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Rabbi Jankovitz

Dear Congregants,

This is a precarious time. Look at how much the conversation in the Jewish
community has changed since October 7th. What can we look to for
guidance during this time of uncertainty? | recommend looking to our
ancestors who themselves dealt with great upheaval and tragedy. What
wisdom from our collective past can we bring with us into our future?

We are not the first generation of Jews to live through difficult times.
Judaism offers wisdom to help guide us through any difficulty, including
this moment. Through Bissel of Torah on Tuesday evenings and Shabbat
services, there are multiple opportunities to process the complexities of life
together while exploring ideas, texts, and wisdom from Jewish tradition.

Let’s focus for a moment on Bissel of Torah. Each Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.
CBENT members (everyone is invited!) join me online. Together we study
texts ranging from Torah to Talmud to modern texts. It might surprise you
how much the act of dedicating only thirty minutes a week to a piece of
Jewish learning can ground you spiritually within the cycle of the Jewish
year. It’s easy and open to anyone.

One particular text that | return to time and again comes from one of my

favorite teachers, Rabbi Jonathan Sacks (z'l):

Imagine we are in a vast library. In every direction we look there are
bookcases. Each has shelves stretching from floor to ceiling and each
shelf is full of books. We are surrounded by the recorded thoughts of
many people, some great, some less so, and we can reach out and take
any book we wish. All we have to do is choose. [...] Now imagine that
while browsing in the library, you come across one book unlike the
rest, which catches your eye because on its spine is written the name
of your family. Intrigued, you open it and see many pages written by
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different hands in many languages. You start reading it, and gradually you begin to understand what it is.
It is the story each generation of your ancestors has told for the sake of the next, so that everyone born
into this family can learn where they came from, what happened to them, what they lived for and why.
As you turn the pages, you reach the last page which carries no entry but a heading. It bears your name...

| appreciate Rabbi Sack’s way of bringing us into the story of the Jewish people. Imagine, what would you do
if you found such a book? What do you think would have been written in it? How have you been influenced
by the stories of your ancestors, both ancient and more recent? How is Torah like a book of your ancestors’

story? How does it influence who you are today?

This is the power of study and group discussion. Bissel of Torah provides a weekly opportunity to fill the need
for connection as well as an opportunity to dive deeper into the richness and complexities of our Jewish text

tradition. My hope is that you will join us this week as well.

Zay Gezunt, Be Well,

Rabbi Jankovitz

DICK PACKEL FUND

IN HONOR OF ANDY & KAREN ROSENELD’S
WELL DESERVED RETIREMENT
Sandy Melnikoff

ORLOFF FUND
IN MEMORY OF GEORGE SCHREIBER

Laura & David Schreiber

RABBI’S FUND
IN MEMORY OF LEONARD LAFAIR
Beth & Steve Burak

IN MEMORY OF REBECCA GOLTON
Bill & Yael Golton
IN MEMORY OF JAY STRIEB

Elaine Zeiger

HULNICK FUND

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTH OF
MARGIE BERGER’S GRANDSON
Helene & Herb Avart
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Cantor’s Notes

A 3 COURSE MEAL FOR PURIM

| was actually about to write a very serious article for this issue of the
Shofar until | remembered that the festival of Purim will be observed this
month (March 23-24). I'm sure there must be a Talmudic reference
somewhere that prohibits anything serious in connection with this
holiday. I, therefore, offer for your perusal this mishmash of Purim
curiosities and trivia that may even possibly delight and entertain you.
You may consider this as 'shelach manot' for your mind. | suggest,
however, that you not try to eat it all at one time as you may develop a
sort of mental constipation. | doubt that even a prune hamantash could
help you then.

Appetizer: Megilat Esther.

- God's Name isn't even mentioned once in the entire Scroll of Esther.
Also, there is not a single reference to the lands of Judah or Israel
although the word Jew (Yehudi) is used for the first time in the Bible,
referring of course to Mordecai. The word pur from which the name Purim
is derived is not even Hebrew and is found nowhere else in the Bible. It is a
Persian word referring to a ‘chance’ or a 'lottery'.

- Esther 8:9 is the longest verse in the Bible. The original text contains 43
words while the English translation has 90. In Esther 3:13 all the letters of
the Hebrew alef - bet can be found in that one sentence. As far as | know
that is the only time in the Bible that happens (you may try to find others
to prove me wrong).

- The word mishteh (banquet) occurs twenty times in the Scroll of Esther,
which is equal to the total of all the other times it is found in the rest of
the Bible. Those Persians could really party, eh?

Main Course: Purim Day.

- The day on which Purim is celebrated (14th of Adar) can never occur on
Shabbat. The 15" day of Adar does occasionally fall on the Sabbath. The
Jews of Jerusalem, who celebrate Purim on the 15" of Adar then must
celebrate a "three day Purim". On the 14" of Adar the Megilah is read; on
the 15" the blessing "who wrought miracles" is recited; and on the 16"
the Seudah (Purim Feast) takes place.

-The Hadassah organization was founded on Purim day in 1912. Hadassah
is the Hebrew name for Esther.
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- The Jews of Persia celebrate Purim with great splendor as that is where the story unfolded. The children of
the religious schools spend weeks before Purim studying the Scroll of Esther, and making a life-size figure of
Haman to be hanged in effigy on Purim. During the reading of the Scroll, the children do not use groggers
when Haman's name is mentioned. They shoot off fireworks instead.

-The feast of Purim was banned in Nazi Germany and its conquered territories. Synagogues were closed and
groggers were considered contraband. In a speech by Hitler on January 30, 1944, he said that, if the Nazis
went down in defeat, the Jews would celebrate "a second Purim". (I don't know of anyone who cared to
take him up on that idea.) On October 16, 1946, ten sons of that modern day Haman, 10 Nazi leaders, were
hung on the gallows at Nuremberg, Germany, as punishment for their monstrous crimes against humanity.
The first to hang, Jules Streicher, was reported to have shouted "Purim feast, 1946" just before he was
hung.

-Purim became, in many lands, the symbolic name for Jewish deliverance, whenever a Jewish community
was saved from a horrible fate which a Haman-like ruler tried to impose. That community would celebrate,
yearly, that day of rescue as a special day, local Purim, in the same manner as the universal Jewish Purim.

Dessert: Mixed Nuts

-Of course everyone knows the Talmudic admonition that on Purim one should drink until he can't tell the
difference between 'blessed be Mordecai' and 'cursed be Haman'. But did you know that the numerical
value of the Hebrew letters of the phrase in each case adds up to 502. Also the word for king 'hamelech’
and 'Haman'both total 95. By Rabbinic logic, this makes Ahasuerus equally guilty with Haman.

-According to Rabbi Jose the Galilean, Esther and Mordecai composed the Hallel prayer when the Jews
were saved from Haman. Oddly enough, the Hallel prayers which are chanted on almost all other Jewish
festivals, are not recited on Purim.

Well, | hope that filled you with enough trivia to get you into that Purim spirit. Chag Purim Sameach.

Castor Steve

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

IN MEMORY OF THEODORE LAZAROFF
Debbie Weiss

CANTOR’S FUND
IN MEMORY OF JEROME SHAIMAN

DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND Frances & Steven Lesser

IN MEMORY OF MY MOTHER, EVELYN DIAMOND
Marcy & Paul Abrams




Want Some
Old Time Religion?

CBENT
Traditional
Purim Service

and Megillah Reading

Sunday, March 24 - 9am

Groggers for All
Bagels & Schmear
& Purim Torah
to follow
the service.

The Megillah Reading
will be streamed
for those unable

to attend 1In person.




A Purim Poem by Brenda Brenner

When the calendar says its Adar, the time again is right,

To hear about Queen Esther and the ancient Jews’ sad plight.
Of plots and persecutions that plagues the Jews of old,

Not once, but throughout history, the same story can be told.
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Jewish scapegoats, punishments, and death—such tales of woe,

To recount them assuredly would cause your tears to flow.
But the Purim story’s different, and instead a time for fun,
For thanks to a brave Jewish girl, for once the Jews had won!
The story takes place long ago, in Shushan (now Iran),

It tells of Ahasuerus, Queen Esther and Haman.

It happened that the king’s first wife, Vashti was her name,

Refused to dance without her veils because it brought her shame.

The king was disappointed, who wouldn’t be, of course,
And so, between Vashti and him decreed instant divorce.
A beauty contest then was held to choose another queen.
A girl was picked, not for her brains, but her beautiful “
About the girl whom all admired was something no one knew,
This lovely girl that the king desired happened to be a Jew.
Now while all this was going on, Haman had gotten power.

He hated Mordecai the Jew — ideas began to flower.

And so, this evil minister game counsel to the king.

His idea was so sinister, a really awful thing.

He said to kill all of the Jews, that loyal they were not,

Thank G-d that Uncle Mordecai had overheard this plot.

His niece Hadassah was the queen, to her this tale he told,
And Esther, as she’s known to us, became extremely bold.

For Ahasuerus had a rule, to all it was quite clear,

panim”.

Unless the king had summoned you, to come before him, none would dare.

So, Esther fasted and she prayed for courage such news to tell,

“If you kill all the Jews, my dear, then | must die as well.”
Thus, she spoke to Ahasuerus.

And as you all know, he decided to spare us.

Haman was hanged and his sons along with him,

An historical lesson ‘bout the power of women.

It was Haman the minister, blot out his name,

Who found Shushan politics a dangerous game.

Uncle Mort was a hero and Esther a winner,

To celebrate victory, they had a big dinner.

And Esther our heroine with laurels upon her,
The chef of the palace decided to honor.

He created a dish first served at the feast.

Made of honey and milk and snow from the East,
Delicious it was and he called it “vanilla”.

And that is the end of this gantza megillah.
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Co-President: Margie Berger

HAPPY ALMOST SPRING!

During these past few weeks, we have all been experiencing a variety of
emotions and reactions to the notification of Rabbi Jankovitz’s resignation.
CBENT has certainly embraced the changes that have occurred under her
guidance. We, of course, will continue to move forward in that direction.

A search committee has been established which is a wonderful
representation of our membership. They are responsible for screening the
candidates and making recommendations for the next step. Richard and |
have great confidence in this group. Certainly, if you have concerns or
questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

A special thank you to the Trustees for sponsoring the Ruach Hadasha
honoring Ina and Arnie Galer. Such a well-deserved celebration!

SPRING is almost here, and we have much to look forward to!

On March 2, there will be a very special service celebrating 65 years of
Congregation Beth EI-Ner Tamid. We will also be honoring other milestones
of our congregants. Please make sure you join us.

The Purim Carnival will be held again on March 10. It is such a great event
for kids of all ages! More details will be forthcoming.

Many thanks to Penny Meyers and Jen Schrager for spearheading our
Shalach Manot program. We always look forward to these baskets of
goodies. Please come on March 21 @ 6:30 pm to help package.

Save the date:

Second Seder: On April 23, we will be having a 24 Seder. Details are in Shul
Cloud and the cost is $59 for adults and $15 for children under 12. Please
sign up as this is one of the few times no reservations can be added after
April 2!

Bid N Buy: Sisterhood’s annual fund raiser will be held on April 11. We need
your help and support as this program is so important to our financial
bottom line. And, of course, it is an evening filled with great fun and
excitement!

| look forward to seeing you all for these wonderful events.

Margie
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

IN MEMORY OF SOLOMON KAPLAN

The Kaplan Family

IN HONOR OF ARTHUR POLLIN’S 90th BIRTHDAY

Carole & Chip Sutherland
Marilyn & Rick Bamash

IN HONOR OF ARNIE & INA GALER’S DEDICATION TO CBENT
Marilyn & Rick Bamash

IN MEMORY OF RUPERT BAMASH
Marilyn & Rick Bamash

IN MEMORY OF FERCHONDAH SENEHI
Feri Law
IN MEMORY OF MELVIN BLAKE
Amy Blake & Bill Wegener
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Men’s Club

What a busy January and February for Men's Club. Our Men's Club Shabbat
was a big success. The Men’s Club would like to thank all those who
participated and those who attended. Your involvement is appreciated, and
it is a pleasure to celebrate Shabbat together. We would also like to thank
our guest speakers Alan Budman, International President Federation of
Jewish Men's Clubs, Steve Pilchick, Mid Atlantic Regional President of the
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs, and Larry Nathanson, Mid Atlantic
Regional Vice-President of the Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs. We'd also
like to thank Rich and Joyce Brody, and Ina and Arnie Galer, for their help
with setup for the Oneg Shabbat. Next year we may have a Seudah (dinner)
prior to services.

The Men's Club also sponsored the Worldwide Wrap in conjunction with
Federation of Jewish Men's Clubs. Synagogues throughout North America
were all involved in teaching and laying tefillin on the morning of Super
Sunday. All genders were involved. Not only was this an educational
opportunity for both teenage Mensch Academy students and adults but, it
was also a show of solidarity and support for the IDF soldiers. Thank you to
my minyan wrapping helpers and all who attended. We got wonderful

feedback as many enjoyed the opportunity either to learn how and/or why
we put on tefillin.

Another successful Super Bowl Block Pool and fundraiser was held. This year
we upped the stakes but that also allowed us to give $1000 in prize money.
Thank you to all that participated, and | hope you had fun with the crazy
score changes and odd numbers due to the way the game evolved. Maybe
next year we will be betting on Eagles’ numbers. Congratulations to the
following winners:
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Q1 Chiefs0 49’ers0 Belitsky $200
Q2 Chiefs3 49’ers0 Koenigsberg $200
Q3 Chiefs3 49’ers0 Koenigsberg  $200
Final Chiefs5 49ers2 D/R Bernstein $400

Hold the date of June 2, at 5 pm, for our annual Gala. CBENT turns 65 this year. This year’s honoree is our past
president and religious committee chair, Dr. Gary Burnett. Gary has done so much for our synagogue over
many years. We have a special event planned with Lee Alverson’s Tribute to Elton John and Billy Joel “One
Man, One Piano, One Night”. Lee is AWESOME and it will be a ‘don’t miss’ night. We are lucky to book him for
the event. Don’t miss out.....RSVP on Shul cloud EARLY, by Friday May 24. Look for the invites in April.

Along with our Gala comes the annual Ad book. The Ad book is our most important fundraiser for the Men’s
Club. This is a great opportunity to send tributes to Gary, as well as, advertise and promote a business (tax
deduction). Please give generously. Use this hyper link to place an ad https://www.facebook.com/share/
cdRMIJVKEftokhhSF/?mibextid=WC7FNe & https://www.facebook.com/share/UlvapfXKbcJ1aQgh/?
mibextid=WC7FNe.

The Men’s Club meets every
1* Monday night of the month. We
may have a Sunday morning brunch
meeting March 3. Stay tuned to the
Synagogue weekly messages.

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND

IN MEMORY OF SHIRA REITER TRAURIG
Penny & Maury Reiter
IN MEMORY OF DORA SHERIN

Mar C Belitsky Penny & Maury Reiter
President Men’s Club
IN MEMORY OF STEVEN SHERIN
Penny & Maury Reiter
IN MEMORY OF JERRY SHERIN
Penny & Maury Reiter
- IN MEMORY OF TEDDY SHERIN
(Y ® \ 4 , Penny & Maury Reiter
POk \ IN HONOR OF ARNIE & INA GALER’S DEDICATION TO CBENT
Y o Debbie Weiss
L L &N O. \ .. 2 . Inik
» \ o " - Sandy Melnikoff
) \ e . . .
b. Y _» . &~ " : Lois & Stanley Sinowitz
© o. o - 05 " - o. IN MEMORY OF MY GRANDFATHER, ISADORE FOX
s </
’ ® . e L AN Nancy Fox






CBENT GIFT S

OP

OPEN THURSDAYS 10:30 - 2:30

SOME SUNDAYS 10-12:30

OTHER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
CONTACT VIA EMAIL AT GIFTSHOP.CBENT@GMAIL.COM

OR CALL JOYCE AT 610-461-7090
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE
SHOP ONLINE OR VISIT WEITZMAN MUSEUM/MENTION CBENT
(We earn a percentage of your purchase)

Payment can be cash, check, Shulcloud, or Paypal (an extra charge will be added for Paypal), Venmo will be added soon
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Sisterhood

March is filled with excitement at CBENT and Sisterhood is contributing to
the fun. First, on March 2 is the 65th anniversary of CBENT! To add to this,
people having an “event” birthday, anniversary, or being a member for 50
years, will be recognized. Please come to join this happy experience!

Next is Sisterhood Shabbat on March 15. This service will introduce
everyone to the newly formed choir, under the direction of Cantor

Steve. The choir will perform lively renditions of some of our traditional
melodies. We will also have a guest speaker, Martin Abrahamson, LLB,
MBA. Martin was born in Glasgow, Scotland, and made Aliyah in 1968,
spending 6 months in an absorption center in Ashdod learning Hebrew.
Martin lived in Bat Yam and North Tel Aviv and served in the IDF, where he
trained as a medic. He will be informing us about the IDF and the Lone
Soldier Program.

Purim is a holiday of sweetness and joy, a time to send baskets of food
(called Shalach Manot) to one another and to those less fortunate in our
community. Remember to participate in this mitzvah and send in your
request by March 21. Schalach Manot helps you perform the mitzvah of
giving while helping CBENT raise funds.

Yours in Sisterhood,
Marilyn

SISTERHOOD DONATION

IN HONOR OF THE BIRTH OF ELAINE & JOE
ZEITLIN’S GRANDCHILD

Marilyn & Rick Bamash

IN MEMORY OF HELEN WELSCH

Marilyn & Rick Bamash
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Creative Crafters Dates:

The Creative Crafters at

CBENT will meet twice this
month on Thursday, March

14 and 28, from 1 pm - 2:30 pm.

All are welcome to bring your
favorite craft and share your
talents and creativity!

How Does Your Garden Grow by Susan Strieb

After mid March, leftover garden cleanup can be done. It’s too early to plant, but not too
early to plan. You can also enjoy the first taste of Spring by attending the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society’s 2024 Philadelphia Flower Show “United by Flowers” being held from
March 2—10 at the Pennsylvania Convention Center.

Good & Welfare: Good & Welfare:

Mazel Tov! on the birth of Mazel Tov! To Joe and Elaine
Faith & Felix Yelin's niece. Zeitlin on the birth of their
granddaughter, Olivia Joile

on February 16.
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Get to Know CBENT Members and/or Families

We want to thank the Poppel family for being the first to answer a variety of
questions so we can get to know them better. Turn to the next page to learn all
about them.

You are invited to share your thoughts by answering the questions below. Or, you
may add your own questions. Yes, some of the questions are quirky, however,
that’s the fun of this activity!! Share your answers via an email to
Shofar.CBENT@gmail.com so we can feature you and your family..........

1. What’s your favorite Jewish food?

N

Where have you recently vacationed? What was great about it?

Tell us about your favorite Purim memory

W

Tell us about your favorite Passover Seder ritual

If you’ve traveled to Israel, what impressed you the most?

What would you like to visit in Israel if you have the chance to go?
Where else in the world would you like to visit? Why?

What's your least favorite Jewish food? (What’s not to like?)

w 0 N o U

What’s your favorite Hebrew or Yiddish word or phrase?
10. What’s your favorite English word or phrase?
Feel free to suggest other questions....we will evolve the questions over time.

Finally, let us know your name and contact information for any details that need
to be worked out before publication.

It’s your chance for “15 minutes of fame”!!!! More importantly, have fun with
this new feature of CBENT’s Shofar.
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Get to Know.... The Poppel Family

From Media, PA (Marple Township)

How long have you been members of CBENT?
7 1/2 years

When you were little, what did you want to be when you grew up
What does Asher want to be when he grows up?
Adam wanted to be a Broadcaster (and was for a few years),
Asher wants to be a Major League Baseball player

What's your favorite food, Jewish or otherwise?
Karen and Adam’s favorite food is Thai. Asher is pizza.

What's your favorite movie or book?
Adam’s favorite movie is “The Natural”

What’s one thing on your bucket list you hope to accomplish in the
next 3 years?
Taking Asher to Disney World

Do you have a favorite band or musician?
Adam'’s favorite musician is Billy Joel

How would a loved one describe each of you or your family if they
could only use one word?
Caring

Do you have a middle name?
Adam’s middle name is Seth, Helena was Karen’s but it was
changed to her maiden name Riesenburger and Asher’s is Sinai

Where is the coolest place you traveled to?
Karen’s coolest place she visited was Venice and Adam’s is Saint
Martin

Do you have any pets?
No

What hobbies/passions do you have?
Asher loves baseball cards and baseball/basketball, and Adam
loves all Philly sports

What is your best childhood memory?
My family (Adam) took a road trip to Toronto and | rode on a
camel at the Toronto Zoo as a nine year old.
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What is your favorite holiday, Jewish or otherwise?
Thanksgiving and Passover

What is your greatest accomplishment?
Our little boy Asher!

What is one thing that instantly makes you smile or makes your day better?
Seeing family

Do you collect anything?
Adam collects autographs and Asher baseball cards

What's your favorite or most often used Hebrew or Yiddish word or phrase? (and what does it mean?)
Most often used is probably shlep (lug something) or schmutz (dirt). Favorites are balagan (chaos/
fiasco) or broygus (feud)
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Love Thy Neighbor

After the last ‘Shabbat for the Soul’ Service, some members of LTN, their
spouses and kid, loaded up food and coffee leftover from the lunch with
the help of the sweet caterer.

Along with Winter clothing and shoe donations, hand warmers, backpacks
and toiletries, we walked around Philadelphia and distributed food and
items, asking caring questions and giving smiles to folks without shelter,
who were living on the street.

We also provided hummus, pita, veggies, some bagels and coffee to My
Brother's Place, a Bethesda house shelter, and they were very grateful!
Nearby, we noticed a person who seemed unconscious on the sidewalk.
We called to them, honked, tried to talk and ask if they needed assistance,
to no avail.

We drove around the block again, UNWILLING to leave our fellow human
neighbor, who's sex, race, religion, pronoun, medical or mental health
status was unable to be known, and was irrelevant.

*TIKKUN OLAM*

*LOVE THY NEIGHBOR*

*DO UNTO OTHERS*...you get it.

When we couldn't rouse the person, we returned to the shelter and asked
for assistance. Their staff went to the person and helped right away - up
close and personal.

They were able to wake the person and determined their safety and
needs. They thanked us and said they were handling helping our
Philadelphia neighbor, so we could go. Teamwork makes the dream work!

We helped two young men under an overpass, and gave supplies and food
to a couple we see regularly on these trips.

THANKS TO ALL WHO SPONSORED THE LUNCHEON THAT PROVIDED
LEFTOVERS TO FEED THE HUNGRY, AND TO ALL WHO'VE DONATED
OUTERWEAR, WINTER ACCESSORIES AND SHOES.

LTN had a brainstorming meeting recently to discuss finding upcoming
local projects and worthy organizations to help. We'd love to do some
HANDS ON service locally and in nearby towns, so families, B'nai Mitzvah
students, all Mensch Making Academy students and any congregants can
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join us! Days, times and locations will vary so everyone has a chance to do some Mitzvahs in a timeframe
that works for them.

Please contact Shannon by TEXTING, please, at 610-202-8611 if you have any suggestions for volunteering
opportunities that are HANDS ON, not only collections.

If you'd like to get involved and/or join the LTN Group, please contact Neal Stolar or talk with any other
member of the Committee.

If you'd like to get a list or discuss potential Bar/Bat Mitzvah projects for your child, please let us know!
We'd love to help!

Peace and Love,

Neal, Shannon and Eden
Alan and Karen Brown
Ellen Glassman
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Help Parker Thomas Raise Awareness and Collect Supplies For B'Mitzvah Project for Gift Of Life Howie's
House

The Gift of Life Howie's House serves as a 'home away from home' for transplant patients and their families
by providing temporary, affordable lodging and supportive services to those who travel to Philadelphia for
transplant-related care. Seventh grade student Parker Thomas is determined to make others aware of this
important non-profit charitable organization by collecting the items listed below. He and his family will also
be making and serving dinner for patients and their families to enjoy during their stay.

Parker has a donation box in our Sanctuary entry door for items that our congregation will hopefully donate.
If you'd prefer to donate money, please use the QR code to Venmo your donation. Thanks in advance for your
support of our Mensch Making Academy students who are eager to make a difference in the community and
help repair the world, one mitzvah at a time.
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Mensch Making Academy and Mini Mensch Academy News

Education Director Ellen Glassman

Each year, Cantor Steve and Rabbi Jankovitz lead a B’Mitzvah workshop
for the parents of our 5th, 6th and 7th grade students in order to take a
family and communal journey towards this important coming of age life
cycle event. This year, prior to meeting to review CBENTs new B’Mitzvah
manual, parents and students met with me for what our school refers to
as, Textploration - taking Jewish text and exploring, discussing and
debating its meaning and relevance in our lives. Together, we looked at a
passage from Pirkei Avot - a compilation of ethical teachings - and the
writing of Rabbi Yehuda ben Teima who stated:

Five years is the age for the study of Scripture
Ten is the age for the study of Mishnah
Thirteen is the age for observing the mitzvot
Fifteen is the age for the study of Talmud
Eighteen is the age for the wedding canopy
Twenty is the age for pursuit

Thirty is the age for full strength

Forty is the age for understanding

Fifty is the age for giving counsel

Sixty is the age for mature age

Seventy is the age for a gray head

Eighty is the age for superadded strength
Ninety is the age for a bending stature

One hundred, is the age at which one is as if dead, passed away and
ceased from the world.

Recognizing that this was written in the 2nd century, parents and
students noted that these ages and stages serve more as a metaphor
than absolute truth. Conversation sparked curiosity, as parents and
students wondered, “How old is old?” and “How does age define us?” No
student wanted to study Scripture at age 5 and none wanted to get
married at 18. We know that in Judaism, many important biblical
characters did some of their most noteworthy work when they were
older in age. Abraham was 100 when Isaac was born. His wife Sarah was
90 when she gave birth. Moses was 80 when G-d sent him to deliver the
Israelites out of Egypt. Noah was 600 years old when he built the ark. Our
students shared that they don’t want to wait that long to be recognized
for their deeds; parents and grandparents often felt like they’re running
out of time. After inquiry and discussion, we separated students into
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groups, asking them what these ages signified to them. Through the eyes of our 11, 12 and 13 year olds,
(along with a few parents), here’s what our students had to say:

e Five is the age of Kindergarten, starting school and fun learning

e Tenis the age for video games, studying Hebrew prayers, independence, responsibility and reaching
double digits

e Thirteen is the age for getting an IPhone and becoming a B’Mitzvah

e Fifteen is the age for getting ready to drive, being Confirmed, preparing for Quinceanera and being in
high school

e Eighteen is the age for voting, going to college, drinking in the UK, getting a job and being a legal adult

e Twenty is the age for personal freedom, almost drinking, dating and pursuing a career

e Thirty is the age for getting a promotion, marriage, buying a house, having children and being in debt
forever

e Forty is the age for working out, fitness and accepting your ‘oldness’

Fifty is the age for midlife crisis, gray hair, questioning your choices and the decisions you’ve made and

the fact that you’re halfway through your ‘oldness’

Sixty is the age for grandchildren, reflection on your life, health problems and hating the government

Seventy is the age for being old, retirement and having really gray hair

Eighty is the age for assisted living and if you're still alive, spending your money

Ninety is the age for asking “Am | still alive?” and rewriting your will

One Hundred is the age for being six feet under and if you’re not, it’s a miracle

We found it interesting (and at times, humorous!) to look through the lens of our preteens and teens to see
their stages of aging and how they view their elders. | continued the conversation with students after our
program where they were surprised, as they originally thought 40 years old was ‘old’ until they realized that
many of their parents and grandparents were 40 and older and according to them, “....they’re not really that
old!” We talked about assuming responsibility in Judaism as well as in the ‘real world’ and the modern day
rights and privileges that coincide with various milestones. We explored how Judaism values education, acts
of loving kindness, compassion, courage, friendship, honor and respect, hope, hospitality, and more. We
were all in agreement that if we can stay healthy, we’d like to live and continue to learn and help repair our
world, like Moses, until age 120! Everyday, | feel incredibly lucky to teach our students!

Ellen

GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND

IN MEMORY CELIA HIRSH
Andi & Adlai Joseph
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Havdalah with Miss Andi

Mensch Making Academy students hoping and praying
for peace and to bring the hostages home while singing
Hatikvah

Teens cook food for friends
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Thank you, Dr. Marc Belitsky, for bringing the World Wide Tefillin
Wrap to our students!!! We are grateful to members of the Men’s
Club for teaching our teens and Madrichim the history and
tradition of this practice.
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Our Tu Bishvat program focused on the environment and reminding us to
reuse, reduce, and recycle as well as learning 64 types of trees while playing
Tree Bingo, making bird feeders and sampling the seven species and juices of
the seasons! Thank you to all of the parents, faculty, and Madrichim who

helped us bring this holiday to life!
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Miss Andi and Ellen Glassman enjoy singing and reading stories with K’tonton!

Your Chance to Volunteer and Donate To The Purim Carnival
Dear Congregation,

It is almost time for CBENT’s Purim Carnival, a favorite event for families, children and
teens and an important fundraiser for the Mensch Making and Mini Mensch Making
Academies. We need your help to make it another memorable day.

We are looking for volunteers on:
Thursday, 3/7 in the evening to set up
Friday, 3/8 anytime between 10 am—3 pm to set up
Sunday, 3/7 between 10:30—12:30pm to help with the Carnival festivities

Please sign up in the Signup Genius link below or email Anne Thomas
at aesthomas@comcast.net and let her know how you can help.

Purim Carnival Volunteer Sign-up
https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/10C094EA4AB23A4FBC52-48014575-purim#/

We are also looking for financial support to help us purchase prizes and supplies to create
the booths and activities. Select your favorite Purim character from the following pages and
donate, knowing that you'll be making a difference. Thanks!

Invite your friends and neighbors to the carnival! It's open to the community!

Questions? Call, email, or text Ellen.



mailto:aesthomas@comcast.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C094EA4AB23A4FBC52-48014575-purim#/
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Weekly Minyan Times & Captains

Sunday—9:30am Minyan

Monday—7:15am Ben Rose bnesg@aol.com
Tuesday—6:30pm Rabbi Jankovitz rabbi@cbent,org
Wednesday—6:30pm  Cantor Steve cantor@cbent.org
Thursday—7:15am Joe Pless jess222@gmail.com

Friday Evening—7:00pm
Saturday—10:00am

If a minyan is needed for a yahrzeit, please call the office at 610-356-8700
so an email can be sent out to congregants asking for their participation.
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+ Full time Rabbi on staff

+ Weekly Shabbat services

« Weekly Kiddush and
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+ Holiday services and
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+ Author presentations

+ Intergenerational
programs and trips

For more information on our senior living options,

or to join us for our next event, call 610-355-1308
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DONATIONS TO DESIGNATED, NON-DESIGNATED & RABBI’S FUND

Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission statement for each of these
funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or more of these funds. In addition, donations can
be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND

The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special education needs for the
children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious School tuition for families in need.

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.
THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND

To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutoring, textbooks, trips and
items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated jointly with the Shames family, the Rabbi,
Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND

The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or whatever capacity the
Board and Founder/s may determine.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the CBENT adult community
18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for programming. In lieu of an Adult Education Committee,
Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input on adult educational programming.

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND

A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action Fund will in the best
tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecurity, increase self-sufficiency, provide acts of
loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality of life for those in need.

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND
The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of CBENT children.
ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND

The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot. Funds may be used
to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.

MORRIS ESTHER BERNETT BOOK FUND

Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim. Once sufficient quantities of the book have been purchased, the Fund can be
used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed and as determined by the Rabbi and/or Religious
Committee.

CBENT Friends Designated Fund

The CBENT Friends Designated Fund is established in order to provide funds for social events for the adult membership and
prospective new members of CBENT congregation.

New Designated Fund of Torah Restoration

The fund will be made available for all and any repairs necessary to make a torah kosher and useable. This includes all fees and
materials that a scribe needs to repair torah(s). The religious committee shall approve the spending of funds.



Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the name of Funds that do

not meet the requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list below of “Undesignated Funds”.

UNDESIGNATED FUNDS

Davidow Fund
Hulnick Fund
K'Tonton Fund
Library Fund

Orloff Fund

J.Jay Wolf Fund
Landscaping Fund
Judy Linder Fund
Dori Riesenfeld Fund
David Schwartz Fund
Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund

Cantorial Fund

Contact the Synagogue office for
details and to make a donation.....

610-356-8700

CHAI WALL

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
Wedding Anniversary, significant
Birthday or Wedding by
purchasing a Chai Wall Plaque.
Your Simcha will always be re-
membered in our Synagogue!
Cost is only $175.00

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION
DEDICATION AMOUNT

Eternal Light S 36,000*

School Entrance $ 10,000

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) S 2,500
Sound System $ 5,000

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000

Kipah Holders (2) S 2,500

Founder $ 1,500 -S 1,999

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000
Sanctuary Seats S 500

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499

*Some members already gave $5,000

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a
Memorial Plaque. Plaques are placed in the
Hall of Remembrance and provide a lasting
memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is
brought to the sanctuary entrance and
mounted on the yahrzeit memorial wall
located outside the Minyan chapel entrance.
Cost is $350.00



Mission: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid is
dedicated to fostering a welcoming, vibrant, pro-
gressive, and inclusive Jewish community blend-
ing the traditions of the Conservative movement
with Reconstructionist teachings. We enjoy Jew-
ish spiritual, cultural and social activities, and
encourage social action and lifelong Jewish
learning.

Vision: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid as-
pires to be the heart of our Jewish community,
supporting the religious, social, and emotional
needs of our diverse population, with an open
invitation to explore and celebrate Judaism.

Values: Congregation Beth El — Ner Tamid cen-
ters itself around these five sets of core princi-
ples:

- Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a
warm and caring family environment where Jews
of all ages, backgrounds, races, abilities, gender
identities, sexual orientations, and their loved
ones feel welcome and respected

- Religious Connection & Spirituality: We cre-
ate opportunities for people to form meaningful
connections with each other and to bring spiritu-
ality into their lives

- Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encour-
age people of all generations to explore Jewish
identity, heritage, and community and to cele-
brate Judaism through a variety of religious, edu-
cational, and social activities

- Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals
and practices of Judaism while adapting to cur-
rent times, appreciating the values of both tradi-
tion and modernity

- Social Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholehearted-
ly support the needs of our wider community in
collaboration with other religious and secular in-
stitutions.

Congregation
Beth EI-Ner Tamid
715 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Broomall, PA 19008
Permit # 35

CBENT LEADERSHIP
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
CALL THE OFFICE
610-356-8700

Janine Jankovitz — Rabbi
Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus
Steven Friedrich — Cantor
Ellen Glassman —Education Director
Larry Gorson-Marrow — Executive Director

Margie Berger and Richard Brody—Co-Presidents



