
S H O F A R  

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

R A B B I  J A N K O V I T Z  2  

C A N T O R ’ S  N O T E S  4  

M E N ’ S  C L U B  6  

C O - P R E S I D E N T  

M A R G I E  B E R G E R  
8  

M E N S C H / M I N I  

M E N S C H  A C A D E M Y  
1 0  

May 2024 

23 NISAN—23 IYAR 5784 

715 Paxon Hollow Road 

Broomall, PA 19008 

610-356-8700 

Office@CBENT.org 

Website: www.cbent.org 

Upcoming Events: 

Person of the Year Annual Gala — June 2 at 5:30 pm 

Bingo & Poker Night—June 20 at 7 pm 

Devotion by the Ocean—July 19 at 6 pm 

Yom Hashoah 

May 6 Israel Independence Day May 14 

May B'mitzvahs 

Heleana Law May 25 Parker Thomas May 11 
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Counting Up 

Now that Passover is over and we’ve eaten (or thrown away) the last of 

our matzah, we turn our spiritual attention to the next few weeks, seven 

to be exact, until the next major holiday of Shavuot. This seven-week peri-

od between Passover and Shavuot is known as “the omer” period. The counting of the Omer (S’firat Ha-

Omer), lasts for 49 days, takes place at night, commencing on the second night of Pesach. Those who 

"count the Omer" recite a blessing each night. This commandment originates from our Torah which 

commands us twice to count this period of time, stating “you shall count off seven weeks. They must be 

complete: you must count until the day after the seventh week—fifty days; then you shall bring an offer-

ing of new grain to Hashem.” (Leviticus 23:15-16) as well as “You shall count off seven weeks; start to 

count the seven weeks when the sickle is first put to the standing grain.” (Deuteronomy 16:9)  

More than just an act of calendar keeping, these next seven weeks are a spiritual pilgrimage. On Passo-

ver, we celebrate leaving Egypt, mitzrayim, a narrow place. We join our ancestors out into the great 

wide open, symbolizing our liberation from slavery and constricted thinking. As free people, we move 

towards Har Sinai, Mount Sinai, and the giving of our Torah with great anticipation. So great is our antic-

ipation that instead of counting down to Shavuot, we count up! We are gathering ourselves for the jour-

ney upwards, closer to Divinity and revelation.  

This is summed up beautifully in the 13th century rabbinic text Sefer HaChinuch, “Since the acceptance 

of the Torah was the goal of our redemption and serves as the foundation of the Jewish people, and 

through it we achieved our greatness, we were commanded to count from the day after [the first day 

of] Pesach until the day that the Torah was given. This manifests our great desire for that awesome day 

which our hearts yearn for just as a servant yearns for shade. We count constantly – when will the day 

come that we yearn for, the day that we left slavery? Because counting [towards a certain date] 

shows a person that all of their desire and longing is to reach that time. 
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There is another point I’d like to add. Counting the omer is a time of looking forward to Shavuot. It is only 

when we are free that we can look to the future with anticipation and hope.  

One final poem as we count up:  

And Fly: A Poem for Counting the Omer 

by Stacey Zisook Robinson 

Count your things. 

Add them up. 

Amass a pile of More. 

Grab and gather 

 in forty-nine steps, 

 the firsts 

 of your herd, 

 your horde 

 your heart. 

 Count them 

 in countless succession: 

All your best - 

 Your hopes. 

 Your sins. 

 Fill your tent; 

 load the baskets and bags 

 with counting 

 and counted riches that 

 smell of excess 

 and succulent 

 ripeness: 

 A bursting of Ready, 

 sweet and sour and sharp 

 all at once 

 on your tongue. 

Count them all. 

 Gather them up; 

 Breathe in 

 seven breaths of seven 

 and lay them at 

 the waiting altar 

 that stands in the shadow of God. 

 Lay your counted glory there - 

 an offering: 

 a psalm of blessing 

 and hopeful benediction. 

Lay it all down 

and fly. 
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The Reason We Are Here 

There is nothing I enjoy more than celebrating with my students as they  

become B’Mitzvah. What we ask them to do is challenging for an adult, let 

alone for an adolescent. Consider the challenges of mastering a lengthy 

haftarah and Maftir, along with their blessings. Then we have them stand up in front of a few hundred of 

their family and friends to recite those texts along with leading the congregation in those prayers the   

B’Mitzvah has learned in our Mensch Making Academy. Their B’Mitzvah studies take place for a year      

alongside all the schoolwork, religious school, and extracurricular activities that create a very crowded  

schedule for a very young person.  

Over the course of that year, I have the incredible pleasure of watching them literally grow from children into 

adults. That transformation isn’t just a physical one. It is also one of spiritual growth as my students discover 

they are capable of successfully completing an adult-sized project. For many of them, becoming B’Mitzvah is 

the first time they feel this reward of accomplishment. It’s not just the look of relief on their faces as they 

conclude their readings and speeches, it is also that look of pride as they take in the magnitude of their     

success, along with a realization of what they are capable of in the future. 

In these next 2 months, 3 of our youngsters will be called to the Torah as B’Mitzvah. Parker Thomas (May 11), 

Heleana Law (May 25), and Shayna Henninger (June 8) have all completed their studies and are ready to take 

their place in our community as Jewish Adults, with the rights and responsibilities that their new status     

provides them. One of those responsibilities is the participation in community events. At CBENT, as in other 

synagogues, these events may be social, life-cycle, educational, or religious in nature. 

A B’Mitzvah is all those things. It is a life-cycle event that requires an education, takes place during a religious 

service that is followed by a Kiddush Luncheon to which the entire community is invited. It is a major reason 

why this synagogue exists, to fulfill the commandment we recite twice daily in the Shema: To Teach G-d’s 

Words Diligently To Our Children. 

We teach our children that community events such as B’Mitzvah are important. They and their parents are 

proud of their accomplishments and are eager to share them with their family, their friends, and their           

co-religionists, the members of our congregation of all ages. Let’s show Parker, Heleana, and Shayna that we 

are also part of their extended family and that we are also proud of their accomplishments by attending 
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Shabbat services on the days they become B’Mitzvah. While you’re at it, feel free to bring along your       

children and grandchildren. Let them experience that sense of community, and to share in the joy of         

accomplishment of others like them. Let them see that this sense of community is important to you as well 

by attending these and other events with them more often. I guarantee you won’t be disappointed. 

Cantor Steve 

CANTOR’S FUND 

IN HONOR OF ZEMER FREIDENREICH’S EFFORTS TO BRING THE 

MITZVAH OF A COMPLETE MEGILLAH READING TO CBENT 

Cantor Steve & Ann Friedrich 

IN MEMORY OF SOL WELSH 

Marilyn & Rick Bamash 

GENERAL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF NATHAN FORM 

Beatrice Form 

IN MEMORY OF ARNOLD BLAKE 

The Blake-Wegener Family 



It's time to party!  Our annual Gala is June 2 at 5:30 pm. CBENT turns 65 this 
year and we continue to have a very vibrant and active congregation, and 
we appreciate everyone's involvement. It is also important that we stop and 
say thank you to those that have given so much. Please join us at the gala as 
we honor Dr. Gary Bernett. This year’s honoree is our past president and 
religious committee chair. Gary has been an integral part of our                 
congregation for many years. He regularly helps lead Shabbat services, he is a minyan captain, past     
religious committee chair, and has served on many committees including strategic planning. To make the 
evening even more fun and exciting we have great entertainment planned with Lee Alverson’s Tribute to 
Elton John and Billy Joel “One Man, One Piano, One Night”. Lee is AWESOME!  You don’t want to miss 
this night. Come, enjoy, and sing along to classic and favorite tunes. You will leave feeling happy and it's 
a great deal for dinner, entertainment, and a salute to our congregant of the year. Don’t miss out on it 
and RSVP on ShulCloud NOW. The deadline is Wednesday May 24; $65/adult, $36/child under 18. 
We always appreciate our sponsorships and we’re grateful for their generosity and support. If you would 
like to be a sponsor, please e-mail the office, and send payment to ShulCloud under Men’s Club Gala or 
note it on the bottom of your check. 
Sponsorship $118/person (includes 1 ticket) 
Sponsorship $218/couple (includes 2 tickets) 
Please RSVP by Wednesday May 22nd 
Along with our Gala comes the annual Ad book. The Ad book is our most important fundraiser for the 
Men’s Club. This is a great opportunity to send tributes to Gary as well as advertise and promote a   
business (tax deduction). Please give generously.  
Use this hyper link to place an ad  "http://cbent.org/" _cbent.org_.  
Thank you. 
 
Thanks to everyone that will participate in the Yellow Candle program commemorating Yom Hashoah 
(Holocaust Remembrance Day). Men's Club has given out over 200 candles to be lit at home on Sunday 
night May 5. Help shine a bright light to the memories of those lost in the Holocaust and continue to  
believe "Never Again". If you would like a candle they are by the front door in the synagogue. 
 
The men’s club meets every 1st Monday night of the month. We may have a Sunday morning brunch 
meeting planned. Stay tuned to the Synagogue weekly messages. Our softball team continues to play 
well. The fields and opponents will be posted in the Friday synagogue announcements. 
 
Marc Belitsky  
Men's club president 

M E N ’ S  C L U B  
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http://cbent.org/
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RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND 

IN MEMORY OF YETTA ABRAHAMS  

Dorothy Brooks 

IN MEMORY OF MARTIN BROOKS 

Dorothy Brooks 

MORRIS & ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND 

IN HONOR OF GARY BERNETT-MEN’S CLUB HONOREE 2024 

Lynne & Leon Rigberg 

CBENTs softball team played a winning game against Adath Israel; the score was 23-3 



Spring has finally sprung and there has been so much activity at CBENT! 
The Final JSTEM Scholar in Residence program celebrated Dr. Beverly Emanuel. 
She provided us with much to think about in relation to Judaism and Science. 
We thank her for her insightfulness and knowledge. 
 
Congratulations go to our BID N BUY team: Ellen Glassman, Joyce Brody, Karen Brown and Penny Meyers and 
all of the volunteers. Due to everyone's hard work, a new record was reached. We know how to make the 
financial group happy! 
 
And those of you who participated in our 2nd Seder, thank you for making it such a warm and wonderful 
event. 
 
Our annual meeting will be held on May 28. Details to be forthcoming. There also will be an increase in dues 
this year since last year there was no increase. This too, will be discussed at the annual meeting. We still have 
Confirmation to look forward to and “Devotion by the Ocean”. 
 
So, this is my last Shofar article since my Co-Presidency comes to an end on June 30. It has been an honor 
and a privilege to be a leader for CBENT. These past few months have been a very trying time for our         
Congregation but I know the strength and resilience of our congregants makes this time a little easier. We 
have much to look forward to as we continue to grow and prosper! 
 

C O - P R E S I D E N T :  M A R G I E  B E R G E R  
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Lag Ba’Omer is a minor holiday that occurs on the 33rd day of the Omer, (May 25-26 this year) the 49-day period    

between Passover and Shavuot. A break from the semi-mourning of the Omer, key aspects of Lag Ba’omer include 

holding Jewish weddings (it’s the one day during the Omer when Jewish law permits them), lighting bonfires and 

getting haircuts.  

Why We Celebrate 

There are a few explanations why we celebrate Lag Ba’omer, but none is definitive. The Omer is a time of semi-

mourning, when weddings and other celebrations are forbidden, and as a sign of grief, observant Jews do not cut their 

hair. Anthropologists say that many peoples have similar periods of restraint in the early spring to symbolize their    

concerns about the growth of their crops. But the most often cited explanation for the Jewish practice comes from 

the Talmud, which tells us that during this season a plague killed thousands of Rabbi Akiva‘s students because they did 

not treat one another respectfully. The mourning behavior is presumably in memory of those students and their severe 

punishment. 

L A G  B A ’ O M E R  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/how-to-count-the-omer/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/passover-pesach-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shavuot-101/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ask-the-expert-wedding-timing/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ask-the-expert-wedding-timing/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ask-the-expert-shaving-during-the-omer/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/ask-the-expert-shaving-during-the-omer/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/talmud/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-akiba/
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According to a medieval tradition, the plague ceased on Lag Ba’omer, the 33rd day of the Omer.  (The Hebrew 

letters lamed and gimel which make up the acronym “Lag” have the combined numerical value of 33.) As a result, Lag 

Ba’omer became a happy day, interrupting the sadness of the Omer period for 24 hours. 

R A B B I  A K I V A  A N D  T H E  B A R  K O C H B A  R E B E L L I O N  

The Talmudic explanation makes most sense when put into historical context. The outstanding sage Rabbi                 

Akiva became an ardent supporter of Simeon bar Koseva, known as Bar Kochba, who in 132 C.E. led a ferocious but 

unsuccessful revolt against Roman rule in Judea. Akiva not only pinned his hopes on a political victory over Rome 

but believed Bar Kochba to be the long-awaited Messiah. Many of his students joined him in backing the revolt and 

were killed along with thousands of Judeans when it failed. The Talmudic rabbis, still suffering under Roman rule and 

cautious about referring openly to past rebellions, may have been hinting at those deaths when they spoke of a plague 

among Akiva’s students. Possibly, also, Lag Ba’omer marked a respite from battle, or a momentary victory. 

A completely different reason for the holiday concerns one of Rabbi Akiva’s few disciples who survived the Bar Kochba 

revolt, Rabbi Simeon bar Yohai. He is said to have died on Lag Ba’omer. Rabbi Simeon continued to defy the Roman 

rulers even after Bar Kochba’s defeat, and was forced to flee for his life and spend years in solitary hiding. Legend  

places him and his son, Eleazar, in a cave for 12 years, where a miraculous well and carob tree sustained them while 

they spent their days studying and praying. When they finally emerged, Simeon denigrated all practical occupations, 

insisting that people engage only in the study of Torah. For this God confined the two to their cave for another year, 

accusing Simeon of destroying the world with his rigid asceticism. 

But Rabbi Simeon’s otherworldliness resonated with mystics in his own time and later, so much so that tradition      

ascribes to him the Zohar, the key work of the Kabbalah (although critical scholars attribute it to the 13th-century 

Spanish kabbalist Moses de Leon). And in Israel, on Lag Ba’omer, people flock to the site of his tomb in the village 

of Meron in the Galilee, near Safed, where they light bonfires and sing kabbalistic hymns. Hasidic Jews follow the     

custom of bringing their 3-year-old sons to Meron to have their hair cut for the first time. (The custom of not cutting 

the child’s hair until his third birthday, when it is done in a ceremony called an upsheren, is probably an extension of 

the law that forbids picking the fruits of a newly planted tree during its first three years.) 

L A G  B A ’ O M E R  C U S T O M S  

Unrelated to Rabbi Simeon, the kabbalists also give a mystical interpretation to the Omer period as a time of spiritual 

cleansing and preparation for receiving the Torah on Shavuot. The days and weeks of counting, they say, represent 

various combinations of the sefirot, the divine emanations, whose contemplation ultimately leads to purity of mind 

and soul. The somberness of this period reflects the seriousness of its spiritual pursuits. 

Finally, on yet another tack, some authorities attribute the joy of Lag Ba’omer to the belief that the manna that fed the 

Israelites in the desert first appeared on the 18th of Iyar. 

Though its origins are uncertain, Lag Ba’omer has become a minor holiday. (For Sephardic Jews, the holiday is the 

day after Lag Ba’omer.) School children picnic and play outdoors with bows and arrows — a possible reminder of the 

war battles of Akiva’s students — and in Israel plant trees. It is customary to light bonfires, to symbolize the light     

Simeon bar Yohai brought into the world. And every year numerous couples wed at this happy time. 

Reprinted from My Jewish Learning 

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/gematria/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-akiba/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-akiba/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-bar-kochba-revolt/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/false-messiahs-in-judaism/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/rabbi-simeon-ben-yohai/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-zohar/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/kabbalah-jewish-mysticism/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/lag-baomer-in-meron/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-mystics-of-safed/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/hasidic-movement-a-history/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/upsheren/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/seder-zeraim-agriculture/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/kabbalah-jewish-mysticism/


Building Your Tribe 
 
In a world where reading newspapers and magazines have taken a back seat to watching and listening to the 
daily news online or via TikTok,  I still savor reading the New York Times and the Philadelphia Inquirer from 
cover to cover. Last week, I came across an interesting article. It was written by Family Therapist Susan 
Stiffelman, author of the book “Parenting With Presence: Practices For Raising Conscious, Confident, Caring 
Kids”. The essence of the article was to empower parents to ‘build themselves a tribe’ – which she believes to 
be an essential ingredient for raising kids. Although parents have the ultimate responsibility for bringing up 
their children, Stiffelman states, “Children who feel they are part of a community grow up feeling anchored”. 
She continued, stating that parents who connect with other parents who share similar values, angst, culture 
and outlook are more likely to overcome adversity when it comes their way. She urged people to look 
around for a group of like-minded, like-hearted adults to connect with ‘as contentment and happiness are 
increased when shared’. As I was reading her description of a tribe, I thought, “Hey! She’s talking about our 
Mensch Making Academy!” Looking around CBENT, we have tribes within our tribe. Our goal is for our       
students to connect with their peers, make lifelong friendships and learn collectively as a team. We hope 
that our parents will form meaningful friendships inside and outside of our synagogue walls. Parenting is 
challenging!  It’s helpful and empowering to share our oys and joys with each other. We encourage all of our 
members to get involved in order to enjoy the camaraderie and spirituality that our congregation offers. Our 
goals are similar with our Mini Mensch Academy, helping young families and those unaffiliated in the       
community connect and foster friendships, finding strength in the challenges and joys of raising Jewish     
children.  
 
We’re coming to the end of our school year with our last day of 
the Mensch and Mini Mensch Academy being Sunday, May 19. 
Be on the lookout for our summer programming! Keep in touch! 
Our tribe stays connected 12 months a year! We’re only a phone 
call, text, or email away!  
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BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND 

IN HONOR OF  INA & ARNIE GALER 

HONOREES AT TRUSTEES SHABBAT 

Harriet & Steve Bissey 

IN MEMORY OF REUBEN REITER 

Penny & Maury Reiter 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD BRODY 

The Brody Family 

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCES KANE 

Natalie Packel 

M E N S C H  M A K I N G  A C A D E M Y  A N D  

M I N I  M E N S C H  A C A D E M Y  N E W S  

E D U C A T I O N  D I R E C T O R  E L L E N  

G L A S S M A N  
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B I D  &  B U Y  

The numbers are in! We'd like to share that Sisterhood's Bid & Buy 2024 netted $21,580.91 - an all time record!! How 
did we do it? We owe our success to YOU!! - our treasured congregants who generously gave Share money, as well as 
donated prize packages and gift cards for people to bid on. We are also incredibly grateful to community members who 
are not congregants and yet year after year, support our fundraiser and attend. Many non-members donated Share 
money and asked when we'll be having it next year, as they want to save the date on their 2025 calendars!  
 

Joyce Brody and Ellen Glassman thank EVERYONE who gave their time, energy, creativity, raffle prizes, merchandise, 
Share money, treasures, support and cheered us on. Please patronize the jewelers, hair and nail salons, sporting event 
tickets, chiropractors, spas, caterers, boutique owners, museums, car washes, restaurants and alike that gave gift 
cards, discount coupons, products and services to help our fundraiser be an amazing success!  
 

Special thanks are sent to Karen Brown, for being our ticketmaster and seating guru, Judi Ostroff and Rhonda Cetlin for 
overseeing the Boutique Table, Pamela Holt for working her display magic on the Boutique Tables and making our 
treasures look beautiful, Andi Taylor for creatively merchandising our prize packages and making them pop, Penny 
Meyers for managing every aspect of the kitchen (along with a team of people who made homemade tuna fish, baked 
brownies and created fruit platters for 220 attendees!), all of our members who came to set the tables (and enjoyed a 
bit of chocolate in loving memory of Bid & Buy maven Zelda Neff), Saundra Boyd for being our 'meeter, greeter and 
Venmo/credit card processor which certainly helped our bottom line and to Larry Gorson-Marrow, Annie Weiss and 
Terry Newman for helping behind the scenes to make this fundraiser happen! Extra thanks are sent to Scot Goldberg, 
Alan Gorberg and Richard Schwartz for selling raffles and 50/50 tickets (they sold $1,692 of raffles and $751 for our 
50/50), Margie Berger, for being our 'forever treasurer' and 'keeper of the cash', supplying us with money and support 
before, during and after the event, the entire Brody family for helping us EVERY step of the way, all of our members 
who helped us empty the closets, sell tickets and clean up, Sisterhood President Marilyn Bamash for continually helping 
and cheering us on, Amy Blake for tirelessly lending a hand, Alan and Karen Brown for taking our extra food to a shelter 
to be enjoyed (as well as our unclaimed treasures to the domestic abuse program), Pamela, Andy and Nathaniel Holt 
for creating and donating the proceeds of a coffee bar that so many of us enjoyed (!!!), Bill Wegener for selling wine 
and Jenna Glassman and Bryan Johnston for taking prize packages to the winners’ cars!  
 

There’s no one like Eli Lourie when it comes to being the best (and most entertaining!) Boutique Table MC and          
encouraging everyone to take a chance on some of the finest treasures (and most interesting looking masks!) This year, 
he found a new co-host - 7th grade student Shayna Henninger, and together, they delighted us all with their antics and 
sales ability! Together, they helped us earn $2,690 from the Boutique Table) Extra thanks are sent to Arnie Glassman, 
for being a great MC and supplying us with endless banter with Eli.  
 

Enormous thanks are sent to our 'runners' - Alyssa Plotnick, Eric Brunswick, Max Szychtel, Novella Taylor and Shayna 
Henninger who helped set up the food and ran through the aisles to collect the tickets from hopeful winners. It's      
always great to see our students and graduates involved! Special thanks are sent to Kim Morrissey, former student who 
donated an entire package for the main table and former student Alyssa Plotnick who donated many collectibles that 
helped us earn money for our Boutique Table.  
 

Big thanks are sent to the Mensch Making Academy parents who, for the first time, had a table together to enjoy an 
evening out!! We hope you continue to join us for years to come! 
 

As everyone can see, it truly takes a village to bring Bid & Buy to life! If you have suggestions on how to make next 
year's Bid & Buy even better, let us know!! Thanks again for your support!  
 
With heartfelt gratitude, Ellen Glassman and Joyce Brody 
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M I N I  M E N S C H  A C A D E M Y  

Miss Andi and Ellen Glassman helped K’tonton students journey out of Egypt during an   

interactive Passover program. Big thanks are sent to Richard and Shelley Chaitt, for         

representing the Passover League of Golden Slipper, helping us retell the story and taking 

photos  



SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

IN MEMORY OF MARY GREENBAUM 

Janet & Marc Belitsky 

IN MEMORY OF MITCHELL GREENBAUM 

Janet & Marc Belitsky 
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M I N I  M E N S C H  A C A D E M Y  

 

Miss Andi and Ellen Glassman enjoy bringing Jewish music and stories to K’tonton twice a month  
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M I N I  M E N S C H  A C A D E M Y  

Richard Chaitt is on the Board of the Passover League of Golden Slipper. Each year, Golden Slipper 

graciously gives K'tonton a grant for Jewish programming for Passover. Thanks Richard, for coming 

to our program and capturing great learning.   
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M E N S C H  M A K I N G  A C A D E M Y  

The Mensch Making Academy and our Better Together Beth Elders learned, questioned and enjoyed the 

Seder meal together at our Model Seder. Special thanks are sent to Rabbi Jankovitz, Cantor Steve, Annie 

Weiss, Saundra Boyd, parents and Madrichim for helping us set up and bring our seder to life!  
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M E N S C H  M A K I N G  A C A D E M Y  

Morah Ellen’s class made Miriam’s Cups while learning about her importance in the Passover story  
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Vav and Zayin class learns about Rosh Hodesh with the help of Oreo cookies, representing the 

phases of the moon  

M E N S C H  M A K I N G  A C A D E M Y  



DORI RIESENFELD FUND 

IN MEMORY OF ALAN DABROW 

Cheryl & Harlan Levy 

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND 

IN HONOR OF ELLEN GLASSMAN 

Lynne Winegrad & Scott Noye 

Karen & Mark Bernstein 

IN MEMORY OF SHERRY LITCHKO 

Feri Law 

IN MEMORY OF HESHMAT BENHAIM 

Feri Law 

IN MEMORY OF RAHIM BENHAIM 

 Feri Law 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND 

IN MEMORY OF SARAH RIFE 

The Brenner Family 

IN MEMORY OF FRANCES WEISFELD 

Phyllis Weisfeld 

IN MEMORY OF RONALD ELLMAN 

Susan Ellman 

IN MEMORY OF OUR MOTHER, SARA JACOBS 

Eileen & Mark Jacobs 
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      D      1             

      2                  

    B        3       H         

                       

             4          I     

   5                        

        E   F            

 6         C   7                  

                        

             8              

                        

  9     L        10               

                      

        11           J     K     

                        

                       

                       

            12               

                     

                   

M A Y  P U Z Z L E  

ACROSS 

1. Foods Satisfying Jewish Law 10. Highest City in Galilee  F. Natural Fortress 

2. Religion is Judaism  11. Has a High Salt Content  G. Seized From Syria in 1967 

3.  Legislature    12. 2nd Largest City   H.  Mount Where Covenant Was Made 

4.  Kibbutz    DOWN     I.  Spread of Jews Outside of Israel 

5.  Port City Built in Tiers  A. Hebrew Name for Sea of Galilee J.  Neighbor Country 

6.  Northen Israel   B. Jewish Homeland   K.  Land in Which Tribes of Israel Conquered 

7.  Resort Town on the Red Sea C. Date Palm Frond   L.  Leaving Egypt 

8.  Ravine That is Dry   D. Links Mediterranean to Indian Ocean  

9. Desert    E. Capital  

 
A 

G 
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The Land of Israel 

How delighted I was when they said to me, 

“Let us go up to the house of Adonai.” 

Our feet stand at your gates, O Jerusalem — 

 Jerusalem rebuilt, a city knit together, 

where the tribes once made their pilgrimage, the tribes of Adonai — 

testimony by the people Israel of their gratitude to Adonai. 

 There were found the seats of judges, the thrones of the house of David. 

Seek the peace of Jerusalem; 

may those who love you be tranquil. 

 May there be peace within your ramparts, tranquility in your palaces. 

For the sake of my family and friends 

I pray for the peace I seek for you. 

 For the sake of the house of Adonai I seek your welfare. 

 

Psalm 122 

 

Page 447 in Lev Shalem 

 











Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

Charlotte & 

Harold Sampson 

 

2 

 

3 

Robin Schwartz 

Ruth & Robert 

Bender 

Lisa & Robert 

 Dolson 

4 

Eli Lourie 

Shelley & Richard 

Chaitt 

 

5 

Gail Rudolph 

Roslyn Jaffe 

6 

Larry Gorson-

Marrow 

Steven Burak 

Marsha & Mark 

Millman 

7 

Susan Levy 

Sue & Marc 

Gewartz 

8 Rosh Chodesh 9 

Debra Morrissey 

Joanne Hoffman 

10 

 

11 

Chad Parnis 

Lauren Homel 

Pamela Holt 

12 Mother’s Day 

Karen Bernstein 

 

13 Yom HaZikaron 

Raymond 

Krautheim 

14 

Richard Chaitt 

 

15 16 

Steve Bissey 

17 

Ruth Rothberg 

18 

Ken Dietz 

Karen & Alan 

Brown 

19 

Richard Gorberg 

20 

Gerry Rothman 

21 22 23 

Bess Koenigsberg 

24 

Pamela & 

 Andrew Holt 

 

25 

26 

Doreen Shumsky 

Jay Cooperstein 

27 Memorial Day 28 29 

Ellen & Arnie 

Glassman 

Ina & Arnie Galer 

Sharon & Murray 

Greenberg 

30 

Beth Burak 

Rande Saxe 

31 

Andi & Adlai 

Joseph 

 

May 2024                    Birthdays! 

23 Nisan-23 Iyar 5784     Anniversaries! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thurday Friday Saturday 

   1 

4:00pm-Mensch Making 

Academy 

6:00pm -Teens Cook for 

Friends 

6:30pm-Evening  Minyan 

6:30pm–Yom Hashoah 

Program 

 

2 

7:15am-Morning Minyan 

 

7:00pm-Choir Rehearsal 

3 

7:00pm-Kabbalat  

Shabbat Service 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

10:00am-Kabbalat 

Shabbat Service-

Rededication-Elyse 

Wechterman-Head of 

RA- 

Shabbat for the 

Soul—Lunch 

12:20pm-

Philosophical Issues 

5 

No Religious School 

9:30am-Morning 

Minyan 

12:00pm-Love Thy 

Neighbor Planning 

Meeting 

1:00pm-Susan 

Kauffman-Square  

Dance Group 

6 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

 

7:30pm-Men’s Club 

Meeting 

 

 

7 

6:30pm-Bissel of Torah 

7:30pm-Membership  

Committee Meeting 

7:30pm-Religious 

Committee Meeting 

  

8 

4:00pm-Mensch  

Making Academy 

6:30pm-Evening Minyan 

7:30pm-Strategic Task 

Force Meeting 

 

9 

7:15am-Morning Minyan 

1:00pm-Crafting 

10 

7:00pm-Kabbalat  

Shabbat Service at 

CBENT 

  

11 

10:00am-Shabbat 

Bar Mitzvah of  

Parker Thomas 

 

12 

Mother’s Day  

No Religious School 

9:30am-Morning 

Minyan 

13 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

7:00pm-Sisterhood 

Board Meeting 

14 

6:30pm-Bissel of Torah 

7:30pm– Executive 

Committee Meeting 

15 

4:00pm-Mensch  

Making Academy- Yom 

Ha’atzmaut Field Day 

6:30pm-Evening Minyan 

16 

7:15am-Morning Minyan 

7:00pm-Choir  

Rehearsal 

17 

7:00pm-Kabbalat  

Shabbat at CBENT 

7:00pm-Confirmation

- 

All school  

18 

10:00am-Shabbat 

Services 

12:20pm-

Philosophical  Issues 

of Judaism Meeting 

19 

9:00am-Mensch 

Making Academy-

last day of school 

9:30am-Morning 

Minyan 

 

 

20 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

7:00pm-Finance 

Committee Mtg 

 

 

21 

6:30pm-Bissel of 

Torah 

  

22 

4:00pm-Final Faculty 

Meeting 

6:30pm-Evening Minyan 

7:00pm-SATF Meeting 

  

23 

7:15am-Morning Minyan 

1:00pm-Crafting 

5:00pm-Heleana Law 

Rehearsal 

7:30pm-Love Thy 

 Neighbor Meeting 

7:30pm-Security  

Committee Meeting 

24 

7:00pm-Kabbalat 

 Shabbat Service at 

CBENT 

 

 

25 

10:00am– 

 Bat Mitzvah of  

Heleana Law 

26 

9:30am-Morning 

Minyan 

1:30pm Mostly 

Waltz Dance Group 

27 

 Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

7:15am-Morning 

Minyan 

28 

6:30pm-Bissel of 

Torah 

7:30pm-Annual Con-

gregation Meeting 

29 

6:30pm-Evening Minyan 

  

30 

7:15am-Morning Minyan 

7:00pm-ChoirRehearsal 

31 

7:00pm-Kabbalat  

Shabbat Service  

  

 

May 2024      

23 Nisan-23 Iyar 5784         EVENTS      SCHOOL    SERVICES 



Sunday—9:30am   Minyan 

Monday—7:15am  Ben Rose   bnesq@aol.com 

Tuesday—6:30pm  Rabbi Jankovitz  rabbi@cbent,org 

Wednesday—6:30pm Cantor Steve   cantor@cbent.org 

Thursday—7:15am  Joe Pless    jess222@gmail.com 

Friday Evening—7:00pm  

Saturday—10:00am 

 

If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700  

so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation. 
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Congregation 

Beth El—Ner Tamid 

715 Paxon Hollow Road 

Broomall, PA 19008 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Broomall, PA 19008 

Permit # 35 

CBENT LEADERSHIP 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 

CALL THE OFFICE 

610-356-8700 

 

Janine Jankovitz — Rabbi 

Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus 

Steven Friedrich — Cantor 

Ellen Glassman —Education Director 

Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director 

Margie Berger and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents 

Mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid is 
dedicated to fostering a welcoming, vibrant, pro-
gressive, and inclusive Jewish community blend-
ing the traditions of the Conservative movement 
with Reconstructionist teachings. We enjoy Jew-
ish spiritual, cultural and social activities, and 
encourage social action and lifelong Jewish 
learning.  
 
Vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid as-
pires to be the heart of our Jewish community, 
supporting the religious, social, and emotional 
needs of our diverse population, with an open 
invitation to explore and celebrate Judaism.  
 
Values: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid cen-
ters itself around these five sets of core princi-
ples:  
 
· Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a 
warm and caring family environment where Jews 
of all ages, backgrounds, races, abilities, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, and their loved 
ones feel welcome and respected 
 
· Religious Connection & Spirituality: We cre-
ate opportunities for people to form meaningful 
connections with each other and to bring spiritu-
ality into their lives 
 
· Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encour-
age people of all generations to explore Jewish 
identity, heritage, and community and to cele-
brate Judaism through a variety of religious, edu-
cational, and social activities 
 
· Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals 
and practices of Judaism while adapting to cur-
rent times, appreciating the values of both tradi-
tion and modernity 
 
· Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly sup-
port the needs of our wider community in collaboration 
with other religious and secular institutions. 


