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Rabbi Michal

How do | sum up my first two months of Rabbinic leadership of my beautiful CBENT
community?

The terms, 'Whirlwind', 'Inspiration’, 'Friendship', 'Welcoming', 'Generosity', are
some that come to mind.

Then there are those terms like, 'Adaptation’, 'Orientation’, 'Acculturation’,
'Sensitization' and 'Familiarization'.

Finally, there are terms like, 'Challenge’, 'Vulnerability', 'Homesickness', and, 'Patience’.

This isn't an exercise in listing adjectives of 'feeling'. Many of us have been 'strangers' in new situations,
locations, and relationships at some point in our lives. In fact, The Torah mentions the description of
'stranger’ at least 36 times. And there is a good reason why. Our Fore parents were constantly moving and
migrating. It was an existential foundation of our reality and legacy for nearly 5 millennia. We wandered.
Settled, and resettled. Sometimes it was instigated by a Divine calling and purpose, sometimes, it was for
personal needs and pursuits, and sometimes because we needed to seek out refuge from threat and
danger. The Jewish people have always been 'on the move'. Being initially a 'stranger’ is part of our
narrative and hence has become an integrative part of our tradition to acknowledge, welcome, support,
and integrate the 'stranger' among us.

Deuteronomy 10:19 says - "VeAhavtem et hager ki gerim hayitem be-eretz Mitzrayim" - "Love the
stranger. For you were strangers in the Land of Egypt". Exodus 22:20 tells us not to do wrong to a stranger
nor oppress him. In fact, it can be said, it is a foundation of our faith. There are those who choose to
translate 'ger' as in 'convert', but most theologians and our Sages insist that it is 'the stranger'.

| bring this up now, not only as a way of saying "Thank you" from my heart for the incredible kindness,
spirit of generosity, and humility of being welcomed into the community, which has been exemplary, but
also because we are now facing an election that will be calling on us to demonstrate how deep our Jewish
values are embedded within us, and how consistent we are in 'walking our talk'.

Every night (when | have a chance) | have been exposed to commercials on TV cast typing illegal
immigrants as 'rapists’, ‘thieves’, 'criminals'. The promotion of this negative stereotype reminds me of what
was said about us, not so long ago; whether, 'Jack the Ripper' in Victorian London (it turned out when they
opened the Scotland Yard files that the key suspect was a cousin of the monarchy); or in the 'Der Sturmer'
Nazi paper of the 1920's and 30's about capitalist Jews who steal from the world; or the 'Elders' of Zion
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stealing children's blood to perform the rituals of baking Matzah on Passover. Abhorrent and
Unacceptable!

It is my role as a Rabbi and spiritual leader to remind us all that the USA of 2024's source of pride is its
history of immigration and how each wave, each addition, contributed to the greatness and
development of this country; People from foreign lands who came to these shores, either in flight from
oppression, persecution of existential threat, or a desire for a better and worthy life with ample
opportunities for all, or for professional reasons and need by the USA itself (which is how your Rabbi
came to be in the USA initially on a 'superstar' visa). Of course, like with any country, there needs to be
regulation of entry and monitoring. BUT, not from a selfish collective approach of 'fear of the outsider’,
'fear of sharing resources', Racism, and bigotry. But to ensure that every migrant and immigrants'
chances of success and the mutual benefit for this country are maximized and celebrated. And we, as
Jews, can forever appreciate and continually step up to welcome the stranger and ensure that the gates
will remain open.

This may seem obvious, but sadly it isn't, as | have heard too many Jews who have 'forgotten' their roots
and our imperative to 'welcome' the stranger. And in these elections, we all have a chance to make that
difference by supporting the candidate that enables us to walk our Jewish talk.

Thank you again, for your beautiful welcoming of me, and | look forward to getting to know each and
every member of my new beautiful community!

With love,

Rabbi Michal
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Cantor’s Notes

Are You Afraid? | Am.

These past few months of political advertisements have been designed to
frighten us. Each ad tells us in vivid detail the inadequacies and dangers of
the opposition candidates, even to the point of the evils they will do to the
nation if elected. One side spouts the fear of ‘THEM.” The ‘THEM’ can be
anyone who is not one of ‘US.” ‘THEM’ can be immigrants (legal or illegal),
LGBTQ, Black, Women, the Media, Non-Christians, or just about anyone
who disagrees with ‘US.” The other side also promotes fear. Fear of Loss of
Individual Rights (especially reproductive healthcare), fear of Guns, fear of an Unproductive Congress,
and even fear about The End of Democracy.

To only say that these ads are “toxic” is to vastly understate their effect on how we see ourselves as a
nation. Are we supposed to put faith in the trash these ads so carelessly would have us believe,
despite the visible evidence of their lies? Our candidates for office rarely speak of what they plan to
accomplish if elected. Lately all they tell us is how incompetent or unqualified their opponents are. No
wonder | am frightened. Aren’t you?

But the really scary thing to me is the threat to the Jews of America by the Jews themselves. There are
far too many antisemitic words from certain politicians. Some are already blaming Jews if they lose
the election. These same people even believe that Hitler did some good things. Their words have
stirred up others against us. What frightens me more than anything else is that a large number of Jews
support those who speak against us. Jewish billionaires are donating millions of dollars to those
politicians who think of us as less than human. And it's not just the rich Jews who would support this
modern-day Hitler. According to a recent poll conducted by the Jewish Exponent, nearly half of all
Jews will be voting for those who have made statements that are pretty much exact quotes of Hitler,
Mussolini, and Stalin, the 3 most murderous autocrats of the 20th century.

What this half of American Jewry fails to realize is that the United States of America has been, and
continues to be the safest and most productive nation in the world, not just for Jews, but for all its
citizens. The US is the first nation to allow universal suffrage for all, not just for the few or the
privileged. Jewish culture in Europe and Asia was stagnant for centuries as our people were forced
into ghettos or shtetels and were denied the rights and opportunities given to others. The US
Constitution established the Rule of Law, providing for a government that was kind and fair to all, very
similar to the political and social teachings of our Torah. In many ways the Constitution of the US is the
closest thing to Torah Law the world has ever experienced. It's no wonder we Jews have thrived in this
nation.

It frightens me that nearly half of US Jews are willing to support a political party that would deny us
the freedoms we have inherited as American citizens and that could become a serious threat to Jews
and other minorities. Are we headed for a 2nd Holocaust? We can already see the increased
vandalism on Jewish properties and the attacks on Jewish students in colleges and high schools. | hear
from my students regularly about the confusion and fear they feel, not being able to comprehend the
animosity being directed at them. Are we really ready to give up our children to the vile lies and
ridiculous claims of these politicians? And it’s not just us Jews who are in danger from them. As the
German people found out in the 1930s, anyone who did not support the regime was sent to the
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camps. Now these American leaders are threatening to do the same thing to all who might oppose
them..

NAT) '3 D'WYT NREINIT DN TNARN X1'™7N “Be not afraid of sudden fear, nor of the plans
of the wicked when they come,” the Book of Proverbs teaches us. Actually, our Bible tells us over 70
times to not be afraid of anything earthly, that only G-d should be feared. And then, only so that we
choose to follow G-d’s laws that recognize the value of each and every human life, regardless of their
beliefs.

And so, | pray that G-d will open the eyes of all Americans, especially those belonging to half of the
Jewish community—the half that does not understand the peril of a government that cares nothing
for truth, real facts, or the welfare of all its own citizens. It will be a government that terrorizes
anyone who opposes it and will ultimately do harm to those who blindly support it.

We have the power to prevent this. Make sure to vote on November 5 for those who we know will do
their best to alleviate our fears. In this way we become G-d’s partners in this war against prejudice

and hatred in America.
Canter Steve
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Yom Kippur Pledge

Shabbat Shalom, friends and members of our congregational community,

As we stand together on this day of introspection, opening our hearts on Yom Kippur, we reflect on the
meaning of this high holy day—the annulment of vows and promises made in the past year. Itis a
solemn reminder of our human imperfections, and our deep desire for forgiveness and renewal. Today,
we seek to reconcile our past and enter this day of atonement with open hearts, committed to
self-actualization and becoming the best versions of ourselves.

Today is not only about the promises we have made to God and ourselves. It is about the promises we
make individually, collectively, and to our extended Jewish community.

Over the past 29 years, CBENT has been a beacon of spiritual guidance, education, and a sense of
belonging for the Belitsky family. As a congregation, we have celebrated joyous occasions, supported
one another through times of grief, and extended our hands to those struggling with loneliness, financial
difficulty, or illness. None of this would be possible without the support and participation from all of
you.

In the spirit of this high holy day, | ask each one of you to consider a different kind of promise—a
financial commitment to help sustain and uplift our congregation and community. Through your
generosity, you fulfill the commandment of Tzedakah, righteous giving, which is not just an obligation,
but a reflection on our highest values.

Shifting to more practical issues, CBENT has recently replaced our air conditioning system in four
classrooms as well as two larger air conditioners in the Hall of Remembrance, for which this was not
budgeted. We have ongoing infrastructure expenses such as repairing our aging roof. Just imagine if we
were worshipping here today on a rainy day with an unsightly bucket on the Bima and another bucket in
the aisle because we have a leaky roof that we cannot afford to repair. Not aesthetically pleasing and
rather distracting from our spiritual experience. Additionally, we have enhanced security procedures
and training for our congregants and leadership. Our provision of CBENT security via local law
enforcement has not only been paramount, but costly.

Furthermore, CBENT offers a plethora of programs and events for our congregants, including, but not
limited to Mini Mensch Academy, Mensch Academy, music programs for young families, cooking for
families in need, Devotion by the Ocean, back to school barbeques, BINGO, adult education, speaker
series, and much more. These activities require additional funding throughout the year. Sadly, your
annual dues alone do not cover all these expenses.

The management of our committed clergy and staff, maturing building, religious school, and myriads of
educational and social programs and events requires a balanced budget. Your contribution, on the
holiest of days, ensures that we can continue to be a place of worship, learning, and sense of belonging
for all who walk through our doors. It allows us to maintain the programs that educate our children,
preserve our synagogue, and perpetuate CBENT’s legacy. Ultimately, our synagogue family is responsible
for its own success.
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As we enter this day of reflection and atonement, let us remember that we have the power to make a
lasting impact on the lives of others. Your Yom Kippur pledge—no matter the amount—is an act of
tzedakah and solidarity. Every contribution strengthens our congregation and enables us to continue
supporting present and future generations. It is a reaffirmation of our collective promise to care for one
another and build a strong and vibrant Jewish future. Ultimately, CBENT needs to secure sufficient funds
to meet the ongoing fiscal challenges our congregation faces.

Please take a moment to consider how you can contribute.

Although every year we have a line-item budget for raising a minimum of $10,000 for your voluntary
contribution known as the Yom Kippur pledge, | have a specific ask today:

If we have approximately 175 paying families, | am asking each family to make a gift of $150. If 175
families gave on average $150, CBENT would raise $26,250. | understand that some families will not be
able to give $150, maybe only $100, while others who can give more, | invite you to do so. You can also
gift $362 as noted on your pledge card which represents the Hebrew numerical equivalent of Yom
Kippur. | am asking each of us to take a stand for our congregation in its hour of need. | am challenging
us to achieve 100% participation regardless of the amount. Some will give less, maybe $100, and others
will give more, $500.

| invite my husband, Marg, to join me in making our gift of $500. We both invite you to make your Yom
Kippur pledge now; ushers will come by to receive your cards. If you prefer to contribute online using
ShulCloud, please do so by October 18 (Chai). Your tzedakah today helps ensure that our congregation
will continue to thrive for years to come.

On behalf of our Co-Presidents, Rich Brody and Marc Belitsky, we thank you for your commitment, your
generosity, and your dedication to our spiritual community.

G’Mar Chatimah Tovah—May you and your loved ones be inscribed in the Book of Life for a year of
health, happiness, and peace.

Presented by Janet Belitsky on Yom Kippur (Thank you Janet for a well presented appeal.)

Jhow Shalt Weﬁp CBEXT
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Co-President: Marc Belitsky

Wow, what a busy start of the year! Let me run through a few of the activities
that we accomplished over the past few weeks. We started with the Men's Club
sponsored Welcome Back BBQ, we began Mini Mensch and Mensch school
programs, Selichot service, High Holiday services, a Bar Mitzvah, Sukkot,
October 7th vigil, hosted US congressional candidates, Simchat Torah and
more, culminating with Blessing of the Animals. If that wasn't enough, we
welcomed a new rabbi, Rabbi Michal. As you see we are a very active and
vibrant synagogue and Jewish community. We accomplished all of this with our
dedicated staff, volunteers and congregants. | would like to thank all of you that contributed to creating
such a welcoming and vibrant synagogue. Our executive board and general board continue to be
involved in helping to lead and implement all these synagogue functions. The arms of the synagogue
(Men’s Club, Sisterhood, Trustees, Membership, Religious Committee, Love Thy Neighbor and more)
have been very active creating programs and providing support and volunteerism to help accomplish
them all. This is our strength and backbone. Our clergy was very committed to bringing a spiritual,
religious and meaningful connection for each individual member of our synagogue. Our administrative
staff worked tirelessly behind the scenes to pull this all together. Collectively, this is a very successful
and unifying time. Again, thank you to everyone that contributed.

| hope everybody experienced not only a spiritually meaningful holiday but that you felt safe and
secure. Our security committee, under the auspices of Mark Bernstein, implemented a significant
number of security procedures including guards and on-site Marple police to help create such an

environment.

Our new rabbi, Rabbi Michal, was thrust into her role on September 1 and hit the ground running. With
all the above activities and responsibilities, she accepted them with grace and leadership. It is a difficult
task for clergy during high holidays but even more difficult coming into a new congregation. Each
congregation has a unique identity with its own needs. This relationship between clergy and
congregation takes time. We need to continue to embrace the forward progress, be patient, and help
her feel welcome and part of our congregational family.

With the spirit of the holidays and the beginning of the new year, we hope that everybody has a happy
and healthy year, and our synagogue continues to thrive and be a beacon of Jewish life in Delaware
County.

Co-Presidents,
Marc Belitsky
Richard Brody
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Remembering October 7th, 2023; Vigil at CBENT

Towards the end of Sukkot, as near to Simchat Torah as possible, Congregation Beth EI-Ner Tamid joined
with the Israeli people and our extended family worldwide to mark the first year since the horrific and
tragic Hamas attack on Israel in its southwest region. In a beautiful and solemn ceremony, through an
exhibit of the victims and hostages, music, prayer, testimonies, poetry, candle lighting, and
recollections and thoughts from our community members, we honored the victims, called for the
release of the 101 hostages, and showed our support and love. Attended by 70+ people, we gathered by
our Sukkah as a community to state, "Am Yisrael Chai". Members of our community visited the Nova
Exhibit at the Weitzman Museum, have attended community wide events in the city and locally, and
have been speaking with electoral candidates about the need to call for the hostages release.




PAGE 12

CBENT brought to life the deep meaning of Jewish joy on the eve of Simchat Torah! With
beautiful music from the Shir Joy Band and fabulous food made by the Trustees and Scott
Noye of Chef Dads Table, the clergy rolled out the Torah for all the participants to see and
share their favorite biblical stories. We danced the 49 rounds of Hakafot following the Torah
carriers, young and older, and said a Shehecheyanu - a blessing celebrating new and special
occasions, as we expressed gratitude for reaching another Torah cycle and starting the reading
over again from the beginning, Mi - Bereshit! In respect of the October 7 massacre last year,
on Simchat Torah, we also honored those who lost their lives, their families, as well as the
hostages and their families. Jewish Joy traditionally always has some tears, and a message:
“We will dance again!”
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Mensch Making Academy and Mini Mensch Academy
Ellen Glassman, Education Director

RSVP is an abbreviation for ‘répondez s'il vous plait,’ which means ‘respond, if
you please.” | was surprised to learn that even though this abbreviation
originated in France, it’s no longer used in that country, as it’s considered
formal and old fashioned. Although RSVP is still widely used in America, the
concept of RSVP isn’t always respected or appreciated. Living in a digital age, it
has become much easier to confirm one's attendance at an event by clicking a
link, responding to an email or texting your response. Therefore, it’s often
difficult to understand why people wait so long to let others know if they're planning on attending
and why some don’t respond at all. It’s a challenge to put together a successful and thoughtful
gathering without a solid idea of how many people to expect.

Speaking from experience, it’s a guessing game to look at an RSVP list in CBENT’s office in the
morning, note that 23 people have favorably responded and later that day, stand in the aisle at
COSTCO and think, ‘How many people haven’t responded by the deadline? Will 50 people or 100
people show up?’ Successful event planners always set up an extra table - justin case. It’s an
uncomfortable feeling however, to set up an extra 50 seats - just in case people forgot or neglected
to RSVP and yet if we don’t set up additional tables, we’re caught rolling them out at the beginning of
an event while people are waiting for a seat. With the rising cost of groceries, it's also problematic to
purchase additional food as no one wants to buy in excess and waste, nor do they want to run out of
food before all of the guests have eaten. We know that everyone is busy and time slips away, but
honoring deadlines respects everyone's time, energy and resources.

The City Mom Collective is a sisterhood of women designed to empower, connect and inspire,
sharing resources, entrepreneurial skills and providing networking and support for moms who are
building their careers and their families. They're frank when they talk about RSVPing, stating ‘an
RSVP is Really Simple (and) Very Powerful. It's about your time, my time and our time together’.

As we move forward in this new year, let’'s make a pact. Let’s ‘RSVP - really soon and very promptly’
when you receive an invitation, flyer or email from CBENT. Call the office, email the sender, reply on
ShulCloud or text the organizer - we’ll be excited to hear that you'll be joining us! We want you to
come!! Don’t panic or not attend if you accidentally forget to RSVP - call, email or text even if it’s past
the RSVP deadline as we can always make room at the table ahead of time, but practicing the art of
rsvping will make it easier as we plan ahead and welcome everyone. Here are a few upcoming school
sponsored/co-sponsored events where we’d welcome your RSVP:
e Saturday, November 9 - Shabbat services at 10 am for all and afterwards, congregational and
Mensch Making Academy lunch. This is a Shabbat School for students. Let us know how many




PAGE 15

people you’ll be bringing so that we have enough seating and food for all.

e Thursday, November 14 - BINGO and POKER fundraiser. 100% of our profits directly benefit the
students in our school. Bring your friends! Cash prizes! Spread the word - this event is open to
the community. We can’t be successful unless the congregation, school parents and the
community at large support this fundraiser. We'll be serving light fare, included with your
admission. (see flyer for more details)

e Friday, November 15 - 3rd through 10th grade students and Madrichim lead Kabbalat Shabbat
services at 7 pm, followed by decadent desserts. Please attend and cheer them on - they are
learning to lead our congregation in prayer and song!

e Hanukkah Latkes and Sufganiyot fundraiser! Our latkes are delicious and mess free - just heat
and serve! These kosher latkes are the next best thing to making them yourself! Buy a gift card
for Krispy Kreme Donuts too, to enjoy or give as a gift for Hanukkah. Check out our flyer for
more details. The RSVP deadline for getting your order form into the office is Monday, Novem-
ber 25. We recognize that’s a full month before the holiday, but the latke purveyor requested
our orders before the Thanksgiving holiday weekend. Thanks in advance for your support!!!!

We hope to see everyone at our upcoming events. Our synagogue family is precious to our school.
Congregants model the traditions and rituals of synagogue life for our students. They are
cheerleaders when our students lead prayers on the Bimah and attend services in preparation for
their B’"Mitzvah. They are role models and mentors in our Better Together program. Many of our
young families are new to the area. They are eager to get to know long time congregants. Please try
and RSVP by the deadlines. Let us know how many people you’ll be bringing so that we have
enough seating and food for all. | look forward to seeing you!!

With warm regard, Ellen
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Mini Mensch enjoyed Cereal in the Sukkah! Rabbi Michal engaged families in learning about
the mitzvah of being together in the sukkah and shared the excitement associated with the
ritual of shaking the Lulav and the etrog.
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Better Together gathered and engaged in an activity likening ourselves to colorful and unique
objects and had a lively discussion about them. Afterwards, we learned about Ushpezin -
invited guests that we welcome into the sukkah—and talked about who we’d like to invite
and why. Thank you to all of the Beth Elders who came to inspire and mentor our Mensch

Making Academy teens!!!
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On Sunday, Oct 27, in honor of Bereshit and Parashat Noach, the clergy blessed the CBENT
congregants’ animals, live and stuffed!

A contract was signed by the students promising to care for the animals and fulfill the Jewish
commandment of Tzar Ba’alei Chayim—Ensuring the well being of animals.
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After the blessing of the animals, our school welcomed "The NJ Snake Man" and had the
wonderful experience of learning about snakes, lizards, tortoises, and more, and how to care for
them and appreciate their part in making our planet rich and diversified for all sentient beings!

Even our Education Director, Ellen Glassman, and snake phobia’d Rabbi Michal, were spotted in a
mutual embrace of a friendly Boa!




PAGE 20

On a beautiful autumn day, CBENT took part in the JCC’s Fall Fest! Thank you to Marcie
Levin, Amy Blake, Rachel Levin and Adam Poppel for representing CBENT and engaging the
community in making Tzedakah boxes!
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Max Szychtel’s Bar Mitzvah
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Love Thy Neighbor

Love Thy Neighbor spent October chatting to congregants in hopes to have some more volunteers join
and PERFORM MITZVAHS ALONGSIDE OF OUR CORE MEMBERS.

We'd love more ideas, suggestions, and families participating.

It was so nice talking about helping those in need, feeding the poor, welcoming the stranger, providing
entertainment and an escape into stories for kids with cancer by giving them *new* books to call their
own.

Please email Neal Stolar (nstolar@ymail.com) to learn more and hop aboard!

On October 2, LTN member Shannon Mabhler, her son Eden, stepson Kyler. and LTN member Alan Brown,
helped a senior woman empty her house of furniture donations. We moved these items from Philly to an
Immigrant supporting charity that we partner with called First Place Swarthmore.

On the 6th, (Shannon's 54th bday ) we joined Sisterhood and congregants to write postcards to en-
gage voters in Georgia. We took the leftover bagels, coffee and cream cheese to a grateful shelter for the
unhoused near 69th St.

At our monthly meeting, we discussed opportunities for Tikkun Olam throughout the Fall and Winter; a
Blessings Bag project, ongoing book collections for CHOP Oncology (Look out for our second annual
Valentine's Have a Book Drive with Children's Book World Havertown!) and how to sell the last of
our cute, crocheted bumblebees to give funds to the Mensch Making Academy.

Interested in purchasing a bee? Contact Shannon, preferably by text at 610-202-8611. Bees are $6 and
proceeds help our school at CBENT.
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Neighbors
helping
Neighbors
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Sisterhood

The Holidays are over and we hope you were able to enjoy all the

services and festivities. Hopefully you noticed the Outdoor

Beautification Program that included the removal of the dead trees

and bushes and the addition of new plantings. All this to enhance the

appearance of our shul. Many thanks to Rich Gordon and Peter, our

custodian, who came on a regular basis to water our new plantings.
Just wait until spring when all of these efforts will come back to life!!

Sisterhood also hosted a successful, Non-Partisan “Get Out the Vote”, event to encourage
Pennsylvania voters to make it to the polls on this very important Presidential election. We
sent more than 300 post cards to people in Georgia and Pennsylvania. We also hosted
Mary Gay Scanlan and Alfie Goodwin, the candidates from Delaware County, who spoke
about their differences between the two political parties.

Thanks again for your continued generosity; Sisterhood purchased 10 new round tables,
splinter free and MUCH lighter in weight for the staff to set up, for events in the Felinton.

Our knitting group has made children’s and adult items that are available for purchase in
our gift shop. All proceeds go to CBENT, so please shop CBENT first.

Hanukkah is almost here and time to pay for the tickets for the March 30 performance of
“& Juliet” which will be held at the Kimmel Theater in Philadelphia. If you reserved
orchestra seats, the cost is $133 per ticket. The balcony is $95. All seats have been sold
out, so only those who reserved seats need to pay. There is a waiting list if you wish to be
included. Please make your checks out to CBENT SISTERHOOD. Please DO NOT use
ShulCloud at this time. Any questions, feel free to contact me at marilynpres@gmail.com
or call me at 215-477-6250.

Yours in Sisterhood,

Marilyn



mailto:marilynpres@gmail.com
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Post Card Party for getting out the vote!
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Hosting Congresswomen Mary Gay Scanlon and
Challenger Alfeia Goodwin
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November Thanksgiving Puzzle: Secret Code
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Men’s Club

L’'Shanah Tovah. Wishing all a happy, healthy new year.

Over the last month, we have had a couple of well-attended Men’s Club events. On September 22, we
had an Eagles watch party, enjoying pizza & other refreshments and celebrated an Eagles victory
together. And on October 13 a large contingent from the Men’s Club built the Sukkah. Fortunately, we
have had excellent weather allowing all to enjoy. Thanks to everyone who participated for your
comradery and for making these events a success.

As we look forward to 5785, we have a couple upcoming events. On November 3, we will have our Fall

Men’s Club brunch. The topic is “Economics of the 2024 Presidential Election”. Our speaker is our very
own Dr. Nancy Ruth Fox, Professor of Economics at St. Joseph’s University. We will have a bagel brunch
at 10:00 am followed immediately by the program. The cost is $15 per person.

On December 15, Men’s Club and the Trustees are partnering for our annual Chanukah Latke Brunch
including the Chanukah raffle and bingo events. We sent out raffle tickets last month for all who would
like to have the chance to win a $500 cash prize, 2 tickets to the Phillies, a basket of cheer, or $100
worth of lottery tickets.

There is one other event in November sponsored by the Mid Atlantic Region Men’s Club of which we are
a member organization. On November 12, at 6:30 pm at Temple Beth-El Hillel, there will be a buffet
dinner celebrating the origins of Camp Ramah in the Poconos. All CBENT Congregants are welcome to
attend and listen to guest speaker Phil Wachs, grandson of Abe and Fannie Birenbaum, the camp
founders. The cost is $36. The event aims at raising $10,000 for Camp Ramah Scholarship Funds.

Thanks again for your participation and we look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.
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Our trusty Men’s Club enjoying their successful work of setting up the Sukkah for CBENT.
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Bernett Fund
Ben & Joan Rose

In Memory of Muriel Cohen

Religious School Fund
Elaine Zeiger

In Memory of Solomon Zeiger

Blum Social Action Fund
Dorothy Brooks

In Memory of Jessie Wolaisky

Building Maintenance Fund
Richard & Joyce Brody

In Memory of Ethel Bernstein
Shirley Kanowitz

In Memory of Sam Kanowitz

Cantor's Fund

Doreen Shumsky

In Memory of Beloved Husband Curtis B. Shumsky
Sharon Dickol

In Honor of Cantor Steven Friedrich

Steven & Frances Lesser

In Memory of William Lesser

Glassman Mitvah Fund
Ben & Joan Rose

In Memory of Abraham Rose

Julie Gorson-Marrow Music Fund
Ben & Joan Rose

In Memory of Jack Rose

General Fund
Amy Blake & Bill Wegener

In Honor of Andrea Vance for a Speedy Recovery




PAGE 37

The Land of Israel — Psalm 122

A SONG OF ASCENTS, OF DAVID

How delighted | was when they said to me,

“Let us go up to the house of ADONAL.”

Our feet stand at your gates, O Jerusalem—
Jerusalem rebuilt, a city knit together,

where the tribes once made their pilgrimage,

the tribes of Adonai—

testimony by the people Israel of their gratitude to ADONAI.

There were found the seats of judges,
the thrones of the house of David.
Seek the peace of Jerusalem;
may those who love you be tranquil.
May there be peace within your ramparts,
tranquility in your palaces.
For the sake of my family and friends

| pray for the peace | seek for you.

For the sake of the house of ADONAI | seek your welfare.
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Weekly Minyan Times & Captains

Sunday—9:30 am Minyan

Monday—7:15 am Ben Rose bnesg@aol.com
Tuesday—7:00 pm Rabbi Michal rabbimichal@cbent.org
Wednesday—7:00 pm  Cantor Steven cantor@cbent.org
Thursday—7:15 am Joe Pless jess222@gmail.com

Friday Evening—7:30 pm
Saturday—10:00 am

If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700

so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation.
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Secret Code Answers

w
>
—
>
(W)

T I Z E B
T R K E Y
G F I P B

w
—
c
-n
-n
bz
@

M A S H E D P

N Z H S W K L
M A S H E D S W
N Z H S V W H D
G R E E N B E A
T IV M Y v Z
C R N B R E A D
X L I M Y I v z W
P A R V E A P P
K Z I E Z K K

m

m

m

w

E

w

m

m

|

m

m




PAGE 49

HAR
JEHUDA

CEMETERY
& MAUSOLEUM

Drexel Hill, PA

An
Investment In
Thoughtfulness

The
Beth El -~ Ner Tamid Section

-Please contact the synagogue office at:
(610) 356-8700

Experience the Culture at

Wesley Enhanced Living
Main fine

« Full time Rabbi on staff

+ Weekly Shabbat services

« Weekly Kiddush and
shared lunch

+ Holiday services and
activities

« Spiritual lecture series

+ Author presentations

+ Intergenerational
programs and trips

For more information on our senior living options,

or to join us for our next event, call 610-355-1308

WESLEY EN);[AN(‘.ED LiviING
Main Line
100 Halcyon Drive « Media, PA 19063
1-877-U-AGE-WEL - www.WEL org

b Wesley Ennanced Livin 3 continuitg Coré retrement communit2s are non-grofit with o

massion to delver o purpose-filed Ee to residants




DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON-DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND

Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission statement for each of
these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or more of these funds. In addition,
donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special education needs for the
children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious School tuition for families in need.

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.
THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutoring, textbooks,
trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated jointly with the Shames fami-
ly, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or whatever capaci-
ty the Board and Founder/s may determine.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the CBENT adult com-
munity 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for programming. In lieu of an Adult Educa-
tion Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input on adult educational programming.

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action Fund will in the
best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecurity, increase self-sufficiency, pro-
vide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality of life for those in need.

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND
The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of CBENT children.
ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot. Funds may be
used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been purchased, the Fund
can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed and as determined by the Rabbi
and/or Religious Committee.

CBENT Friends Designated Fund

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult membership and
prospective new members of CBENT congregation.

Designated Fund of Torah Restoration

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This includes all fees
and materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve the spending of funds.
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Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the name of Funds that do not meet the
requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of “Undesignated Funds”.

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS
Davidow Fund

Hulnick Fund

K’Tonton Fund

Library Fund

Orloff Fund

J. Jay Wolf Fund

Landscaping Fund

Judy Linder Fund

Dori Riesenfeld Fund

David Schwartz Fund

Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund

Cantorial Fund

Contact the Synagogue office for
details and to make a donation.....

610-356-8700

CHAI WALL
Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah,

Wedding Anniversary, significant
Birthday or Wedding by purchas-
ing a Chai Wall Plaque. Your Sim-
cha will always be remembered
in our Synagogue!

Cost is only $175.00

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION
DEDICATION AMOUNT

Eternal Light S 36,000*

School Entrance $ 10,000

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) S 2,500
Sound System $ 5,000

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000

Kipah Holders (2) $ 2,500

Founder $ 1,500 -S 1,999

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000
Sanctuary Seats S 500

Sponsor S 100 -S 499

*Some members already gave $5,000

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a
Memorial Plague. Plagques are placed in the
Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting
memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is
brought to the sanctuary entrance and mount-
ed on the yahrzeit memorial wall located out-

side the Minyan chapel entrance.

Cost is $350.00




Mission: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid is dedicated to
fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and
inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the

Conservative movement with Reconstructionist teachings.

We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activities,
and encourage social action and lifelong
Jewish learning.

Vision: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid aspires to be the
heart of our Jewish community, supporting the

religious, social, and emotional needs of our diverse
population, with an open invitation to explore and
celebrate Judaism.

Values: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid centers itself
around these five sets of core principles:

- Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a warm and
caring family environment where Jews of all ages, back-
grounds, races, abilities, gender identities, sexual orienta-
tions, and their loved ones feel welcome and

respected

- Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create
opportunities for people to form meaningful connections
with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives

- Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage

people of all generations to explore Jewish identity,
heritage, and community and to celebrate Judaism
through a variety of religious, educational, and social ac-
tivities

- Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals and prac-
tices of Judaism while adapting to current times, appreci-
ating the values of both tradition and modernity

- Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly

support the needs of our wider community in
collaboration with other religious and secular

institutions.

Congregation
Beth EI—Ner Tamid
715 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Broomall, PA 19008
Permit # 35

CBENT LEADERSHIP
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
CALL THE OFFICE
610-356-8700

Michal Morris Kamil — Rabbi
Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus
Steven Friedrich — Cantor
Ellen Glassman —Education Director
Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director

Marc Belitsky and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents




