our membership committee, chaired by Adam 

Poppel, have set up several parlor gatherings, “meet and greets,” and a Welcome Shabbat service for you to 

get to know Rabbi Michal. Please look for the weekly announcements, the Shofar, and our website for dates 

and times. 

 

As we approach the High Holidays, it is a wonderful time for reflection and renewal. I hope that you can     
experience all the new and improved ideas and programs that we have instituted in our synagogue. Our Mini 
Mensch and Mensch Academy has been growing under the passionate guidance of our Education Director, 
Ellen Glassman. Our general membership has grown, we have been increasing our technology (ShulCloud), 
and social media access. From a facilities perspective, we have improved our landscaping and added four 
new air conditioners in our classrooms as well as two larger air conditioners in the Hall of  
Remembrance.  Our security committee, under the auspices of Mark Bernstein, have enhanced our security 
procedures, physical plant, and training for our congregants and leadership. Additionally, we applied and   
received governmental grants to offset these costs. As we enhance our technology, I encourage you to get 
comfortable with ShulCloud, our management software system. The program has made it much easier to 
manage your own account, register for events, view the calendar and much more. Our website:  
www.cbent.org has been redesigned and updated, thank you to Brad Miller. 

http://www.cbent.org/
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Regarding our plethora of committees, they are extremely active creating all types of events that range 

from adult education, Shabbat walks, Sisterhood’s knitting club, theater excursions, Bid & Buy, Eagles 

watch party and barbecues sponsored by our Men’s Club, and much more.  Thank you to Aron Freidenreich 

for leading services and his religious education programs. Love Thy Neighbor committee, chaired by Neil 

Stolar and Shannon Mahler, continues its mission of Tikun Olam with social outreach, helping with food  

insecurity, and working with local churches and other organizations. Trustees, led by Arthur Pollin and Rob 

Bender, continue to bring us barbecues, and latke bingo. Furthermore, our religious committee addresses 

our religious education and routine services, as well as High Holiday planning. 

 

If anyone has suggestions or any concerns regarding synagogue operations, Rich Brody and I encourage 

your input. If you see new members, or someone new to the congregation, please introduce yourself and 

help them feel warm, safe, and welcome. This will help to foster more meaningful spiritual and social      

experiences. 

Finally, I would like to extend our sincerest thank you to our previous president, Margie Berger, for her  

continuing and tireless dedication to our synagogue. Thank you, Margie. 

I hope you join me on the journey as Congregation Beth El-Ner Tamid becomes the center of Jewish life in 

Delaware County, Shanah Tovah, u’metukah. 

  

Marc Belitsky & Rich Brody 

Co-Presidents 

 

Adult Education 

Stanley Jacobs 

In Honor of Brad Miller 

Building Maintenance 

Ina & Arnie Galer 

In Memory of Marjorie Paul, 

Debbie Weiss' Sister 

Rosejoy Kleinman 

In Memory of  Aaron Vigderman, 

Edward Vigderman & Joel Davis 

Richard & Joyce Brody 

In Memory of Nathan Brody & 

Bernice Brody 
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We are Welcoming, Yet we need to be Vigilant about Our Collective Security 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed their summer.  The High Holidays will soon be upon us and I am excited to see many 

of you at CBENT in the coming weeks.  Preparations have been ongoing for months from clergy, staff, our 

Officers and Board and many volunteers including the security committee. The goals for the high holiday    

season include making our experiences meaningful, educational, spiritual, enjoyable and secure. 

From a security perspective, I want to start out by saying that we have not received any specific threats to 

CBENT.  However, law enforcement is acting under a high threat level in general and we must take our        

collective security seriously if we are to achieve all our other goals this holiday season.  Accordingly, here are 

our “Ten Security Commandments” for EVERYONE to follow and/or understand: 

1) See something, say something – If something does not look right, seek out an usher, CBENT officer or  

security guard.  Don’t assume someone else will. 

2) Doors for Entry and Exit – Everyone must follow the rules and only enter and exit thru the Sanctuary/

Felinton side of the building. NO PROPPING OF DOORS ALLOWED.  It only takes a few seconds for a    

trespasser to enter thru an unauthorized door.  

3) Tickets and Entry Setup – The table for checking in and showing your tickets will be right outside the 

doors on the Sanctuary/Felinton Side of the Building.  Bring your ticket, do not assume that the person 

checking you in will recognize you.  Once your ticket has been checked, the door will be opened from the 

inside for you to enter the building. 

4) Suspicious Bags/Items – If you must bring something into the building other than your handbag or Tallits 

bag, do not leave it unattended. 

5) Cell Phones – They are allowed in the building and should be used in case of emergency, but please leave 

them in silent mode. 

6) Security Team – As usual, Marple police, private security guards, ushers and YOU.  If everyone is vigilant, 

we are all more secure.  Any issues, seek a team member out. 

7) Run, Hide, Fight – This is the recommended order of action by law enforcement and security                  

professionals if an active violent situation were to occur.   

8) Lockdown Devices – They have been in place for several years now inside each room and the staff, Board 

and security team have been shown how to use them. 

9) Panic Buttons – There are both fixed and mobile panic buttons that will be with members of the security 

team which send a direct message to our alarm company 

10) New Zoom Link – This will be provided to lower the chance of a service on Zoom being interrupted. 

Thank you for adhering to the above and helping to make the high holidays more secure for you, your family 

and friends, and our collective community. 

L’shana Tovah! 

Mark Bernstein 

Security Committee Chairperson 
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Friedlander Fund 

Marcia Belman 

In Memory of Marjorie Paul, 

Debbie Weiss' Sister 

Blum Social Action Fund 

Dorothy Brooks 

In Memory of Gladys Abrahams & 

Nathan Abrahams 

Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Music Fund 

Benjamin & Joan Rose 

In Memory of Jerome Rose 
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Sisterhood 

Sisterhood proudly welcomes Rabbi Michal to the BEST and Most Dedicated Group 

of Women in Delaware County! Everyone's participation at our events will make this 

year complete! Please join us for all our events. 

 
Sisterhood is getting ready for an exciting year! Mark you calendars and plan to attend all 
of our events. 

 
Hanukkah in September 
Only a few front row orchestra and balcony seats are still available for the Tony nominated musical &Juliet. 
Created by the Emmy-Winning writer of Schitt’s Creek that explores the question - What would happen next 
if Juliet didn’t end it all over Romeo? The show is filled with fun music and a feministic and empowering plot. 
Good for ages 8+. SHOW TICKETS MAKE GREAT BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY AND HANUKKAH GIFTS. Only a 
few seats left. Reserve your seats now. Orchestra Seats $133.  Balcony $95.  Payment can be made any 
time - now through November 15. 
 

Whine and Cheese 
Our annual Whine and Cheese is taking place once again at the home of Diane Schwartz, 10 Dartmouth Lane 
in Broomall. Plan for a fun filled evening complete with schmoozing with each other, including Rabbi Michal. 
This is Rabbi’s first interaction with our fantastic Sisterhood, so let’s welcome her with a big turnout. Diane 
has other surprises along with her AMAZING food starting at 6:30 pm. ONLY an RSVP is required. Please   
respond to marilynpres@gmail.com so we know to count you in! 
 

Mazelgrams 
Thank you all for your continued support of our Mazelgram project. Because of your generosity, we are able 
to make much needed improvements and additions to our synagogue. By the time you come for Rosh 
Hashanah Services, you’ll be able to notice the new carpeting on the stage and steps of the Felinton         
Auditorium. Please notify Laura Schreiber, 6000 Village Way, APT 404, Upper Chichester, Pa.  by September 
17, to wish your fellow congregants your good wishes for a Healthy and Happy New Year as well as help fund 
our future projects.  
 

Post Cards 
As we know all too well, November 5 is election day! In the spirit of community outreach, Sisterhood is  

sponsoring a  Non-partisan Post Card Writing Event, Sunday morning, September 29, 10:00  AM to 12:00 

Noon. Thanks to Nancy Fox, we are taking part in this event, sponsored by the Reform Action                      

Center.  Sisterhood is paying for the cards and stamps to reach out to 300 registered voters in Georgia, who 

may or may not have made up their minds for whom to cast their ballot. This is a non-partisan event. Come, 

write, eat a bagel and talk. NOT FOR WOMEN ONLY! Men are invited as well to help get out the vote. 

mailto:marilynpres@gmail.com
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Join Federation and CBENT to honor the IDF heroes by making “Hats for Hero’s”. Know how to knit? Show 
some handmade Philly love by creating knit hats for IDF soldiers!  CBENT will join with Kehillot of Delaware 
County  to send hats  to the Lone Soldier Center where they will be sent to the Michael Levin Base. You do 
not have to be present at our Crafting sessions to participate, but a specific yarn and pattern are required. 
Contact me at marilynpres@gmail.com for further details.  Please ask any knitter you know to join us in 
making these hats. 
 
Yours in Sisterhood, 
Marilyn Bamash 

Bernett Family Fund 

Benjamin & Joan Rose 

In Memory of Benjamin Berkowitz 

Shames Scholarship Fund 

Nancy Fox 

In Memory of Herbert Lerner 

Drs. Marc & Janet Belitsky 

In Memory of Morris Belitsky 

mailto:marilynpres@gmail.com
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Men’s Club 

As we head into the new year, we would like to thank Dr. Marc Belitsky for his many years of service leading 
the Men’s Club and we wish him well in his new role as CBENT co-president.  Congratulations also to Dr. Gary 
Bernett on his recognition as Congregant of the Year in 2024.  It was a wonderful evening of heartfelt        
tributes, camaraderie and entertainment.  We would like to thank the sponsors and contributors to the Ad 
Book.  This is a very important fundraiser for the Men’s Club and the Synagogue; thanks for making it a      
success.  Please patronize the local businesses that participated. 

 

As we look forward, Ray Krautheim and Rich Gordon will be co-leading the 2024-25 Men’s Club.  We look  
forward to another great year.  We have many events planned for the year but we also would like to hear 
from the Congregation if there are other activities you would like to add to the slate.  Feel free to send your 
suggestions to the Men’s Club at the address below. 

 

We have 2 events scheduled for the upcoming month of September.   

 

Our Annual Back to School BBQ is scheduled for Sunday, September 8 at 12:00.  We are always looking for 
help with set up and cooking.  Feel free to come by at 10:30 for prep if you are available.   

 

On September 22, we are planning an Eagles Watch Party in the TI Room.  The Eagles play the Saints at 1pm.  
Stop by at noon to play cornhole and enjoy pizza as we cheer on the Eagles.  Cost will be $15. 

 

Thanks again for your support last year and welcome back to the new school year! 

 

Ray Krautheim and Rich Gordon 

cbentmensclub@gmail.com  

The CBENT softball team played in the quarter finals. Unfortunately, we came up short although the team has 

been getting progressively better throughout the season. We look forward to another successful competitive 

season next year. Thank you to our manager, Eric Lieberman, and our Co manager, Zach Cetlin. Along with 

the enjoyment, camaraderie and passion of playing softball, we also are able to share it with not only our 

community but, often with multiple generations. Pictured with the team are Marc Belitsky playing with his 

son Jacob and Zach Cetlin coaching future star, Logan; who would like to try out for the team next year. The 

schedule is posted in the weekly announcements. Please come out and watch the team next year, beginning 

the first week of April. 



Page 21 



Page 22 

This month’s puzzle is all about getting 

the bee through the apple maze to the 

honey jar in preparation for the new 

year and Rosh Hashanah!! 

Good luck….and may you have a honey 

of a year! 
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Torah Restoration Fund 

Clifford & Donna Cohen 

In Memory of James Sisk and Florence Cohen 

Donna & Clifford Cohen 

In Honor of Aron Freidenreich's time and                                                 

dedication to the CBENT Community 

Nancy Bradburd 

In Memory of Herbert Weber 

General Fund 

Dr. William Wegener and Mrs. Amy 

Blake-Wegener 

In Memory of Laura Blake 

Sharon & Cris Pastore 

In Memory of Leon Garrison 

Shirley Kanowitz 

In Memory of Betty Kanowitz 

Sandy Falcone 

In Honor of Aron Freidenreich 

Rob & Ruth Bender 

In Honor of Aron Freidenreich 

Dr. & Mrs. Alex Axelrad 

In Memory of Nathan Wulach 

Marilyn & Rick Bamash 

In Honor of Aron Freidenreich 

Religious School Designated Fund 

Audrey & Arthur Pollin 

In Honor of Nancy Bradburd's Birthday 

In Honor of Bill & Yael Golton's Anniversary 

David & Laura Schreiber 

In Memory of Morris Rosenblum 

Dick Packel Fund 

Nancy Fox 

In Memory of Seymour Fox 

Natalie Packel 

In Memory of Frances Packel 

Arthur & Audrey Pollin 

In Honor of Natalie Packel's Birthday 

Natalie Packel 

In Memory of Raymond Markowitz 
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Love Thy Neighbor 

Love Thy Neighbor caught up at their monthly meeting in August, and hope you'll join us next time!  

If you’re interested in joining at any level, please email Neal Stolar at nstolar@ymail.com 
 

We are learning details about how to help First Place Swarthmore which welcomes new, vetted immigrants 

to the Delco area and provides temporary housing and community support of all kinds. Stay tuned for how 

you can help and "welcome the stranger". 

 

We will spruce up the vestibule and have clean and bright bins for you and your family to donate needed 

items to those who need a hand or who are suffering. 

 

We will be collecting NEW books from age infant to 20 years old for the Oncology Unit at Children's Hospital 

of Philadelphia, for Project S.H.A.R.E., and definitely need your support to put light in these kids' eyes! You 

should see them smile when they AND their siblings can choose a book from our book carts and KEEP it. 

Books are an escape into other fun, exciting and new worlds....these kiddos with cancer and their sibs NEED 

this more than most.  

 

Project S.H.A.R.E.- Seana Helps And Reaches Everyone  

is a charity that helps families, local and not, who are afflicted with a childhood cancer diagnosis.  

We help in all areas we can...activities, financial support, legacy gifts when a child is terminally ill, oncology 

staff training, toys, crafts, books, mini make-a-wishes, birthday supplies and MORE. 

Seana is Shannon Mahler's daughter who so courageously, and with strong spirit, fought against Ewing's   

Sarcoma for over two years. This charity is in her memory and honor. 

 

Check us out on FB www.facebook.com/seanahelpsandreaches  
 

LTN continues to help those without the comforts and warmth of a home. We provide food and clothing to a 

local shelter as well as making trips to Philadelphia to visit folks where they are...handing out leftover food 

from our synagogue luncheons and events, giving hats, gloves, hand warmers, coats, shoes...we'll need help 

with these efforts and will have details in future Shofars;  *** Look for updates and requests through your 

email.  

 

mailto:nstolar@ymail.com
http://www.facebook.com/seanahelpsandreaches
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Please contact Neal or Shannon (by text 610-202-8611) if you have a need, or know anyone in our shul or 

wider community that needs supplemental food or has food scarcity. We want EVERYONE to have all they 

need.  

 

Kids Against Hunger wants to help and has reached out to LTN. We will get you connected. 

 

LTN is planning a few events for our Mensch Making Academy students and our Mini Menschers to stick 

around with their families after school, or sometimes join in during school, to Make A Difference by doing 

simple, fun, collaborative and loving mitzvahs!  

First up, a trip to Jewish Relief Agency (JRA) to tour the amazing warehouse, pack food and necessity boxes, 

then distribute to a neighborhood apartment complex. 

Look out for more events YOU can take part in!  

  

Love and peace to you all!  

Yahoo Mail: Search, Organize, Conquer 

The award winning photograph  'Free in Body, Captive in Mind' that Eden Stolar took and edited for the 

Gratz College Mordechai Anielewicz Creative Arts Competition will be on display in the synagogue for the 

whole CBENT community to see; live and in person!  

 

Eden is an experienced, excellent photographer available for hire as well! Feel free to reach out to him     

directly, his cards will be near the photo display. 

 

Mazel Tov, Eden on this wonderful award, all of your accomplishments throughout high school and your 

budding photography biz!  

https://mail.onelink.me/107872968?pid=NativePlacement&c=Global_Acquisition_YMktg_315_EmailSignatureGrowth_YahooMail:Search,Organize,Conquer&af_sub1=Acquisition&af_sub2=Global_YMktg&af_sub3=&af_sub4=100000945&af_sub5=OrganizeConquer__Static_
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Mensch Making Academy and  
Mini Mensch Academy 
Ellen Glassman, Education Director 

We’re heading into a new Mensch Making and Mini Mensch Academy school year with 

energy and excitement! Fueled by my own learning this summer with Makom         

Community - a Jewish Lab School that creates family-centered learning, I worked with a group of education 

directors and studied Torah, wrote new curricula based on the evolving needs of our students and talked 

through the need - more than ever - of bringing our families and congregants together to learn and celebrate 

the joy and pride of being Jewish in a world where there’s rising antisemitism, continued unrest and almost 

11 months of anguish since the war broke out in Israel. We may not be able to directly control or effect 

change in Israel or even closer to home, but with CBENT as our nucleus, we can stay strong, stand up for 

what we believe and continue to carry out our mission - Creating Mensches (good people!) for repairing our 

world. 

 

I savored every day of summer. I woke up and intentionally thanked G-d for giving me the privilege of    

working with our families and their children. I loved seeing so many of our congregants at Devotion By the 

Ocean, Shabbat in the Park and 2 new Mini Mensch summer programs that invited the community into our 

building and featured the many talents and loving spirit of singer and songwriter, Andi Joseph! I was happy 

to learn that when I sent out school registration packets to parents to complete, and attached a lottery ticket 

to each one, two families won! The caveat was that if families won, they needed to promise that they   

wouldn’t retire or move to a tropical island and leave our synagogue. No one won enough to change their 

lifestyle or location but still - a win is a win!!! If any additional families had winning tickets, we’d love to 

know!  

 

I was excited when Rabbi Michal shared with Cantor Steve and I that she wanted to imagine what “Selichot 

Under The Stars” might look like if we brought our congregants and students together outdoors in order to 

step into a season of reflection and introspective prayer prior to Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. My goal 

was to combine the act of Selichot (selicha means forgiveness) - a time when we can open up our hearts to 

ask for forgiveness from others as well as look inward to forgive ourselves  - with finding a way to help      

students tap into their own spirituality, inspired by the sky around us. I contacted the Delaware Valley      

Amateur Astronomers Association - a group that CBENT had worked with during Covid. They suggested that I 

call Martin Knoblauch - a multi talented lawyer, musical conductor and Solar System Ambassador for NASA. 

On Saturday, September 28 at 6pm, Martin is looking forward to coming to CBENT armed with telescopes 

and information to help us connect visually to the sky. Martin will be demonstrating how students can make 

their own telescope too. Families and congregants - we hope you’ll join us for an evening of music (think 
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“Starry, Starry Night and Dancing in the Moonlight”), meaningful prayer, thoughtful conversation and         

inspiration. For our students, this gathering counts as our first Lucky Seven service and attending allows     

everyone to sleep late the next morning as there will be no school on Sunday, September 29.  

 

In the upcoming months, I can’t wait to share our new programs, faculty and school initiatives, learning      

opportunities for Better Together - a once a month program that encourages our Beth Elder seniors (65+ 

years of age) to mentor and engage with our teens and Madrichim/role models and tutors, and occasions for 

our congregation to work hand in hand with our school. One initiative that I am most excited to let you know 

about is that each week our classes in our Mensch Making Academy will be exploring a Jewish value. Our Mini 

Mensches too! In September, we’ll be learning about Kavod - honor, respect, reverence, B’Tzelem Elohim - 

how Jewish text teaches that all humans are created in the image of G-d, Shalom Bayit - peace in the home, 

and Teshuvah, Tefillah and Tzedakah - repentance, prayer and righteous acts. I am grateful to Tova and Aron 

Freidenreich for helping to create a calendar of Jewish values for our school and sharing meaningful text for 

us to bring these Jewish values to life with our students. Parents too!! 

 

Beginning on Sunday, September 22, Aron will be offering adult education at 9:05 am (in order for parents 

and congregants to grab a cup of coffee in K’tonton’s lobby as early as 8:45 am before heading to the library 

to learn!) There is no experience or Hebrew background necessary to attend these classes. It will be            

empowering for our students to know that while they’re learning, their parents, grandparents and              

congregants will be challenging themselves to learn too! Classes will be 30-ish minutes in length - long 

enough to learn, question and wonder and still run weekend errands and have a little time to yourself. 

 

On Sunday, September 22 at 11 am, parents are invited to officially meet Rabbi Michal! Come to the Felinton 

Auditorium and welcome her to our community! You’ll want to attend!!  

 

More Mensch Making to come in upcoming months! Keep in touch with me if you have ideas, questions and/

or suggestions! My door is always open! With warmth and gratitude to everyone for supporting our school 

and cheering on our students,  

Ellen  
Ellen Glassman Mitzvah Fund 

Nancy Fox 

In Memory of Herbert Lerner. 

Beth & Steven Burak 

With Gratitude for Devotion by 

the Ocean 2024 
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New Learning Opportunity for all with Honorable Menschen Learning beginning on Sunday, 

September 22 at 9:05 am in the library! See you there!!  

 

Join us on Sunday mornings, in person at 9:05 am, for adult education classes with Dr. Aron     

Freidenreich, focusing on Jewish Values - the same values that students in the Mensch Making 

Academy will be learning.  ALL are welcome, so whether you have done Jewish learning in the 

past or you're a complete beginner…….whether you know a bit of Hebrew or can't read it at 

all……. whether you're Jewish or not………whether you have questions or just want to                  

listen……..whether you're at CBENT Sunday mornings because you're dropping off a child at 

Mensch Making Academy or Mini Mensch, or you just want to learn for yourself, EVERYONE is   

encouraged to attend!  We will be meeting once or twice each month (see the school calendar for 

dates), each time focusing on a different Jewish value, its meaning, and its ability to enrich our 

lives.  Every session is its own self-contained unit, so regular attendance is not required: come 

when you can, participate as you like, and come away having enjoyed learning something new!  

Cantorial Fund 

Steven & Beth Burak 

In Memory of Harry Burak 

With Gratitude for Devotion by the Ocean 2024 

Nancy Fox 

In Memory of Robert Levin 

Henri & Debbie Levit 

In Memory of Herb Diamond 

Steven & Ann Friedrich 

In Memory of Leah Friedrich 

In Memory of Jacob Cooperman 

Penny & Ed Meyers 

In honor of Ann Friedrich's Recovery 
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Better Together, Mensch Making Academy Parents and Congregants - Join our school and 

the Love Thy Neighbor Committee and Perform a Mitzvah on Sunday, September 15 to 

feed those in need! We’ll be traveling by school bus to the JRA Warehouse, 10980 Dutton 

Road, Philadelphia, PA 19154 and once packed, we’ll be delivering the food to residents in 

one apartment building. The bus will pick us up in CBENT’s parking lot at 9 am prompt, and 

we’ll return to beautiful Broomall between 1:15 pm and 1:30 pm. This is a great mitzvah to 

perform while not having to drive to Northeast Philly on your own! (if you’d prefer to drive 

yourself, feel free to meet us there at 10 am!)  

 

Please follow all the steps below and register by 12 pm (noon) on Tuesday, September 10. 

If you don’t pre register by September 10, JRA will not permit you to enter their building. 

Let Ellen know once you’ve registered! Thanks! 

1. Visit https://tinyurl.com/jrasep2024 
2. Enter your First Name & Email Address (if only your child is volunteering,  

enter their first name and your email address) 

3. Scroll down until you see the blue boxes (for volunteer packing shifts and   

delivery route selection) 

4. Click + A2: Food Packing (All Ages Shift) to expand the box 

5. Find your group name (Reserved for group: CBENT Mensch Making and Mini 

Mensch Academy) and check the box 

6. Scroll to the bottom to answer a few additional questions including the name 

of your group 

7. Click the orange “Sign Up to Volunteer” button. 

a. First-time volunteers and those who haven’t completed a volunteer profile will 

first be prompted to fill out a profile and sign a waiver. Once complete, click 

the orange “Next” button. 

b. Returning volunteers should use the same first name and email address they 

previously used to create a volunteer profile so they are not prompted to do 

this again. 

a. A confirmation email will be sent to you. 

https://tinyurl.com/jrasep2024


Page 30 

Miss Andi kicked off CBENT’s Mensch Making Academy and K’tonton Summer Celebration with song, dance, 

bubbles, parachute play and unlimited energy!!! Everyone enjoyed dinner, ice cream and making visors to 

take home to wear for fun in the sun! We can’t wait until our next gathering at the Trustees BBQ on  

Wednesday, August 14, at 5:30 pm with Miss Andi, dinner and DJ Rak Dan!!! 

Mensch Making Academy 
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Love Thy Neighbor delivered food for JRA - the Jewish Relief Agency in August. We were amazed to learn that 

each month, JRA delivers and feeds 6,500+  people.  Although Shannon Mahler and Eden Stolar are not      

featured in our photo, they took part in delivering with Penny Meyers, Vance DiCristo, Karen Brown, Alan 

Brown and Ellen    Glassman. We are grateful to JRA’s Executive Director Jodi Roth - Saks and Social Worker 

Jenna Montesano for bringing the food to CBENT for us to deliver. The Mensch Making Academy will be    

traveling by bus to JRA’s warehouse on Sunday, September 15, at 9 am if you’d like to go with us to learn 

more about food insecurity and help pack and deliver. Call or email Ellen Glassman for more details. 

Mensch Making Academy 

The Trustees brought families together to enjoy a Sizzling Summer BBQ filled with friends, delicious food and 

fun! Andi Joseph’s endless energy had our Mini Mensch Academy singing and dancing! Thank you Arthur 

Pollin and Rob Bender for a wonderful evening! Special thanks are sent  to Chef Dad’s Table and Scott Noye 

for the best BBQ buffet in Broomall!!!   



















September 2024   BIRTHDAYS! 

28 av-27 elul, 5784  ANNIVERSARIES!

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Andrew Brody 

Rachel Shakked 

2 3 4 5 

Jennifer 

Spector 

Ed Meyers 

 

6 

Joan Lipman 

7 

Jonathan Marx 

8 9 10  

Robert  

Koenigsberg 

Sandra 

 Melnikoff 

Joyce & 

Richard Brody 

11 

Gigi  

Gorson-Marrow 

12 13 14 

15 

Audrey Pollin 

16 17 

Deborah Weiss 

18 19 

Scot Goldberg 

20 21 

22 

 

Melissa & 

Jeffrey Poot 

23 24 25 

 

Richard Fuiman 

Melissa Pollin 

26 27 

 

Meaghan  

Messner 

28 

 

Scott Noye 

29 30      



September 2024     

28 av-27 elul, 5784   SERVICES!     SCHOOL!    EVENTS! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

  

9:30am- 

Morning Minyan 

2 LABOR DAY 

     Office Closed 

 

9:00am- 

Morning Minyan 

  

3    Rosh Chodesh 

 

7:00pm-Evening  

Minyan  with 

Cantor Steve 

7:30pm-Membership 

Comm. Meting 

4    Rosh Chodesh 

 

7;00pm—Evening 

Minyon with 

Dr. Aron 

Freidenreich 

5  

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

7:00pm-Choir  

Rehearsal 

6 

 

7:30pm-Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

7 

 

10:00am-Shabbat 

Service 

Welcome Lunch-

eon 

8  

 

9:00am-Mensch 

Making Academy 

9:30am- 

Morning Minyan 

11:00am-Mini-

Mensch Academy 

12:00pm-Men’s Club 

Opening Day BBQ 

9 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

7:00pm-Sisterhood 

Board 

Meeting (TI Room) 

7:00pm-Men’s 

Club Meeting 

10 

 

7:00pm-Evening  

Minyan  with 

Cantor Steve 

 7:30pm-Executive 

Board Meeting 

11 

 

4:00pm-Mensch 

Making Academy 

 7;00pm—Evening 

Minyon with 

Dr. Aron 

Freidenreich 

  

12 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

1:00pm-Crafting 

7:00pm-Choir  

Rehearsal 

  

  

13 

 

7:00pm-Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

  

14 

 

10:00am-Shabbat 

Service 

15  

 

9:00am-Mensch 

Making Academy 

9:00am-3rd—12th 

grades field trip with 

parents to JRA 

9:30am- 

Morning Minyan 

12:00pm-LTN 

Planning Meeting 

16 

 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

10:00am -Rabbi 

Michal Meets with 

Congregants. 

 7:30pm– Finance 

Meeting 

17 

 

7:00pm-Evening  

Minyan  with 

Cantor Steve 

 7:30pm– Religious 

Comm. Meeting 

18 

 

4:00pm-Mensch 

Making Academy 

6:00pm Congre-

gants meet with 

Rabbi Michal  on 

Zoom! 

7;00pm —Evening 

Minyon with 

Dr. Aron 

Freidenreich 

19 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

7:00pm-Choir  

Rehearsal 

7:00pm 

BINGO/POKER! 

Doors open at 6:30! 

20 

 

7:00pm-Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

  

21 

 

10:00am -Shabbat 

Service 

 12:20pm - Philo-

sophical Issues of 

Judaism 

22  

 

9:00am-Mensch 

Making Academy 

 9:30am- 

Morning Minyan 

11:00am-Mini-

Mensch Academy 

11:00-12:00 

Congregants Meet with 

Rabbi Michal 

12:00-4:00pm Men’s 

Club Eagles Watch Party 

23 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

 6:00pm– 

 Sisterhood Event –

TBD 

24 

 

7:00pm-Evening  

Minyan  with 

Cantor Steve 

 7:30pm– Board  

Meeting 

25 

 

4:00pm-Mensch 

Making Academy 

7;00pm—Evening 

Minyon with 

Dr. Aron 

Freidenreich 

  

  

26 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

1:00pm-Crafting 

7:00pm-Choir  

Rehearsal 

 7:30pm-Security 

Meeting 

 

27 

 

7:30pm-Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service 

  

28 

 

10:00am-Shabbat 

Service 

6:00pm - Mensch 

Making Academy 

Selichot Program 

7:00pm - Selichot 

Program 

29 

 

No Religious School 

 9:30am-Morning 

Minyan 

10:00am-Sisterhood 

Voter Mailing! 

30 

 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

  

     

 



Sunday—9:30 am   Minyan 

Monday—7:15 am  Ben Rose   bnesq@aol.com 

Tuesday—7:00 pm  Cantor Steve  cantor@cbent.org   

Wednesday—7:00 pm Dr. Aron Friedenreich with Adult Education  

Thursday—7:15 am Joe Pless    jess222@gmail.com 

Friday Evening—7:30 pm  

Saturday—10:00 am 

 
If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700  
so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation. 

Weekly Minyan Times & Captains 
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Puzzle Answer  



DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON–DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND  

Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission statement for 

each of these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or more of these funds. 

In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.  

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND  

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special education needs 

for the children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious School tuition for fami-

lies in need.  

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND  

To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.  

THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND  

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutoring, text-

books, trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated jointly with the 

Shames family, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.  

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND  

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or whatever 

capacity the Board and Founder/s may determine.  

ADULT EDUCATION FUND  

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the CBENT adult 

community 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for programming. In lieu of an 

Adult Education Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input on adult educational program-

ming.  

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND  

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action Fund will 

in the best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecurity, increase self-

sufficiency, provide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality of life for those in need.  

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND  

The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of CBENT chil-

dren.  

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND  

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot. Funds 

may be used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.  

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND  

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been purchased, the 

Fund can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed and as determined by 

the Rabbi and/or Religious Committee.  

CBENT Friends Designated Fund 

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult membership 

and prospective new members of CBENT congregation.  

Designated Fund of Torah Restoration 

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This includes all 

fees and materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve the spending of funds.  



UNDESIGNATED FUNDS  

Davidow Fund  

Hulnick Fund  

K’Tonton Fund  

Library Fund  

Orloff Fund  

J. Jay Wolf Fund  

Landscaping Fund  

Judy Linder Fund  

Dori Riesenfeld Fund  

David Schwartz Fund 

Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund 

Cantorial Fund  

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION  

DEDICATION AMOUNT  

Eternal Light $ 36,000*  

School Entrance $ 10,000  

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) $ 2,500  

Sound System $ 5,000  

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000  

Kipah Holders (2) $ 2,500  

Founder $ 1,500 -$ 1,999  

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000  

Sanctuary Seats $ 500  

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499  

*Some members already gave $5,000  

CHAI WALL  

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah,  

Wedding Anniversary, significant 

Birthday or Wedding by  

purchasing a Chai Wall Plaque. 

Your Simcha will always be re-

membered in our Synagogue!  

Cost is only $175.00 

MEMORIAL PLAQUES  

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a 

Memorial Plaque. Plaques are placed in the 

Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting 

memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is 

brought to the sanctuary entrance and mount-

ed on the yahrzeit memorial wall located out-

side the Minyan chapel entrance.  

Cost is $350.00  

Contact the Synagogue office for  

details and to make a donation…..  

610-356-8700  

Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the name of Funds that do not meet the 

requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of “Undesignated Funds”. 
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CBENT LEADERSHIP 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 

CALL THE OFFICE 

610-356-8700 

 

Michal Morris Kamil — Rabbi 

Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus 

Steven Friedrich — Cantor 

Ellen Glassman —Education Director 

Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director 

Marc Belitsky and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents 

Mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid is dedicated 
to fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and inclu-
sive Jewish community blending the traditions of the 
Conservative movement with Reconstructionist teach-
ings. We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activi-
ties, and encourage social action and lifelong Jewish 
learning.  

 
Vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid aspires to be 
the heart of our Jewish community, supporting the reli-
gious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse popula-
tion, with an open invitation to explore and celebrate 
Judaism.  
 
Values: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid centers itself 
around these five sets of core principles:  
 
· Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a warm 
and caring family environment where Jews of all ages, 
backgrounds, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, and their loved ones feel welcome and re-
spected 
 
· Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create op-
portunities for people to form meaningful connections 
with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives 
 
· Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage peo-
ple of all generations to explore Jewish identity, herit-
age, and community and to celebrate Judaism through a 
variety of religious, educational, and social activities 
 
· Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals and 
practices of Judaism while adapting to current times, 
appreciating the values of both tradition and modernity 
 
· Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly support 

the needs of our wider community in collaboration with 

other religious and secular institutions. 


