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Bar Mitzvah of Elliot Homel

Elliot is a 7th-grader at Paxon Hollow Middle School
and turned 13 in January. He is a very well-rounded
kid, excelling in both the classroom and on the sports
field. Elliot is currently challenging himself at school
with a full schedule of advanced courses, while also
quarterbacking his flag football team to victory in both
fall and spring leagues. And, of course, all while
studying for and preparing for his upcoming Bar
Mitzvah on April 9. Elliot is blessed to have many good
friends and enjoys spending his free time with them,
either in person, or virtually playing video games with
them online. Elliot enjoys learning new things and is
always curious about the world around him.
Elliot's mitzvah project was focused on helping a local
organization, Kids Against Hunger Philadelphia, in
their mission to feed local families in need, and to stock
local pantries with nutritious meals. Besides
volunteering about 16 hours of his time, he also
helped to raise almost $1,700 through a successful and
fun bowling fundraiser. Fun fact - Elliot started out at
CBENT at only four months of age in the
K'tonton program, continued his Jewish education at
Or Tamid, and is now becoming a Bar Mitzvah in the
same building. He is thankful for the support of CBENT
leadership, staff, and congregants who have helped
him reach this milestone!

The rituals of matzah remind us to be
sensitive to the plight of the
hungry, and to work on all the days from
this Passover to the next to make sure
that all who are hungry have enough to
sustain themselves.
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Rabbi Jankovitz
Rethinking, Redesigning, Reconnecting

This spring I joined a special clergy cohort called Rabbinic (re)Design Lab. The
Rabbinic (re)Design Lab’s mission is to be a springboard for clergy-led community
change, focusing on innovation and new approaches to abiding rabbinic chal-

lenges. We began by taking stock of our “new normal,” asking questions such as,
“What is the current reality for Jewish communal life two years into this pandemic?” We spent time reflecting
on what we have already tried as leaders and what we needed as clergy to develop a vision for our congregation’s future.
One part of developing this vision was by having one-on-one conversations with people, including
congregants, potential congregants, and others who were loosely connected to our community. We asked
questions like, “What do you need? What ways do you want to be engaged? What keeps you interested in
congregational life? What is a huge turn off?”
With all of this data we were challenged to imagine how we would move forward as leaders in our
community. Here were some of the surprising findings:

Not everyone is ready for physical connection again
Some people were practically clawing at the synagogue door wanting to come back together in person again. Others were not. The latter group was larger than I expected. Some of the reasons were:
unvaccinated children and immunocompromised loved ones, a discomfort and unease with being
around others after two years of isolation, general distrust of how long we will be able to safely be

back in person (when will the next spike be?), and that for many, virtual connections (such as Shabbat
services and Torah study/classes/adult programs) were positive experiences and easier to manage with
their busy work and family lives.

But people are ready to move forward
Many felt that they had spent a great deal of energy grieving the past two years and dealing with challenges from the pandemic. Many were eager to move ahead, thanks to the vaccine, even if the future is
uncertain.
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Engagement for the next generation is going to look different
As a congregational rabbi, there is no doubt in my mind that synagogues are the heart and souls of
the Jewish community. Synagogues are vital for the Jewish present and for the Jewish future. But having the current declining trends of synagogue membership and involvement, the question we need to
ask now is how do congregations fit into the already overscheduled, busy lives of the Millennial and
Gen Z generations? We cannot sit still and lament the bygone days of the synagogue as the center of
Jewish life. Today families share their time, attention, and money with hundreds of other groups,
clubs, hobbies, obligations, and distractions. How do we fit in? What does the future look like for synagogues? For CBENT?

As Jews with an invested interest in our community, these are the questions we need to be asking. We
need to remember that while the programs we do year after year are an important part of CBENT’s legacy, we
also need to be open to the direction the future is taking congregational life. We need to keep asking, what
does engagement look like after two years of hybrid programming? What qualifies as a successful turnout?
Who isn’t here? Who isn’t joining our programs? What do they want instead? Is it something we are willing to

offer?
There are no easy answers. All congregations, the large ones and small ones, urban, suburban, and
rural, all are facing the same challenges and opportunities within the Jewish world. No one is immune to it.
May we stay open minded so that we will continue to grow and mold our congregation to what the Jewish
people need in the present and the near future.

Zay Gezunt, Be Well,
Rabbi Jankovitz

Donations
BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND

ADULT EDUCATION FUND

CANTOR’S FUND

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO ELAINE BRENNER

IN MEMORY OF CANTOR ARON WOLF

Debbie Weiss

Ed & Penny Meyers

IN MEMORY OF BERNARD BRENNER

SPEEDY RECOVERY TO MARCIA BELMAN

The Brenner Family

Debbie Weiss

IN MEMORY OF YETTA ABRAHAMS

Dorothy Brooks

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

IN MEMORY OF MARTIN BROOKS

IN MEMORY OF STANLEY KUNTZ

Dorothy Brooks

Ina & Arnie Galer
IN HONOR OF THE RABBI & CANTOR

Steven & Frances Lesser
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Cantor’s Notes
We Are Witnesses of History Repeating
As Passover approaches this month, it is worth noting that the current events in Ukraine seem
to follow a pattern similar to the situation our ancestors experienced before the Exodus from Egypt. The
Israelites lived in their own territory of Goshen within the mighty Egyptian Empire. Today’s events are so
similar that it is possible to rewrite the opening chapter of the Book of Exodus to reflect this contemporary
reality.

From the Book of Exodus

From Current Events: The Ukrainian Exodus

And there arose up a new king over Egypt, who knew not Joseph.
And he said to his people, Behold, the people of the children of Israel
are more and mightier than we; Come on, let us deal wisely with
them; lest they multiply, and it may come to pass, that, when there
would be any war, they should join our enemies, and fight against
us; and so get them out of the land.

And there arose up a new ruler over Russia who had visions of
renewed empire. And he said to his people, behold, the people of
Ukraine grow mighty; come on, let us deal wisely with them, lest they
multiply, and it may come to pass, that if there would be any war , they
would join NATO and fight against us. See how they plan genocide
against Russian speaking peoples in their midst.

Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict them with their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and
Raamses. But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied
and grew. And they were mortified because of the people of Israel.

Therefore they did plan to control the people of Ukraine. They afflicted
them first by annexing Crimea. But despite afflicting them, the
Ukrainians prospered and grew. The Russian leader was mortified
because of the Ukrainians.

So the Egyptians made the people of Israel serve with rigor; And
they made their lives bitter with hard slavery, in mortar, and in brick,
and in all kinds of service in the field; all their service, which they
made them serve, was with rigor.

So he continued the stream of misinformation in an attempt to
convince the rest of the world that the people of Ukraine were
dangerous and must be exterminated. And with whatever lies they told
about the Ukrainians, the Russian leader planned to do to Ukraine in
retaliation for fictional crimes.

And the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, ... And he said,
When you do the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women, and
see them upon the stools; if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is
a daughter, then she shall live.
But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king of Egypt
commanded them, but saved the male children alive. And the king of
Egypt called for the midwives, and said to them, Why have you done
this thing, and have saved the male children alive? And the midwives
said to Pharaoh, Because the Hebrew women are not as the
Egyptian women; for they are lively, and deliver before the midwives
come to them.
Therefore God dealt well with the midwives; and the people
multiplied, and became very mighty. And God delivered them from
Pharaoh king of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.

And the Russian leader attacked Ukraine with the full might of his
armed forces. He killed their children with bombs and mortars, tanks
and missiles. And in all kinds of destruction to homes and fields,
whoever they could not kill by might they would kill by starvation. And
the ruler of Russia spread more lies to his own people. They are Nazis,
he said. They are evil. Let us exterminate them while they are weak.
But some of the Russian journalists knew the truth and did not do as
the ruler of Russia had commanded them. Despite great danger to
themselves, attempted to spread that truth to the Russian people about
their leader’s lies.
Therefore, the peoples of the world joined together in solidarity and
support of the Ukrainian people. They provided them with arms with
which to defend themselves from the modern Pharaoh. The world took
them in, handed them food to eat and a place to live. They took care of
the Ukrainian women and children, their elderly and infirm, while the
Ukrainian men remained to fight off the chariots of the Russian invader.

As I write this, the Russian war of extermination against the people of Ukraine continues. Ukrainian’s refugees have created a modern Exodus,
as over 10 million of its people flee the only home they’ve ever known. I wonder if, in their haste to escape Russian slavery, they stopped to
make some matzah—lekhem oni—bread of affliction. It wouldn’t surprise me if they did, or made some similar food in great haste to keep their
children from starving. Their matzos could be an additional item to add to this repetition of history.
I wish you all a sweet and kosher Passover. Let us pray at our seders that Ukrainians and all peoples who struggle with Pharaohs may soon
experience those freedoms that we cherish here in America. And let us all remember that just as the Ukrainians continue to struggle for their
freedom, that we must always be on guard against other would-be Pharaohs who would take those freedoms from us.
Chag Pesach Sameach,

Cantor Steve
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Selling Your Chometz? Do It Through CBENT!

needs of our congregation and our community. You can
do this by sending your name along with a small donation to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund and please
mark it for Passover.

Matzah is the unleavened bread made from any of five species of grain. It is customary, however, to make
the matzah from wheat flour only. It is essential that the wheat flour be given no chance to leaven. Hence,
the grain used for matzah must be kept fresh and dry.

To satisfy these requirements, we search our homes for leaven (referred to as Bedikat
It is customary to make contributions prior to Pesach to assist those in need.
but

Our home is now rendered Kosher for Pesach as we are no longer in possession of any chametz.

we
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Co-President: Gary Bernett
Back to the Future!
Where do I start? We are back! Mask optional. In person. Services and activities.
It’s Spring! Pesach is around the corner. And yes, Bid and Buy is back in person! It
is hard to believe but it has been 2 years since COVID changed our lives forever.
And one thing about time is that you don’t get it back. As Bonnie likes to say “this is
not a dress rehearsal!” But CBENT, its members, its clergy, its officers and staff, have been actively working
both behind and in front of the scenery.
I choose this occasion to speak directly to my fellow congregants in describing some of the challenges and
opportunities that we as a congregation face going forward.
While our membership has not declined acutely, the number of new members does not make up for our loss
in membership. What are the factors that contribute to this?
Well, it is always easy to say that the demographics of our location is not consistent with a growing, or for that
matter, stable, Jewish population. Unlike an Orthodox congregation, our appeal is not to walkers. In this day,
and given our appearance as a Conservative/Reconstructionist synagogue, that should not be a roadblock.
People drive to synagogue, whether for services or other activities.
Is our physical plant, the aesthetics of our building, unattractive? We have gone to lengths to keep the building and grounds in good repair, added significant security features, and made for a comfortable space.
Our Clergy? We are blessed with an articulate, engaged, young Rabbi who is looking to help grow our synagogue in terms of outreach, innovative services, Shabbat for the Soul, educational programs that appeal to
different groups, and involvement in the life of the Shul. Our Hazzan brings years of traditional experience to
the pulpit, Ruach Hadash, while at the same time offering entertaining approaches to Torah and Haftorah
readings, and history laden educational discussions.
While K’tonTon has suffered the same fate as many pre-schools, lack of staff has impacted on their ability to
keep classes open. Under the new leadership at FELS, they have been actively working with us, as partners,
and I believe are making great strides in getting back on their feet.
The Or Tamid Religious School, our joint venture with Congregation Or Shalom, is fortunate to have skilled
and experienced teachers. The last 2 years has been limited by COVID to a lot of online teaching and a significant decline in the number of experiential events that we have had in the past. Under Cantor Larisa we have
brought in new programming—Better Together, Moving Traditions—that have filled in some, but not all, of
those gaps. But here too we are back, with an in person Purim Spiel and party, Class Shabbat observance and
in person classes. Historically, the religious school attracts new members, but that has not been the case for
the last few years. Going forward it is time to look at our curriculum and our relationship with Or Shalom.
As I begin to wind down my tenure as one of your co-presidents, these issues and others continue to keep me
awake at night. We have had over the last several months a Strategic Task Force, under the gavel of Matt Rosin, that has spent many hours meeting and considering these issues and others. At the time of this writing
they are formulating a proposal to present to the Board of Directors, that should positively impact on the fu-

Page 9

ture of our Shul. I would like to take the opportunity to thank Matt and his committee for the time and energy
they put into this most important task. But I would also like to thank all of the committee members and volunteers who have put in their time and energy to bring life to our Shul.
Collectively we all have a lot to do and many capable people who can contribute to the effort. There is opportunity out there and we must grab it!
From me and my Family to you and yours!
Zissen Pesach! Chag Samaech!

Karpas – Usually a green such as
parsley, symbolizing spring and
rebirth. Dip it in salt water.

Gary Bernett

Donations
BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND

GENERAL FUND

IN MEMORY OF SHIRA REITER TRAURIG

IN HONOR OF MARILYN BAMASH’S BIRTHDAY

Maury & Penny Reiter

Lynell, Eric, Sam, & Ross Engelmyer

IN MEMORY OF RITA SHERIN

IN MEMORY OF STANLEY KUNTZ

Maury & Penny Reiter
IN MEMORY OF REUBEN REITER

Paul & Judith Kantrowitz
Marilyn & Rick Bamash

Maury & Penny Reiter

IN MEMORY OF LILLIAN ISAACSON

Marilyn & Rick Bamash

BERNETT BOOK FUND

IN MEMORY OF HELEN WALSH

IN MEMORY OF JOAN GAGNON

IN MEMORY OF MITCHELL GREENBAUM

Ina & Arnie Galer

Marilyn & Rick Bamash
Marc & Janet Belitsky
IN HONOR OF MARY GREENBAUM

DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND

Marc & Janet Belitsky

IN MEMORY OF JACOB ABRAMS

Paul & Marcy Abrams

DAVIDOW FUND

DORI RIESENFELD FUND

IN MEMORY OF MARVIN DAVIDOW

IN MEMORY OF LENNY KLINGHOFFER

IN MEMORY OF ROSLYN DICRISTO

Steve & Lori Dabrow

Andrea & Vance DiCristo

ORLOFF FUND
IN MEMORY OF SYLVIA HALPERN

Jeffrey Orloff & Beth Love
IN MEMORY OF FRANCES, ISAAC & HYMAN ORLOFF

Jeffrey Orloff & Beth Love

Andrea & Vance DiCristo

11

10

Marc Jaffe
Penny Reiter
Sarah Wolf
26
Ina Galer
Nancy Rosin
David Schreiber
Dr. William Wegener

25

Maury Reiter
David Strayer

Jason Bernett
Michelle Fuiman

24

19

17

18

Ilene Chester
Neil Stolar

12

5

Tue

Susan Twersky

Gigi & Larry GorsonMarrow

Jeffrey Poot

4

Mon

Lisa Krautheim

Sally & Marvin
Melnikoff

3

13Sun

Bonnie Bernett
David Schultz

27

Estelle Erlick
Anne Thomas

20

13

Laura Schreiber

6

Wed

Joyce Brody
George Saxe
Elaine Zeitlin

Joan & Benjamin Rose

28

21

Bruce Thomas

14

Karen Brown
Rick Hamler
Ruth Pulwer
Robert Samberg

7
Rebecca Salus &
Kristofer Hodge

Thu

Fri

29

Joshua Bernett
Debbi Goldberg

22

Henri Levit

Anne & Bruce Thomas

15

8

1

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

April 2022

David Kaplan

30

Marlene Ozer

23

16

Michael Berkowitz

9

2

Sat

25

7:15am-Morning
Minyan

Minyan 9:00 am
9:00am-Religious
School
9:00am--Morning
Study group to Minyan
follow
9:45amAdult Educatiom
Religious School—
With
Cantor Steve
CBent
12:00pm-Moving
9:00 am
Traditions

7:00pm-Finance
Committee Meeting

2424

No Religious School

Office
MinyanClosed

Study group toService
follow
9:00am-Passover

7:15am-Morning

President’s Day

18
18 Passover (Day 3)

1717
Passover (Day 2)
NoMinyan
Religious
School
9:00
am

7:00pm-Sisterhood
Board Meeting

7:15am– Morning
Minyan

11

10

10Minyan 9:00 am Cantors
9:00am-Religious
School
9:00am-Morning
Minyan
Adult Educ. Following
11:00am-Ready, Set
Religious School—
11-12pm- Rel. Sch
Passover Model Seder
1:30pm- Active Shooter
Training

4

4
7:15am-Morning
Minyan
7:30pm-Men’s Club
Mtg
7:30pm- Membership
Mtg

3

Mon

Mon

3 Minyab 9:00 am
9:00am-Religious School
9:00am- Morning Minyan
No Religious
School
–Moving
12:00pm
Traditions

Sun

Sun

6:30pm-Evening
Minyan
7:30pm-Board Meeting

26

6:30pm-Evening
Minyan

19 Passover (Day 4 )

6:30 pm-Evening
Minyan
7:30pm-Executive
Committee Mtg

Meeting— 7:30 pm

Board
of Directors
12

12

discussion-D. Horn
Temple Sholom
In Broomall

4:00pm-Religious
School
6:30pm-Yom HaShoah
Service
7:30pm- Book
Discussion MAUS

27

Minyan
7:00pm-Love Thy
Neighbor Committee
Mtg

No Religious
School
Religious
School—
6:30pm-Evening
Cbent

20
20 Passover (Day 5)

School
6:30pm-Evening
Minyan
7:30pm-Task Force
Committee Mtg

Religious
School—
13
CBent
4:00 pm
4:00pm-Religious

13

School
6:30pm-Evening
Minyan

6

Wed

Wed

6
Religious
School—
6:30pm-Evening Minyan CBent 4:00 pm
4:00pmReligious
ORT
Meeting
7:30pm –Book

5
Sisterhood
Board

5

Tue

Tue

7:15am-Morning
Minyan
1:00pm-Knitting
7:00pm- Trustees Mtg.

28 Yom Ha Shoah

7:15pm-Morning
Minyan

21
21 Passover (Day6)

7:15am-Morning
Minyan

DAY

HAPPY
VALENTINE”s
14 Search
for Chametz

14

7:00pm-Religious
Committee Mtg

7
7:15am-Morning
Minyan
1:00pm-Knitting

7

Thu

Thu

April 2022 EVENTS

Inclusion Service—

23

10:00am-Shabbat Service

6:15 pm

16
vice
Passover
(Day1)

16

7:00 pm

10:00am-Bar Mitzvah of
Elliot Homel

9Winter
Shabbat
HaGadol
Fundraiser—

30
10:00am-Shabbat Services
7:00pm-Kabbalat Shabbat 11:00am-Junior CongregationMorah Amy Blum
Service Ruach Hadash
-Gan-Bet Class Service
29

9:00am Passover Service 10:00am-Shabbat Service/
Yizkor
(Online)
Tott Shabbat— 10:30
am
7:00pm- Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

22 Passover (Day 7 )

7:15am Service for First
Born

Friday
Evening
15 Passover
Eve Service

15

7:00pm- Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

8

9

10:00am Shabbat Hachodesh

7:00pm- Kabbalat
Shabbat Service

8

22ROSH CHODESH

Sat

Sat

11

Fri

Fri
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Education Director: Cantor Larisa Averbakh
The past month was a time of a great emotional turmoil for me.
With horror and heartbreak, like everyone else in our community, I
am sure, I have been watching updates on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. But for me it was not reporting from far off lands, but places painfully familiar and close to my heart.
Even though I am from St. Petersburg, Russia, my happiest childhood memories are tied to Ukraine, where I spent all summers in
loving care of my bobe and zeyde; first in a little shtetl not far from
Vinnitsa, later in Odessa. My mother of blessed memory was from Ukraine, as is my husband,
Dmitry, whose ancestors have lived in Odessa since 1825. Luckily, we don’t have any family members left in Ukraine anymore, but we have graves, dear to our hearts, of our grandparents, great
grandparents, and family members, several of them victims of pogroms and the Holocaust.
I am proud and grateful that CBENT, Or Shalom, and Or Tamid Religious School have participated
in donating funds and supplies to the suffering people of Ukraine!
But while the events in the outside world made me sad and worried, the happenings at our Or
Tamid family filled my heart with joy and made me kvell! During the past month Kitah Vav-Zayin
participated in the Shabbat Morning Service at CBENT with their Morah, Amy Blum, leading the
congregation in many t’filot and sharing their reflections on the meaning of prayer.
My soul was filled with warmth seeing how keenly involved our students were in the zoom conversation with the 93 year old Holocaust survivor, David Tuck, organized by the Holocaust Awareness
Museum and Education Center and Morah, Amy Blum.
If I was asked to name one absolutely perfect day at Or Tamid this school year, I would, without
hesitation, name our Purim celebration! It felt so great to party in person again, and to blow dust
off some of the dozens of carnival games that have been waiting in the shed for two years! Many
thanks to Lauren Homel, Ray Krautheim, Ben and Maddie Shender for pulling it together!
With the efforts and input of so many volunteers, staff, madrichim, and students, everything went
smoothly and everyone had fun! It was wonderful to see entire families, or several family members, working side by side preparing and running the party! Annie and Lilah Weiss were busy
blowing and decorating the balloons. Michelle, Rich, Jake, Naomi, and Ilana Fuiman, Mark Henninger, Lisa, Jacob and Izzy Krautheim, Marcie and Rachel Levin, Adam and Karen Poppel, Neal
Stolar, Rebecca Levin and Ellie Reiner, all joined forces to prepare and run games and prizes!
The Board of Trustees provided tasty refreshments, served with a smile by Audrey and Arthur
Pollin, Alan Cohen and Nancy Bradburd. Amy Blake and Ellen Glassman prepared the dough for
hamentashen and, joined by Spencer Rosin, made sure all students could bake some with the fillings of their choice. Saundra Boyd and Larry Gorson-Marrow made sure all technical equipment
worked and there would be no glitches both during the show or during the games.
Arnie Galer took many beautiful pictures at the event that I am sure you will enjoy!
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If I forgot to thank anyone involved, please forgive me, it was not intentional!
I am especially grateful to dedicated students ages five to fifteen who rehearsed hard and entertained everyone with the Beauty and the Beast Purim Schpiel I wrote for the occasion.
No playwright could’ve dreamed of a better cast! There were no minor roles, each of them had an
important task to perform and they did shine! Courtney Dolson as Queen Vashti, Eric Dolson as
Mordechai, Arianna Emanuel-Lohr as Esther, Shayna Henninger as Zeresh, Haman’s wife, Helena
Law and Annette Morrow as narrators and servants, Liam Shender as King Achashverosh, Ethan
Spector as wicked Haman, Eden Stolar as narrator and guard, helped by Asher, Benji, and Maria as
citizens of Shushan, all did a terrific job! If you missed the show, you can request a recording. If
you were there, I hope the pictures from that day will bring back wonderful memories and put a
smile on your face!

Donations
DICK PACKEL FUND

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND

IN MEMORY OF CANTOR ARON WOLF

IN HONOR OF ELLEN GLASSMAN READING TORAH

Sandy & Marvin Melnikoff
Natalie Packel

Ed & Penny Meyers
IN MEMORY OF STANLEY KUNTZ

Laura & David Schreiber
IN MEMORY OF MICHAEL BERMAN

GORSON-MARROW MUSIC FUND
IN MEMORY OF MARCIA & LOUIS SIEGEL

Shannon Mahler, Neal & Eden Stolar

Ed & Penny Meyers
IN MEMORY OF ALBERT WEISFIELD

Phyllis Weisfield
BIG THANK YOU TO ALL PURIM HELPERS-TRUSTEE MEMBERS,
CBENT OFFICE STAFF, AMY, ELLEN, & OR TAMID PARENTS

Larisa Averbakh
Vegetarians will use a
broiled beet in place of the
roasted shank bone which
rabbis of the talmud allow.

IN MEMORY OF SARAH RIFE

Brenner Family

Sephardic charoset recipes often include figs,
dates, raisins and bananas as well.
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Kitah Vav-Zayin (grades 6 and 7) with their Morah, Amy Blum, participated in
the Shabbat morning service. In addition to leading some t'filot, students
shared their thoughts and feelings about prayer.
Lila Kaplan
1. What prayer means to me?
Prayers are a blessing or hope to God.

2. My personal prayer to myself.
I hope I will have a good life where I’ll be connected
to God.

Ali Henninger
1. What does Prayer mean to me?

Prayer means connecting with God on a
higher level. It means getting your thoughts
to God and it's almost like a little check in with
God. God can see what you want and need,
and you are given a chance to connect with
him. It is like a private conversation with God.

3. My prayer to the world.
I hope the world will overcome COVID.

2. My personal Prayer for me:

Elliot Homel

3. My personal Prayer for the world:

1. What does prayer mean to me?
Prayer means to me that you are metaphorically speaking to God, asking for things, and learning
about things.

Dear God, I hope that you can help my family by continuing to protect us from COVID.
Dear God, I hope that you can protect the
world from gun violence and help with
world peace.

Max Copelovitch

2. My personal prayer to God.
The Shema because it tells us that there is only one
God and that Israel is independent.

1. What does prayer mean to me?
It is the act of trying to ask God for luck, fortune, forgiveness, thanks, or guidance.

3. My prayer for the world.
The prayer of peace because nobody wants another
war to break out.

2. What is my personal prayer for me?
A personal prayer for myself would be for
me to do better in school.

Ethan Spector

3. What is my prayer for the world?
A prayer for the world would be asking God
to help the people who are disabled.

1. What does prayer mean to me?
To me it means, connecting with God.
2. My personal prayer for God
Dear God, thank you for creating the universe and
allowing us to take place in the journey of life.
3. My personal prayer for the world
Dear World, just do good and you can appreciate
many things.

Eric Dolson
1. What does prayer mean to me?
Ask God for something.
2. What is my personal prayer for me?
That I have happiness in life.

3. What is my prayer for the world?
That there is no more violence.

Lord & Ladies Poot arrived
in a carriage

Hamentashen with Spencer Rosin, Ellen
Glassman, Morah Miriam and Terri

Cast of the Beauty and the Beast Purim Spiel

Working is fun: Rebecca Levin, Ellie Reiner,
Gigi Gorson-Marrow, Mariah Dabney

More Prizes!!!
More Purim Gambling

Hamentashen were baked with love by K'tonton's kids and Rabbi Jankovitz, Amy
Blake and Ellen Glassman. M & M's, sprinkles and chocolate chips were their favorite
fillings! (the cherries felt neglected!) Storytime and Purim songs followed!
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Passover Word Search
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Plagues

Afikomen

Seder

Parsley

Haggadah

Family

Lice

Salt

Passover

Wine

Frogs

Matza

Red Sea

Shankbone

The first Pesach was observed while
our ancestors were still slaves. It
was enacted on the night of the
tenth plague, when the first born of
the Egyptians were killed. The focus
of that first Pesach was the
doorway, the boundary that
separated protection inside from the
destroying force ravaging Egypt.

The Haggadah teaches that
tyranny and oppression can rise up
in every age; They were not unique
to Pharaoh.

Ashkenazic have the tradition of
dipping greens in salt water.
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Sisterhood: Marilyn Bamash
Welcome Spring!! Sisterhood sincerely thanks all who participated in our Scha-

lach Manot fund raiser for Purim. Jennifer Shrager, Penny Meyers, Nancy Rosin
and Jane Schultz worked tirelessly to make our Purim treats fun for all. Many sisterhood members came out to help with the packaging. Your generous donations brought joy to all who received them, as well as, raised much needed funds
for CBENT.

We are working during the month of April to prepare for the many exciting
events that are taking place during the month of May. Have a Sweet and Happy
Passover!
May 6, is our IN-PERSON Sisterhood Shabbat. All women and their children are welcome to join our interactive service. Please email me at marilynpres@YAHOO.com (changed from google.com) if you would like a
part in either Hebrew or English. As our tradition, there will be a special Oneg Shabbat and an exciting surprise for all who attend. Kindly RSVP— DEADLINE: April 25 to help us prepare our service and Oneg.
The CBENT Knitting group is once again supporting the women of The Domestic Abuse Project in Delaware
County. Thanks to Beth Burak for connecting with DAP to find out their current needs. We will be providing
them with a Pizza Party for Mother’s Day. If you would like to help contribute, please send your donations to
CBENT Sisterhood.
And Now the BIG NEWS!! Bid ’n ‘ Buy is BACK IN PERSON! There are three, YES, 3 options to choose! Please
see the flyer for the full explanation. Most important - due to Covid restrictions, we are limiting in person attendance to half our normal amount - only 150 people. Please respond ASAP to insure your in-person reservations!!
Yours in Sisterhood,
Marilyn

Donations

Good and Welfare News

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND

A speedy recovery/feel better soon to:

IN HONOR OF MARCIA & LOUIS SIEGEL

Larry Gorson—Marrow

Shannon Mahler, Neal & Eden Stolar

Mark Bernstein

IN MEMORY OF STUART HIRSH

Andi & Adlai Joseph
IN HONOR OF YOUR DAUGHTER’S WEDDING

Rich & Diane Schwartz
IN HONOR OF A SPEEDY RECOVERY FOR MARILYN BAMASH

Andi & Adlai Joseph
IN MEMORY OF BERNARD SANDLER

Ellen & Arnie Glassman

Saundra Boyd

Condolences:
From the CBENT family to Leona Sandler
and family on the passing of her husband,
Bernard Sandler
Do you have news to share? We would
love to know. Please send all items to
Shofar.CBENT@gmail.com.
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“Kosher Kitchen”

Recipe provided by Margie Berger

Passover Fruit Compote
INGREDIENTS:

Some families dip their greens in vinegar
rather than salt water – a Sephardic tradition.

12 Macaroons—Crumbled
4 cups drained canned fruit—peaches, pears, apricots

½ cup toasted slivered almonds
¼ cup dark brown sugar
Directions:

½ cup Sherry—Harvey’s Bristol Cream preferred

Butter a 2 ½ quart casserole dish.
Cover the bottom with 1/3 of the crumbled macaroons.
Then alternate with 1/3 fruit and repeat.
Afikoman refers to the matza eaten in
lieu of the bite of Pesach lamb which
used to conclude the meal in temple
times.

Finish with macaroons as the topping.
Sprinkle top with almonds, brown sugar and sherry.
Bake in oven at 350 for 30 minutes.

Add melted butter on the top before serving.
Serve hot! Serves 8

How Does Your Garden Grow?

with Susan Strieb

Pansies can be planted now. Some
perennials should be available at
the garden centers. All dead plant
material that's left in the flower
beds should be removed.

Knitting
Our next in person knitting
session will be April 28 at 1 PM.

We are looking for those of you that enjoy
gardening to join us for planting the flower
beds and to help with weeding through
the Spring and Summer seasons. Contact
Susan or Joyce Brody, if you are interested.
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Men’s Club: Dr. Marc Belitsky
On Sunday, June 12, at Noon, Congregation Beth El-Ner Tamid will be finally having
our annual closing affair. This year our affair will be a brunch. We will be honoring our
past congregation President and Treasurer, David Wolfe. David has patiently waited for
this honoring after we originally announced in January 2020 that he would be our honoree. With Covid reducing its annoying interference in our congregational lives, we can
once again begin to return and celebrate together. That is why we have hired a local
comedian and headliner, Glenn Freezeman, to bring us a belly full of laughs. If Rodney
Dangerfield and Al Bundy had a love child, it would be Glenn. Please share your family
with the Wolfes and let us celebrate as a congregational community once again.
Please join us in honoring David at our closing affair on Sunday, June 12, at Noon at Beth El-Ner Tamid and enjoy a wonderful afternoon of food and fun. The covert is $36.00 per person. Please call the synagogue for reservations (610-356-8700).
This event is also an essential fundraiser which is extremely important in the wake of Covid. Therefore, we will
also be preparing a tribute book for David. Please consider placing a professional advertisement or personalized
message in our Tribute Book for David. Ads are available as follows:
Full page
$200
Quarter page $ 75

Half page
Eighth page

$125
$ 50

Please complete the form mailed to you and return it with your check and camera-ready art copy. All ads must
be received by May 1st. Electronic copy can be emailed to Richard.P.Gordon@dupont.com. If you prefer to
send via mail, please send to Congregation Beth-El Ner Tamid, 715 Paxon Hollow Road, Broomall, PA 19008. If
you have any questions, please feel free to call Rich Gordon at 610-742-7464.
I hope you will be able to join us for this special event. Thank you in advance for your support.
I am also happy to report that CBENT has joined the Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs Mid Atlantic Regional.
We will be more connected to our local and national brothers. Continue to watch for more information as the
year progresses.

Marc Belitsky

Some families recount ecological plagues:
From Water – Blood and Frogs
From Earth – Lice and Wild Animals
From Air-Carried Infections – Plague and Boils
From Air-Carried Damages – Hailstorms and Locusts
From Supernatural Acts – Darkness and Plague of the First Born
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Religious Committee: Nancy Fox
I am happy to join my friends in optimistically looking forward to a return to normal. In that context, the Religious Committee has been discussing format and logistics for Shabbat services in the spring and
summer.
Zoom Friday night services have been very popular with congregants. We typically get close to 15 or 20 participants. In person, we
consistently had trouble getting a minyan, even before Covid. We
have decided to continue Zoom services for Friday night, which are
interactive. There will be occasional exceptions for special
events. Ruach Hadash, our musical Friday night service, will take place in person on Friday, April 29.
Sisterhood Shabbat will follow, also in person (with details TBD), on Friday May 6.
We will continue our Saturday morning services in person, following the updated guidance from the
Medical Committee. All services that are held in person will be streamed on Zoom. People viewing
from home will be able to see and hear the service, but unlike the Zoom services Friday night, they
will not be interactive.
Summer services are typically more informal than during the year. In the past, congregants have led
parts or all of the service. We plan to continue that tradition. On weekends, when neither Rabbi nor
Cantor is here, services will be entirely lay led. On weekends when only one is here—or even when
they both are—we invite congregants to lead parts of the service, both Friday night and Saturday
morning. As they say in Vegas, it’s “dealers’ choice.” This is an opportunity for anyone to choose the
melody and/or the interpretation of a prayer, to include a new prayer, to invite congregational questions and participation, to read in English and discuss, to deliver a d’var/sermon on a topic of their
choice. You don’t need to be ordained—or even read Hebrew—to participate.
When she was pre-bat mitzvah, Elana Herron (nee DiCristo) led Friday night services with the assistance of her father Vance. I attended with my boys, who promptly told me they wanted to do this
too. I was glad to hear this, but the problem was that I was not familiar with the prayers and did not
know how to lead the service. Vance graciously offered to teach us, and we had several lessons
with him. Family members attended our “debut,” and my boys were so very proud, as was I. Continuing that tradition, veteran leaders at CBENT will be happy to team up with first timers and provide
guidance.
Stay tuned for details and opportunities to sign up—all are welcome. Families, first time leaders, and
pre-and post b’nai mitzvah students are especially encouraged.
A Zissen Pesach to all—this year in person!
Nancy

Page 30

Love Thy Neighbor News
The mission of Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid’s Love Thy Neighbor Social Action Committee is to encourage our congregation to help others in need - both within and outside of our community, by performing Mitzvot (good deeds),
providing monetary and non-monetary support, showing loving kindness and advocating for policy changes. The Love
Thy Neighbor Committee’s activities are informed by the concept of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world), the fundamental
principle in the Torah to “Love thy neighbor as yourself” and Abraham’s exemplification of Chesed (loving kindness).

Special Thanks to…
Thank you to everyone who came to hear Executive Director Cathryn Miller Wilson speak about her work at
HIAS Pennsylvania. Cathryn Miller Wilson's passion, relentless spirit and knowledge to help immigrants gain
citizenship, representation, housing and services was inspiring!
Her encouragement and call to action to help CBENT advocate for HIAS everyday included, ".....pour yourself a
cup of coffee and call your local congressional representative to support immigration initiatives and funding.....and pour yourself another cup of coffee and call again", is something we believe we can help with.

In addition, we'd like to thank CBENT congregant and 2nd year Penn Law student Andrew Bernstein for
speaking and sharing his experiences while interning at HIAS Pennsylvania last summer, where he worked
directly with immigrants seeking relief. Andrew reinforced that although resettling immigrants is not a swift or
easy process, he gave us hope as he was able to help some of the people with whom he worked. Andrew reminded us how important it is to clarify misconceptions about immigration when heard. He also reminded us
that every election counts, especially when it comes to funding and support of immigrants. The Love Thy Neighbor Committee is grateful to both Andrew and Cathryn for enlightening us to the challenges and importance of
helping immigrants resettle.
If you'd like to help, HIAS is still accepting donations of $10 or higher for Target, Walmart and Acme gift cards.
Mail to: HIAS Pennsylvania 600 Chestnut St., Suite 500 B, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Hey Listen!
Purchase Acme gift cards from CBENT and do
a double mitzvah!
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Just so you know...
On Sunday, March 20, some members of CBENT and
the Love Thy Neighbor Committee joined Father Dan
at the Holy Myrrh-Bearer's Ukrainian church in Woodlyn, along with a large number of surrounding community members for a candlelight vigil and prayer service. It was a very moving and special service, where
CBENT was welcomed with open arms, with such
warmth and gratitude.
To continue helping those suffering, you can drop off
toiletries like mouthwash, personal hygiene and
period products, over the counter medications and
first aid supplies, diapers, wipes and blankets to the
bins Love Thy Neighbor has out at CBENT. LTN will get these to the church for shipping.
You can also send monetary donations—checks should be made out to Philadelphia Archeparchy and mailed to
810 N. Franklin St., Philadelphia, PA 19123. Please put in the Memo section "Humanitarian Aid in Ukraine" and a
brief line that you are from CBENT in Broomall partnering with our LTN committee.

Neal Stolar, President and Shannon Mahler, VP of our
LTN Committee, delivering Ukrainian Aid donated by
our congregation

Donations to Designated, Non–Designated & Rabbi’s Fund
Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid has many worthy Designated Funds. Below you will find the mission statement for each of these funds. Please consider making a donation in memory/honor of someone to one or
more of these funds. In addition, donations can be made to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund.
Please note that there are also opportunities to donate to the General Fund of the synagogue in the name of
Funds that do not meet the requirements to be a Designated Fund. See the list of “Undesignated Funds” on
the following page.

DICK PACKEL LEARNING SUPPORT FUND
The funds defray the cost of the Dick Packel Special Needs Education Program and any other special education
needs for the children of the Religious School. In addition, the funds help defray the cost of Religious School
tuition for families in need.

THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
To help defray, augment and enhance the programming for Beth El - Ner Tamid's Religious School students.

THE SHAMES SCHOLARSHIP FUND
To provide money for families in need of financial assistance in order to pay for Religious School fees, tutoring,
textbooks, trips and items necessary to the education of the children involved. This fund will be allocated jointly
with the Shames family, the Rabbi, Principal of the Religious School and Executive Director.

THE DOROTHY & WILLIAM SAMPSON FUND
The funds will defray the cost of bringing lecturers, speakers and programming for educational purposes or
whatever capacity the Board and Founder/s may determine.

ADULT EDUCATION FUND
To provide funding towards Jewish and Israel themed educational program, classes and speakers for the
CBENT adult community 18 years and older. The Adult Education Committee shall allocate funds for programming. In lieu of an Adult Education Committee, Rabbi, Hazzan and the Education Director will have input on
adult educational programming.

THE RABBI & AMY BLUM SOCIAL ACTION FUND
A designated fund to honor Rabbi Barry Blum on his retirement, The Rabbi Barry and Amy Blum Social Action
Fund will in the best tradition of Jewish Tzedakah, identify and support programs that address food insecurity,
increase self-sufficiency, provide acts of loving kindness, and promote social justice to enrich the quality of life
for those in need. Suggestions for disbursement of the fund’s monies will be done by Barry and Amy Blum in
partnership with the Designated Fund Chair.

THE JULIE LYNN GORSON-MARROW MEMORIAL MUSIC FUND
The Julie Lynn Gorson-Marrow Memorial Fund is established for the musical education and enjoyment of Beth
El – Ner Tamid children.

ELLEN GLASSMAN MITZVAH FUND
The purpose of this fund is to continue Ellen Glassman’s legacy of kind, compassionate and generous mitzvot.
Funds may be used to help others in ways that will enhance their lives.

Morris Esther Bernett Book Fund
Provide the Congregation new editions of Etz Hayim, a contemporary replacement for the outdated and worn
Hertz Humashim. Once sufficient quantities of the books have been purchased for congregational needs, the
Fund can be used to purchase replacement prayer books or other devotional books as needed and as determined by the Rabbi and/or Religious Committee.
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UNDESIGNATED FUNDS

AVAILABLE FOR DEDICATION

Davidow Fund

DEDICATION AMOUNT

Hulnick Fund

Eternal Light $ 36,000*

K’Tonton Fund

School Entrance $ 10,000

Library Fund

Chapel Chairs (group of 10) $ 2,500

Orloff Fund
J.Jay Wolf Fund

Sound System $ 5,000

Landscaping Fund

Chapel Built-In $ 3,000

Judy Linder Fund

Kipah Holders (2) $ 2,500

Dori Riesenfeld Fund

Founder $ 1,500 -$ 1,999

David Schwartz Fund
Florence Friedlander Scholarship Fund
Cantorial Fund

Jr. Congregation Ark $ 1,000
Sanctuary Seats $ 500
Chapel Mezuzah $ 500

Contact the Synagogue
office for details and to
make a donation…..

Sponsor $ 100 -$ 499
*Some members already gave $5,000

610-356-8700

CHAI WALL

MEMORIAL PLAQUES

Celebrate a Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
Wedding Anniversary, significant Birthday or Wedding by
purchasing a Chai Wall Plaque.
Your Simcha will always be
remembered in our Synagogue!
Cost is only $175.00

Honor a deceased loved one by purchasing a Memorial Plaque. Plaques are
placed in the Hall of Remembrance and
provide a lasting memory. On the yahrzeit date, the plaque is brought to the
sanctuary entrance and mounted on
the yahrzeit memorial wall located
outside the Minyan chapel entrance.
Cost is $350.00

Pesach comes from two words – Peh and
Sach, Mouth and Speech. Passover is the Holiday of Free Speech.
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Save the Dates
Dara Horn’s People Love
Dead Jews-Discussion
April 5, 7:30pm at Temple Sholom
Join Rabbi Jankovitz and Rabbi Rigler for this
two-part series as they explore the
controversial new book by acclaimed Jewish
novelist Dara Horn. Using Horn’s essays as
jumping-off points, we will explore what it
means to be Jewish in American today.

Poetry for the Soul
Passover Miracle for Kara Tav
that we find our spring selves again,
shed the thick protective layers of winter
that shield but separate us

from the world out there.

We sit at the seder table
tired, yes, from all the work of preparation,
but hoping to be refreshed,
hoping in spirit to be refreshed.

Sitting at the seder table
we encounter

our younger selves,
wide-eyed, asking questions.

We become each year once again
the four sons, daughters — child-like,
spring-like, ready each year once again
to go out from Egypt

with nothing
but a pack on our back,
ready to walk once again
out into the wilderness

in search of our freedom
and our God.

By Merle Feld (b. 1947)
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Passover Word Search Answer Key
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Editor’s Notes
Wow...this issue is packed with so many events happening at CBENT!!! We are definitely back in
the game of keeping busy and helping our community, as well as, each other.
I look forward to hearing from you. If you want to share any news, send an email to me at Shofar.CBENT@gmail.com with your name included, so I may contact you if need be.

Pictures are welcome, but must be in jpg format. To all who submitted photos for this issue, limited space prohibited using some of them.
Any items with text should be in a Word document so they can be placed throughout the issue
easily. PDFs are for flyers only.
I welcome suggestions for features and topics you would like to have in a future issue.
May’s Shofar deadline will be April 20.
Happy Passover to all!!!

Miriam’s Cup symbolizes the
well of Miriam that sustained the Israelites during
their journey in the desert.
Fill it with spring water.

Congregation
Beth El—Ner Tamid

CBENT IS...
Tagline: A progressive synagogue committed to
creating a vibrant and inclusive community
Mission: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid is
dedicated to fostering a welcoming, vibrant, progressive, and inclusive Jewish community blending the traditions of the Conservative movement
with Reconstructionist teachings. We enjoy Jewish spiritual, cultural and social activities, and encourage social action and lifelong Jewish learning.

715 Paxon Hollow Road
Broomall, PA 19008

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID
Broomall, PA 19008
Permit # 35

Vision: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid aspires to be the heart of our Jewish community,
supporting the religious, social, and emotional
needs of our diverse population, with an open
invitation to explore and celebrate Judaism.
Values: Congregation Beth El – Ner Tamid centers itself around these five sets of core principles:
· Community & Inclusivity: We aim to create a
warm and caring family environment where
Jews of all ages, backgrounds, races, abilities,
gender identities, sexual orientations, and their
loved ones feel welcome and respected
· Religious Connection & Spirituality: We create
opportunities for people to form meaningful
connections with each other and to bring spirituality into their lives
· Lifelong Learning & Inspiration: We encourage
people of all generations to explore Jewish identity, heritage, and community and to celebrate
Judaism through a variety of religious, educational, and social activities
· Tradition & Adaptation: We cherish the rituals
and practices of Judaism while adapting to current times, appreciating the values of both tradition and modernity
Action & Tikkun Olam: We wholeheartedly support the needs of our wider community in
collaboration with other religious and secular
institutions.
· Social

CBENT LEADERSHIP
IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS
CALL THE OFFICE
610-356-8700
Janine Jankovitz — Rabbi
Barry Blum — Rabbi Emeritus
Steven Friedrich — Cantor
Larisa Averbakh—Education Director
Larry Gorson-Marrow— Executive Director
Vance DiCristo and Dr. Gary Bernett—Co-Presidents

